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As  the  Nation's  principal  conservation  agency,  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  has  responsibility  for  most  of  our  nationally  owned 
public  lands  and  natural  resources.  This  includes  fostering  the 
wisest  use  of  our  land  and  water  resources,  protecting  our  fish  and 
wildlife,  perserving  the  environmental  and  cultural  values  of  our 
national  parks  and  historical  places,  and  providing  for  the  enjoyment 
of  life  through  outdoor  recreation.  The  Department  assesses  our  energy 
and  mineral  resources  and  works  to  assure  that  their  development  is 
in  the  best  interests  of  all  our  people.  The  Department  also  has  a 
major  responsibility  for  American  Indian  reservation  communities  and 
for  people  who  live  in  Island  Territories  under  U.S.  administration. 
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Background  and  Acknowledgements 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Montana  State  Office,  administers 
both  surface  and  significant  subsurface  resources  in  western  North  Dakota. 
This  responsibility  necessitates  close  working  relationships  between 
BLM-MSO  and  a  number  of  North  Dakota  state  natural  resource  agencies. 

Western  North  Dakota:  Inventory  of  Social  and  Economic  Conditions 
is  an  outgrowth  of  this  cooperative  relationship.  Staff  members  of  BLM- 
MSO  and  the  North  Dakota  State  Planning  Division  discussed  the  need  for 
and  feasibility  of  completing  a  joint  socio-economic  profile  in  the  early 
fall,  1974. 

In  November,  1974,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Bismarck  to  review  a 
tentative  outline  for  the  publication.  This  outline  had  been  prepared 
by  the  BLM  planning  staff  with  the  assistance  of  persons  associated  with 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  office  in  Billings. 

State  Planning  Division  invited  a  group  of  social  scientists  from 
North  Dakota  universities  to  lend  their  expertise  in  reviewing  the  tenta- 
tive outline  and  in  identifying  potential  data  sources.  This  group 
attended  the  November,  1974,  session.  Its  membership  included: 

Larry  Dobesh,  Department  of  Economics 

University  of  North  Dakota 

Thor  Hertsgaard,  Department  of  Agricultural  Economics 
North  Dakota  State  University 

Richard  Ludtke,  Department  of  Sociology 

University  of  North  Dakota 

Eldon  Schriner,  Department  of  Sociology 

North  Dakota  State  University 

The  project  was  formally  initiated  in  January,  1975.  BLM-MSO,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  North  Dakota  State  Planning  Division,  assumed 
primary  responsibility  for  compiling  the  report.  Toward  this  end,  several 
students  at  North  Dakota  universities  and  colleges  were  selected  to 
serve  as  data  collectors  and  recorders.  Members  of  this  group  were: 

Rebecca  Bernharde,  Mary  College,  Bismarck 
Phyllis  Moen,  University  of  North  Dakota,  Grand  Forks 
Norman  Sheldon,  North  Dakota  State  University,  Fargo 
Beverly  Strode,  University  of  North  Dakota,  Grand  Forks 


The  Planning  Coordination  Staff  of  BLM-MSO,  with  assistance  from 
the  State  Planning  Division  and  the  aforementioned  university  personnel 
in  North  Dakota,  was  responsible  for  preparation  of  the  publication. 

The  artwork  on  the  cover,  section  dividers,  and  sub-section  labels 
was  done  by  Creative  House,  Billings. 


I  nventory 


THE  INVENTORY:   INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  CONCEPT 

There  is  widespread  awareness  that  the  development  of  coal,  water 
and  other  natural  resources  in  western  North  Dakota  may  significantly 
alter  both  the  natural  and  human  environments  of  the  area.  Analysts, 
planners  and  decision-makers  involved  in  resource  development  have 
come  to  recognize  that  sociological  and  economic  changes  induced  by 
their  potential  actions  must  be  addressed  with  diligence  similar  to 
that  given  natural  environmental  impact  assessment. 

The  document,  a  statistical  compilation  on  prevailing  conditions, 
is  a  basic  tool  to  be  used  by  persons  involved  in  resource  development 
in  western  North  Dakota  during  the  mid-1970' s.  It  is  jointly  produced 
by  the  State  of  North  Dakota  and  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  Thus, 
it  was  designed  to  serve  the  needs  of  persons  involved  in  government 
at  all  levels,  private  citizens  and  organizations  participating  in  re- 
source development  in  the  area.  The  great  varieties  of  experience, 
training  and  interests  of  potential  users  means  that  the  information 
in  the  publication  must  be  fairly  generalized  but  simultaneously  of 
sufficient  detail  to  be  useful. 

Functions  of  the  Inventory 

Western  North  Dakota  Inventory  of  Social  and  Economic  Conditions 
represents  an  initial  and  fundamental  stage  in  the  social  impact  assess- 
ment process.  Base  line  information  must  be  obtained  before  appraisals 
of  expected  changes  generated  by  a  project(s)  can  be  made.  This  in- 
cludes both  area  and  site-specific  development  proposals.  The 
appraisals  of  impacts  may  be  in  quantitative  or  non-quantitative  form. 
It  is  clear  that  analysis  in  both  of  these  dimensions,  specificity  of 
development  and  forms  of  impact  appraisal,  is  dependent  upon  knowledge 
of  conditions  in  the  recent  past  and  present. 

A  second  function  of  the  inventory  involves  the  identification  of 
research  needs.  This  inventory  is  composed  of  data  that  is  for  the 
most  part  institutionally  collected.  It  should  be  useful,  however,  in 
the  identification  of  needed  research  that  is  not  part  of  the  mandate 
of  any  particular  agency  or  organization.  This  would  likely  involve 
site-specific,  rather  than  area  research  projects. 

Western  North  Dakota  Inventory  of  Social  and  Economic  Conditions 
is  based  almost  entirely  on  quantitative  breakdowns  into  a  county-by- 
county  format.  Additional  research  needs  identified  through  the  use 
of  this  document  may  not,  however,  be  of  this  character  or  format. 


The  final  function  to  be  mentioned  is  that  of  making  projection 
point  selection  more  explicit  than  it  frequently  has  been.  Broad 
areas  to  be  addressed  in  the  assessment  process  must  be  itemized  and 
detailed.  For  example,  broad  population,  employment  and  income  cate- 
gories include  a  myriad  of  potential  variables.  The  decisions  on 
specific  projection  variables  must  be  made.  This  publication  should 
facilitate  these  decisions. 

An  inventory  of  social  and  economic  conditions  is  a  basic  tool 
for  reducing,  but  never  eliminating,  uncertainty  in  the  spheres  ad- 
dressed. Each  of  its  functions  described  above,  as  a  reference 
document  in  socio-economic  impact  assessment,  as  a  stimulus  for 
projection  point  clarification,  and  as  a  mechanism  for  identifying 
research  needs,  point  toward  the  sharpening  of  issues  in  land-use 
planning  and  possible  subsequent  alterations  in  land  use.  Through- 
out the  planning  and  environmental  impact  assessment  sequence,  this 
publication  should  make  information  readily  available  to  user  groups. 

Area  Covered  by  the  Inventory 

Attention  to  the  potential  utilization  of  coal -water  resources 
has  been  focused  on  western  North  Dakota,  along  with  selected  areas 
in  other  northern  plains  states.  This  inventory  covers  the  prevail- 
ing social  and  eocnomic  conditions  in  twenty-eight  (28)  North  Dakota 
counties,  roughly  the  western  two-thirds  of  the  State.  The  boundaries 
of  the  inventory  coverage  are  consistent  with  State  Government  Service 
Regions  I,  II,  VII,  and  VIII. 

The  regions,  counties  and  the  county  seats  included  are  listed 
below: 

Region  1  County  Seat 

Divide  Crosby 

McKenzie  Watsford  City 

Williams  Williston 

Region  II  County  Seat 

Bottineau  Bottineau 

Burke  Bowbells 

McHenry  Towner 

Mountrail  Stanley 

Pierce  Rugby 

Renville  Mohall 

Ward  Minot 


Region  VII 


County  Seat 


Burleigh 

Emmons 

Grant 

Kidder 

McLean 

Mercer 

Morton 

Oliver 

Sheridan 

Sioux 

Region  VIII 

Adams 

Bill ings 

Bowman 

Dunn 

Golden  Valley 

Hettinger 

Slope 

Stark 


Bismarck 

Linton 

Carson 

Steele 

Washburn 

Stanton 

Mandan 

Center 

McClusky 

Fort  Yates 

County  Seat 

Hettinger 

Medora 

Bowman 

Manning 

Beach 

Mott 

Ami don 

Dickinson 


Planning  an  inventory  that  covers  such  a  large  area  does  not  in- 
sure that  all  communities  and  counties  subject  to  the  primary  and 
secondary  impacts  of  a  particular  development  within  the  region  are 
included.  The  likelihood  of  such  inclusiveness,  however,  should  be 
greater  as  the  size  of  the  area  is  increased.  Prevailing  conditions 
in  areas  outside  western  North  Dakota  are  not  considered  in  this 
document.  The  impacts  of  a  development  or  series  of  water-coal  de- 
velopments in  North  Dakota  would  likely  be  of  tertiary  nature  in 
other  areas. 

Methods  j&' 

, 

Western  North  Dakota  Inventory  of  Social  and  Economic  Conditions 
was  prepared  during  the  period  of  January  1975  to  May  1975.  Infor- 
mation in  the  publication  is  for  the  most  part,  the  most  recent 
available  for  each  particular  item  covered.  In  some  cases,  incom- 
parability  of  past  information  and/or  collection  procedures  with  more 
recent  data  necessitated  the  use  of  a  single  series  of  data  rather 
than  a  single,  but  more  recent  statistic.  Data  for  selected  items 
include  information  relating  to  past  years  or  decades,  as  well  as  the 
most  recent  available.  Much  information  on  social  and  economic  con- 
ditions during  the  1950's  and  1960's  was  gathered,  but  was  not 
included  as  part  of  this  document.  It  is  suggested  that  publications 
of  this  type  can  be  overly  intimidating  and  this  was  avoided  to  the 
extent  possible. 


No  original  research  was  conducted  toward  the  completion  of 
this  document.  All  information  was  gathered  from  reliable  and  ac- 
cepted secondary  sources.  These  sources  are  documented  throughout 
the  publication  in  order  to  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  reports, 
additional  information,  or  more  detailed  information  by  its  users. 
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fl  TIT  5 Population  Changes 


County  Population  Levels:  1930-1970 

The  population  of  western  North  Dakota  has  declined  during 
every  decade  since  1930,  with  the  exception  of  the  1950' s.  The 
region  had  about  36,000  fewer  inhabitants  in  1970  than  it  had  in 
1930. 

The  State  as  a  whole  has  shown  a  similar  pattern  of  population 
change  during  this  period.  There  was  a  slight  increase  during  1950- 
1960,  but  otherwise  the  State's  population  has  dropped  both  absolutely 
and  relative  to  other  states.  North  Dakota's  population  size  was 
ranked  36th  among  the  states  in  1930  and  had  fallen  to  45th  in  1970. 

The  twenty-eight  western  counties  under  consideration  made  up 
about  46%  of  the  State's  population  in  1930  and  about  45%  in  1970. 
This  is  further  evidence  that  the  factors  contributing  to  the  sub- 
state  changes  were  not  unique  to  the  western  part  of  North  Dakota. 
They  were,  and  are,  also  in  evidence  as  applied  to  the  entire  State, 
the  Great  Plains  continental  region,  and  virtually  all  rural  areas 
in  the  United  States. 

Within  western  North  Dakota,  Region  7  has  maintained  its 
position  since  1930  as  the  most  heavily  populated  group  of  counties. 
Region  7  contains  the  largest  number  of  counties,  ten,  and  two  of 
the  area's  principal  population  centers,  Burleigh  and  Morton  counties. 
The  rank  order  of  the  other  three  regions  was  the  same  in  1970  as  in 
1930.  In  declining  order,  Region  2,  Region  8,  and  Region  1  follow 
Region  7  in  terms  of  population  levels  over  this  period. 

Each  of  the  four  regions  had  lower  populations  in  1970  than  in 
1930.  Yet,  there  has  been  growth  in  selected  counties;  those  con- 
taining the  largest  urban  centers  have  steadily  increased.  Ward 
(Region  2),  Burleigh  (Region  7),  and  Stark  (Region  8)  have  displayed 
consistent  growth  while  the  counties  of  lesser  populations  surrounding 
them  have  persistently  shown  losses.  Thus,  western  North  Dakota's 
population  trends  have  two  dominant  characteristics:  (1)  overall 
decline  during  the  past  four  decades  and  (2)  simultaneous  increases 
in  the  few  major  urban  centers  of  the  region. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  (1930,  1940,  1950,  1960, 
1970)  Census  of  Population. 


Population  Totals:   1930-1970 
1930  1940  1950  1960  1970 


REGION  1 

Divide 

9,636 

7,086 

5,967 

5,566 

4,564 

Mckenzie 

9,709 

8,426 

6,849 

7,296 

6,127 

Williams 

19,553 

16,315 

16,442 

22,051 

19,301 

Totals 

38,898 

31,827 

29,258 

34,913 

29,992 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

14,853 

13,253 

12,140 

11,315 

9,496 

Burke 

9,998 

7,653 

6,621 

5,886 

4,739 

McHenry 

15,439 

14,034 

12,556 

11,099 

8,977 

Mountrail 

13,544 

10,482 

9,418 

10,077 

8,437 

Pierce 

9,074 

9,208 

8,326 

7,394 

6,323 

Renville 

7,263 

5,533 

5,405 

4,698 

3,828 

Ward 

33,597 

31,981 

34,782 

47,072 

58,560 

Totals 

103,768 

92,144 

89,248 

97,541 

100,360 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

19,769 

22,736 

25,673 

34,016 

40,714 

Emmons 

12,467 

11,699 

9,715 

8,462 

7,200 

Grant 

10,134 

8,264 

7,114 

6,248 

5,009 

Kidder 

8,031 

6,692 

6,168 

5,386 

4,362 

McLean 

17,991 

16,082 

18,824 

14,030 

11,251 

Mercer 

9,516 

9,611 

8,686 

6,805 

6,175 

Morton 

19,647 

20,184 

19,295 

20,992 

20,310 

01 iver 

4,262 

3,859 

3,091 

2,610 

2,322 

Sheridan 

7,373 

6,616 

5,253 

4,350 

3,232 

Sioux 

4,687 

4,419 

3,696 

3,662 

3,632 

Totals 

113,877 

110,162 

107,515 

106,561 

104,207 

REGION  8 

Adams 

6,343 

4,664 

4,910 

4,449 

3,832 

Billings 

3,140 

2,531 

1,777 

1,513 

1,198 

Bowman 

5,119 

3,860 

4,001 

4,154 

3,901 

Dunn 

9,566 

8,376 

7,212 

6,350 

4,895 

Golden  Valley 

4,122 

3,498 

3,499 

3,100 

2,611 

Hettinger 

8,796 

7,457 

7,100 

6,317 

5,075 

Slope 

4,150 

2,932 

2,315 

1,893 

1,484 

Stark 

15,340 

15,414 

16,137 

18,451 

19,613 

Totals 

56,576 

48,732 

46,951 

46,227 

42,609 

Western  North 
Dakota  Total 

313,119 

282,865 

272,972 

285,242 

277,168 

Recent  Changes  in  Population:  1960-1974 


The  complementary  table  and  the  map  that  follows,  lend  further 
detail  to  population  changes  in  western  North  Dakota  during  the  re- 
cent past.  The  first  column  of  the  table  shows  the  percentage  changes 
for  each  county  for  the  decade  1960-1970.  Of  the  28  counties,  25  had 
losses  of  population.  These  drops  ranged  from  very   slight,  Sioux 
(Region  7),  to  quite  severe.  Sixteen  of  the  counties  lost  15%  or 
more  of  their  residents  during  the  1960's. 

Yet  two  of  the  four  regions  had  slight  population  increases. 
Ward  County  (Region  2)  and  Burleigh  County  (Region  7)  had  increases 
sufficiently  large  to  counter  losses  in  each  of  the  other  counties  in 
their  group  and  these  two  regions'  populations  were  stabilized.  Both 
Region  1  and  Region  8  had  large  losses  during  a  period  when  the  State's 
population  dropped  by  -2.3%  and  the  nation's  grew  by  +13.3%. 


Data  Source:    Richard  Ludtke  and  Brian  Pendleton,  Population 
Change  of  Incorporated  Places  in  North  Dakota, 
1950-1970.  Grand  Forks:  Center  for  Study  of 
Cultural  and  Social  Change,  University  of  North 
Dakota. 


The  remaining  columns  of  the  table  have  post-1970  census  infor- 
mation on  population  levels.  The  data  are  estimates  of  each  county's 
population  for  the  years  1971,  1972,  1973,  and  1974.  Year-to-year 
variation  is  evident  within  counties  and  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain 
whether  these  short-term  fluctuations  are  part  of  past  trends  or  the 
beginnings  of  new  trends.  Based  on  this  information,  however,  it 
appears  that  the  populations  of  many  rural  counties  in  western  North 
Dakota  are  becoming  stabilized.  The  pace  of  population  decline  may 
be  slackening.  Growth,  however,  is  largely  confined  to  the  counties 
with  the  largest  base  populations. 


2 
Data  Sources:   ^USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  "Population 

Estimates  and  Projections"  -  Current 

Population  Reports  Series  P-25,  #517. 

3 

USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Estimates 
of  Population:  July  1,  1973,  July  1,  1974, 
Unpublished. 


Recent  Changes  in  Population 

Percent'  „ 

Change  July  1 ,2        Julyl,^        July!,3        July  1 ,3 

60-70  1971                 1972                 1973                 1974 


REGION  1 

Divide 

-18.0 

4,600 

4,200 

4,400 

4,200 

McKenzie 

-16.0 

6,100 

6,100 

6,100 

6,300 

Williams 

-12.5 

19,100 

18,800 

18,700 

18,700 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

-16.1 

9,400 

9,500 

9,500 

9,700 

Burke 

-19.5 

4,700 

4,600 

4,500 

4,300 

McHenry 

-19.1 

8,900 

8,900 

8,800 

8,800 

Mountrail 

-16.3 

9,000 

8,600 

8,600 

8,400 

Pierce 

-14.5 

6,500 

6,600 

6,500 

6,300 

Renville 

-18.5 

3,900 

3,900 

3,800 

3,700 

Ward 

+24.4 

60,900 

61,200 

60,600 

60,800 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

+19.7 

41,300 

42,300 

43,700 

45,400 

Emmons 

-14.9 

7,200 

7,000 

7,000 

7,000 

Grant 

-19.8 

5,100 

5,100 

5,100 

5,000 

Kidder 

-19.0 

4,300 

4,300 

4,500 

4,300 

McLean 

-19.8 

11,700 

11,500 

11,500 

11 ,500 

Mercer 

-  9.3 

6,200 

6,100 

6,200 

6,400 

Morton 

-  3.2 

20,800 

20,900 

20,800 

21,200 

01 iver 

-11.0 

2,400 

2,300 

2,200 

2,200 

Sheridan 

-25.7 

3,400 

3,300 

3,400 

3,400 

Sioux 

-  0.8 

3,700 

3,600 

3,900 

4,000 

REGION  8 

Adams 

-13.9 

3,700 

3,700 

3,800 

3,800 

Billings 

-20.8 

1,100 

1,200 

1,200 

1,100 

Bowman 

-  6.1 

4,000 

3,900 

4,000 

3,900 

Dunn 

-22.9 

4,900 

4,900 

4,700 

4,800 

Golden  Valley 

-15.8 

2,700 

2,600 

2,600 

2,600 

Hettinger 

-19.7 

5,000 

4,900 

5,000 

4,900 

Slope 

-21.6 

1,400 

1,300 

1,400 

1,300 

Stark 

+  6.3 

19,800 

19,800 

19,500 

19,800 
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Population  Changes  at  the  Community  Level:  1960-1970 

It  is  clear  that  there  has  been  considerable  variation  in  popu- 
lation changes  between  regions  and  counties  in  western  North  Dakota 
during  the  past  decades.  The  basis  for  these  trends  is  traceable  to 
the  individual  communities  that  comprise  the  larger  aggregations. 
The  following  table  displays  the  1960  and  1970  populations  of  incor- 
porated places  in  North  Dakota.  The  percentage  change  is  also  in- 
cluded. 

Overall  declines  of  the  recent  past  which  have  been  discussed 
at  county  and  regional  scales  are  very   evident  through  examination 
of  community  populations.  Again,  growth  is  confined  for  the  most 
part  to  the  largest  cities  of  western  North  Dakota.  Minot,  Bismarck, 
Dickinson,  Williston,  and  Mandan  are  the  largest  cities  in  the  area. 
Of  these  five  cities,  only  Williston  showed  a  net  loss  during  the 
1960's.  Growth  in  these  cities  and  the  counties  in  which  they  are 
located  prevents  the  area  from  having  an  almost  uniform  loss  of  popu- 
lation during  the  past  years. 


Data  Source:  Richard  Ludtke  and  Brian  Pendleton,  Population 
Change  of  Incorporated  Places  in  North  Dakota 
1950-1970.  Grand  Forks:  Center  for  Study  of 
Cultural  and  Social  Change,  University  of  North 
Dakota. 
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Population 

Population 

Change 

1960 

1970 

60-70 

REGION  1 

Divide 

5,566 

4,564 

-18.0 

Ambrose 

220 

109 

-50.5 

Crosby 

1,759 

1,545 

-12.2 

Fortuna 

185 

216 

16.8 

Noonan 

625 

403 

-35.5 

McKenzie 

7,296 

6.127 

-16.0 

Alexander 

269 

208 

-22.7 

Arnegard 

228 

141 

-38.2 

Rawson 

28 

10 

-64.3 

Watford  City 

1,865 

1,768 

-  5.2 

Will iams 

22,051 

19,301 

-12.5 

Alamo 

182 

124 

-31.9 

Epping 

151 

140 

-  7.3 

Grenora 

448 

401 

-10.5 

Hanks 

78 

13 

-83.3 

Ray 

1,049 

776 

-26.0 

Spring  Brook 

35 

27 

-22.9 

Tioga 

2,087 

1,667 

-20.1 

Wheelock 

82 

21 

-74.4 

Wildrose 

361 

235 

-34.9 

Will iston 

11,866 

11,280 

-  4.9 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

11,315 

9,496 

-16.1 

Antler 

210 

135 

-35.7 

Bottineau 

2,613 

2,760 

5.6 

Eckman 

5 

9 

80.0 

Gardena 

113 

84 

-25.7 

Kramer 

175 

125 

-28.6 

Landa 

no 

61 

-44.5 

Lansford 

382 

296 

-22.5 

Maxbass 

218 

174 

-20.2 

Newburg 

158 

125 

-20.9 

Omemee 

11 

5 

-54.5 

Overly 

65 

28 

-56.9 

Russell 

25 

14 

-44.0 

Sour is 

213 

151 

-29.1 

Westhope 

824 

705 

-14.4 

Willow  City 

494 

403 

-18.4 

Burke 

5,886 

4,739 

-19.5 

Bowbells 

687 

584 

-15.0 

Columbus 

672 

465 

-30.8 

Flaxton 

375 

286 

-23.7 

Larson 

62 

35 

-43.5 

Lignite 

355 

354 

-00.3 

Portal 

351 

251 

-28.5 

Powers  Lake 

633 

523 

-17.4 

McHenry 

11,099 

8,977 

-19.1 

Anamoose 

503 

401 

-20.3 

Balfour 

159 

93 

-41.5 

Bantry 

93 

40 

-57.0 

Bergen 

52 

24 

-53.8 

Berwick 

56 

33 

-41.1 

Derring 

117 

75 

-35.9 

Drake 

752 

636 

-15.4 

Granville 

400 

282 

-29.5 

Karlsruhe 

221 

172 

-22.2 
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Kief 

Towner 

Upham 

Velva 

Voltaire 

Mountrail 
New  Town 
Palermo 
Parshall 
Plaza 
Ross 
Sanish 
Stanley 
Tagus 
Wabek 
White  Earth 

Pierce 
Balta 
Barton 
Rugby 
Wolford 

Renville 
Glenburn 
Grano 
Loraine 
Mohall 
Sherwood 
Talley 

Ward 

Berthold 

Burl ington 

Carpio 

Des  Lacs 

Donnybrook 

Douglas 

Kenmare 

Makoti 

Minot 

Ryder 

Sawyer 

Surrey 

REGION  7 


Burleit 
Bismarck 
Regan 
Wing 

Emmons 
Braddock 
Hague 
Hazel  ton 
Linton 
Strasburg 

Grant 
Carson 
Elgin 
Leith 
New  Leipzig 


Population 

Population 

Change 

1960 

1970 

60-70 

97 

46 

-52.6 

948 

870 

-  8.2 

333 

272 

-18.3 

1,330 

1,241 

-  6.7 

70 

54 

-22.9 

10,077 

8,437 

-16.3 

1,586 

1,428 

-10.0 

188 

146 

-22.3 

1,216 

1,246 

2.5 

385 

291 

-24.4 

167 

125 

-25.1 

63 

25 

-60.3 

1,795 

1,581 

-11.9 

72 

14 

-80.6 

14 

-- 

-  0.0 

208 

128 

-38.5 

7,394 

6,232 

-14.5 

165 

133 

-19.4 

80 

34 

-57.5 

2,972 

2,889 

-  2.8 

136 

81 

-40.4 

4,698 

3,828 

-18.5 

363 

381 

5.0 

14 

4 

-71.4 

54 

33 

-38.9 

956 

950 

-  0.6 

360    . 

369 

2.5 

189 

163 

-13.8 

47,072 

58,560 

24.4 

431 

398 

-  7.7 

262 

247 

-   5.7 

199 

215 

8.0 

185 

197 

6.5 

196 

163 

-16.8 

210 

144 

-31.4 

1,696 

1,515 

-10.7 

214 

159 

-25.7 

30,604 

32,290 

5.5 

264 

211 

-20.1 

390 

373 

-  4.4 

309 

361 

16.8 

34,016 

40,714 

19.7 

27,670 

34,703 

25.4 

104 

74 

28.8 

303 

223 

-26.4 

8,462 

7,200 

-14.9 

141 

106 

-24.8 

197 

146 

-25.9 

451 

374 

-17.1 

1,826 

1,695 

-  7.2 

612 

642 

4.9 

6,248 

5,009 

-19.8 

501 

466 

-  7.0 

944 

839 

-11.1 

100 

92 

-  8.0 

390 

354 

-  9.2 
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Population 

Population 

Change 

1960 

1970 

60-70 

Kidder 

5,336 

4,362 

-19.0 

Dawson 

206 

131 

36.4 

Pettibone 

205 

173 

-15.6 

Robinson 

155 

125 

-19.4 

Ste.lle 

847 

696 

-17.8 

Tappen 

326 

294 

-  9.8 

Tuttle 

255 

216 

-15.3 

""McLean  J 

14,030 

11,251 

-19.8 

■   Benedict 

129 

72 

-44.2 

Big  Bend 

39 

- 

-  0.0 

Butte 

257 

193 

-24.9 

Coleharbor 

210 

78 

-62.9 

Garrison 

1,794 

1,614 

-10.0 

Max 

410 

301 

-26.6 

Mercer 

154 

132 

-14.3 

Ruso 

31 

15 

-51  .6 

Turtle  Lake 

792 

712 

-10.1 

Underwood 

819 

781 

-  4.6 

Washburn 

993 

804 

-19.0 

Wilton 

739 

695 

-  6.0 

Mercer  3 

6,805 

6.175 

-  9.3 

Beulah 

1,318 

1,344 

2.0 

Golden  Valley 

286 

235 

-17.8 

Hazen 

1,222 

1,240 

1  .5 

Peck  City 

101 

119 

17.8 

Stanton 

409 

517 

26.4 

Zap 

339 

271 

-20.1 

Morton 

20,992 

20,310 

-  3.2 

■"   Almont 

190 

109 

-42.6 

Flasher 

515 

467 

-  9.3 

Glen  Ullin 

1,210 

1,070 

-11.6 

Hebron 

1,340 

1,103 

-17.7 

Mandan 

10,525 

11,093 

5.4 

New  Salem 

986 

943 

-  4.4 

^"01  iveQ 

2,610 

2,322 

-11.0 

Center 

476 

619 

30.0 

Sheridan 

4,350 

3,232 

-25.7 

Goodrich 

392 

300 

-23.5 

McClusky 

751 

664 

-11  .6 

Martin 

146 

120 

-17.8 

Sioux 

3,662 

3,632 

-  0.8 

Sel fridge 

371 

346 

-  6.7 

REGION  8 

Adams 

4,449 

3,832 

-13.9 

Bucyrus 

60 

42 

-30.0 

Haynes 

111 

53 

-52.3 

Hettinger 

1,769 

1,655 

-  6.4 

Reeder 

321 

306 

-  4.7 

Billings 

1,513 

1,198 

-20.8 

Medora 

133 

129 

-  3.0 

Bowman 

4,154 

3,901 

-  6.1 

Bowman 

1,730 

1,762 

-  1  .8 

Gascoyne 
Rhame 

50 
254 

34 
206 

-32.0 
-18.9 

Scranton 

358 

360 

0.6 
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Population 

Population 

Change 

1960 

1970 

60-70 

.Dunn     ,3 

6,350 

4,895 

-22.9 

Dodge 

226 

121 

-46.5 

Dunn  Center 

250 

107 

-57.2 

Hall i day 

509 

413 

-18.9 

Kill  deer 

765 

615 

-19.6 

Werner 

59 

21 

-64.4 

Golden  Valley 

3,100 

2,611 

-15.8 

Beach 

1,460 

1,408 

-  3.6 

Gol  va 

162 

104 

-35.8 

Sentinal   Butte 

160 

125 

-21.9 

Hettinger 

6,317 

5,075 

-19.7 

Mott 

1,463 

1,368 

-  6.5 

New  England 

1,095 

906 

-17.3 

Regent 

388 

344 

-11.3 

Slope 

1,893 

1,484 

-21.6 

Ami  don 

84 

-- 

0.0 

Marmarth 

319 

-- 

0.0 

5tarkTb 

18,451 

19,613 

6.3 

Belfield 

1,064 

1,130 

6.2 

Dickinson 

9,971 

12,405 

24.4 

Gladstone 

185 

222 

20.0 

Richard ton 

792 

799 

0.9 

Taylor 

215 

162 

-24.7 
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Migration  Patterns:  1960-1970 


There  are  three  factors  that  determine  the  size  of  any  given 
population.  These  are  births,  deaths,  and  migration.  The  map  shows 
the  estimated  net  migration  levels  and  the  net  migration  percentage 
for  all  North  Dakota  counties  during  the  1960's.  The  figures  were 
calculated  by  taking  the  population  differences,  and  adding  the 
difference  between  births  and  deaths. 

Twenty-seven  of  the  twenty-eight  western  North  Dakota  counties 
had  negative  net  migration  1960-1970.  Only  Burleigh  County,  in  which 

the  State  Capitol  is  located,  shows  a  positive  migration  level  and 
it  is  less  than  two  percent. 

The  region-wide  decline  in  population  has  been  due  to  widespread 
out-migration.  An  excess  of  births  over  deaths  1960-1970  prevented 
the  overall  population  declines  from  being  even  more  severe  than  were 
evidenced. 


Data  Source:  Business  &  Industrial  Development  Department, 
State  of  North  Dakota,  North  Dakota  Develop- 
ment  Trends 
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Migration  and  Selected  Age  Groups:  1960-1970 


These  data  are  presented  to  lend  further  detail  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  migration  patterns.  Rural  areas  characterized  by  out- 
migration  typically  lose  higher  proportions  of  younger  persons  than 
older  persons  and  western  North  Dakota  counties  showed  this  tendency 
during  the  1960's. 

The  age  cohort  levels  are  reflective  of  1970  ages.  Thus,  the 
20-24  age  group  in  1970  was  10-14  in  1960  and  represents  persons  who 
were  teenagers  during  at  least  part  of  the  1960's.  Generally  the 
out-migration  levels  of  this  group  are  higher  than  the  other  two  age 
groups.  Negative  net  migration  for  this  group  is  evidenced  in  every 
one  of  the  twenty-eight  counties  except  Ward,  the  most  heavily  popu- 
lated county  in  the  area. 

The  35-44  group  (25-34  in  1960)  levels  are  somewhat  lower  than 
the  20-24  levels.  For  North  Dakota  as  a  whole,  -10.4  percent  net 
migration  was  the  case  for  the  35-44  group,  as  compared  to  -23.5 
percent  for  the  20-24  group. 

For  persons  in  the  65-69  group  (55-59  in  1960)  the  levels  in 
the  majority  of  the  counties  are  even  lower.  The  State  had  a  net 
of  -3.9  percent  of  these  persons  during  the  1960's  and  in  the  western 
North  Dakota  counties  the  levels  were  generally  higher  than  this. 

An  important  point  in  considering  migration  is  the  destination 
of  the  movers  or  their  previous  residence.  The  destination  and 
previous  location  of  these  migrants,  information  which  is  not  avail- 
able, could  be  in  another  North  Dakota  county,  in  another  state,  or 
even  in  a  foreign  country. 


Data  Source:  Neil  Gustafson  and  Mark  Cohan,  Population 
Mobility  in  the  Upper  Midwest.  Upper  Mid- 
west Council  (Federal  Reserve  Bank): 
Minneapolis,  1974. 
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Percent 

Net  Migration  for 

Selected  Age  Groups: 

1960-1970 

20  -  24 

35  -  44 

65  -  69 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

-23.5 

-10.4 

-  3.9 

U.S. 

-  1.4 

+  3.2 

+  0.9 

Upper  Midwest 

-15.8 

-  2.1 

-  0.6 

REGION  1 

Divide 

-46.3 

-23.8 

-  6.2 

McKenzie 

-60.5 

-22.8 

-  9.3 

Will iams 

-50.6 

-22.9 

-  6.5 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

-58.6 

-15.8 

-  9.4 

Burke 

-64.6 

-14.7 

-  8.6 

McHenry 

-67.9 

-18.7 

-15.8 

Mountrail 

-69.1 

-17.1 

-10.0 

Pierce 

-68.7 

-11.9 

+  3.2 

Renville 

-66.8 

-13.0 

-11.4 

Ward 

+73.3 

+  0.8 

-  3.4 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

-  4.1 

-  1.1 

+  1.1 

Emmons 

-69.5 

-20.3 

-  9.4 

Grant 

-69.3 

-15.1 

-  7.2 

Kidder 

-68.3 

-16.4 

-  7.9 

McLean 

-70.3 

-19.3 

-  5.2 

Mercer 

-61.6 

-  8.5 

-  7.0 

Morton 

-50.9 

-10.5 

+  1.6 

01 iver 

-59.3 

-  5.7 

-17.9 

Sheridan 

-77.3 

-16.0 

-  9.1 

Sioux 

-59.2 

-17.1 

-20.5 

REGION  8 

Adams 

-54.4 

-18.7 

+10.4 

Bill ings 

-75.0 

-18.2 

-32.0 

Bowman 

-45.6 

-  7.9 

-  2.1 

Dunn 

-69.1 

-23.9 

-19.5 

Golden  Valley 

-60.1 

-17.3 

+  4.9 

Hettinger 

-71.6 

-16.9 

-22.7 

Slope 

-67.1 

-20.4 

-25.7 

Stark 

-  8.1 

-12.5 

+  4.9 
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Number  of  Births  -  Deaths:  1960-1970 


Although  out-migration  has  been  the  principal  source  of  popu- 
lation change  in  western  North  Dakota  the  numbers  of  births  and 
deaths  have  also  been  fundamental  factors.  During  the  1960's,  North 
Dakota's  ratio  of  births  to  deaths  was  roughly  5:2  (135,293  births 
and  55,107  deaths). 

In  western  North  Dakota  every  country  during  the  1960's  had  a 
greater  number  of  births  than  deaths  and  this  margin  reduced  con- 
siderably the  rate  of  population  losses  in  every   county  that  showed 
declines.  In  Ward  and  Stark  counties,  population  growth  was  due  to 
the  margin  between  births  and  deaths  as  they  showed  net  losses  in 
out-migration.  Burleigh  County  also  had  a  population  increase  and 
its  growth  would  have  been  very  slight  (1.9  percent)  had  births  and 
deaths  been  in  balance  numerically.  As  it  was,  the  county  grew  by 
19.7  percent  during  the  period  1960-1970. 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  Business  and  Industrial  Development 
Department,  State  of  North  Dakota,  North  Dakota 
Growth  Indicators,  1974 
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Number  of  Births  and  Deaths  1960  -  1970 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

REGION  1 
Divide 

McKenzie 
Williams 

REGION  2 
Bottineau 

Burke 

McHenry 

Mountrail 

Pierce 

Renville 

Ward 

REGION  7 
Burleigh 

Emmons 

Grant 

Kidder 

McLean 

Mercer 

Morton 

Oliver 

Sheridan 

Sioux 

REGION  8 
Adams 

Bill ings 

Bowman 

Dunn 

Golden  Valley 

Hettinger 

Slope 

Stark 


Number  of 
Births 

135,293 


871 

1 

,211 

4 

,372 

1 

,799 

1 

,012 

1 

,936 

1 

,800 

1 

,464 

884 

15 

,566 

8 

,576 

1 

,745 

1 

,055 

915 

2 

,278 

1 

,191 

4 

,787 

442 

615 

1 

,209 

819 

267 

812 

1 

,141 

494 

1 

,239 

382 

4 

,808 

Number  of 
Deaths 

55,107 


573 

633 

1,859 

1,071 
594 

1,006 

1,008 
594 
441 

3,799 

2,514 
626 
471 
442 

1,225 
581 

1,778 
155 
336 
361 

390 
88 
407 
449 
300 
486 
148 
1,402 


Population  Projections 

Population  projections  for  western  North  Dakota  counties  are  avail- 
able through  the  year  1995.  The  adjoining  table  reveals  that  Region  1 
counties'  estimated  population  in  1975  totals  about  27,000  persons.  This 
figure  falls  to  roughly  24,000  in  1985,  and  approximately  19,000  in  1995. 

Region  2  projections  show  a  steady  increase.  In  1975,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  the  region's  population  is  about  103,000  persons.  This  is 
projected  to  increase  to  115,000  persons  in  1985,  and  roughly  122,000 
persons  in  1995.  Almost  all  of  this  growth  is  expected  to  be  located  in 
Ward  County. 

The  estimates  for  change  in  Region  7  are  also  on  the  positive  side. 
With  the  growth  centered  in  Burleigh  County,  where  the  1995  projected 
population  is  about  26,000  persons  higher  than  the  1975  level,  Region  7 
counties  are  estimated  to  grow  from  110,000  in  1975,  to  130,000  in  1985, 
and  to  150,000  in  1995. 

Region  8  counties'  populations  are  expected  to  be  almost  the  same  in 
1995,  as  they  are  in  1975.  The  projections  show  a  level  of  roughly  40,000 
persons  in  1975,  1985,  and  1995. 

Across  the  four  sub-regions  under  current  conditions,  the  western 
North  Dakota  total  changes  from  280,000  in  1975,  to  310,000  in  1985,  and 
330,000  in  1995.  These  estimates  are  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  region's 
experience  since  1930,  a  period  of  population  declines.  The  growth  ex- 
pected, about  10%  between  1975,  and  1985,  and  about  7%  between  1985  and 
1995,  is  steady  if  not  spectacular. 


Data  Source:  Richard  L.  Ludtke,  North  Dakota  County  Population 
Projections:  1970  -  1995.  Division  of  Health 
Planning,  North  Dakota  State  Health  Department,  1975, 
(Unpublished). 
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Population  Projections:     1975-1995 

1975  1980  1985  1990 


REGION  1 

Divide 

4,224 

4,002 

3,821 

3,614 

3,355 

McKenzie 

6,092 

6,142 

6,226 

6,270 

6,237 

Williams 

16,721 

14,885 

13,103 

10,927 

9,055 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

9,332 

9,640 

9,803 

9,687 

9,605 

Burke 

4,375 

4,105 

3,890 

3,674 

3,420 

McHenry 

8,642 

8,510 

8,463 

8,355 

8,170 

Mountrail 

8,688 

9,190 

9,818 

10,398 

10,873 

Pierce 

6,613 

7,085 

7,607 

8,161 

8,686 

Renville 

3,786 

3,844 

3,924 

3,997 

4,026 

Ward 

61,555 

65,587 

69,539 

73,398 

77,254 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

45,629 

51,816 

58,572 

65,237 

71,748 

Emmons 

6,869 

6,754 

6,747 

6,725 

6,574 

Grant 

5,150 

5,412 

5,756 

6,049 

6,232 

Kidder 

4,535 

4,814 

5,140 

5,412 

5,656 

McLean 

11,648 

12,251 

13,050 

13,880 

14,646 

Mercer 

6,195 

6,314 

6,468 

6,585 

6,600 

Morton 

21,077 

22,256 

23,643 

24,869 

25,876 

Oliver 

2,137 
3,425 

2,009 
3,721 

1,913 
4,111 

1,809 
4,518 

1,674 

Sheridan 

4,890 

Sioux 

4,062 

4,673 

5,416 

6,234 

7,105 

REGION  8 

Adams 

3,792 

3,820 

3,849 

3,861 

3,809 

Billings 

1,040 

935 

857 

774 

680 

Bowman 

4,146 

4,464 

4,824 

5,208 

5,639 

Dunn 

4,564 

4,354 

4,247 

4,127 

3,930 

Golden  Valley 

2,597 

2,646 

2,716 

2,781 

2,819 

Hettinger 

4,931 

4,936 

5,023 

5,068 

5,018 

Slope 

1,328 

1,251 

1,219 

1,161 

1,060 

Stark 

18,971 

18,538 

18,102 

17,625 

17,009 
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Age  Structure  of  the  Population:  1970 

The  adjoining  table  shows  the  age  structure  of  the  western  North 
Dakota  counties.  The  number  of  females  and  males  in  the  age  groups 
below  18  years,  18-64  years,  and  65  years  and  over  are  displayed. 

These  figures  are  useful,  if  broken  down  into  more  detailed,  year- 
by-year  categories,  in  the  projection  of  county-wide  school  enrollments, 
future  needs  for  services  for  the  aged,  and  other  concerns  revolving 
around  particular  age  groups.  They  also  form  the  basis  for  additional 
summary  indicators  found  in  the  following  table  (percent  dependent  and 
median  age). 


Data  Source:  USDC  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  Census  of  Population, 
General  Social  and  Economic  Characteristics  -  North 
Dakota,  1972. 
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Age  Structure  of  the  Population:  1970 


Under 
Male 

18  yrs. 

Female 

18  -  64 
Male 

yrs. 
Female 

65  and 
Male 

over 
Female 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

115,572 

110,778 

164,973 

160,070 

31,064 

35,304 

REGION  1 

Divide 

817 

725 

1,318 

1,099 

305 

300 

McKenzie 

1,215 

1,139 

1,641 

1,526 

292 

314 

Williams 

3,765 

3,749 

4,922 

5,014 

876 

975 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

1,629 

1,623 





... 

... 

Burke 

820 

866 





--- 

... 

McHenry 

1,768 

1,633 

2,321 

2,145 

544 

566 

Mountrail 

1,635 

1,631 

2,172 

2,009 

490 

500 

Pierce 

1,302 

1,180 

1,506 

1,543 

358 

434 

Renville 

723 

718 

1,018 

964 

217 

188 

Ward 

11,031 

10,650 

17,044 

15,812 

1,829 

2,194 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

7,836 

7,661 

10,357 

11,660 

1,321 

1,879 

Emmons 

1,561 

1,563 

1,705 

1,654 

337 

380 

Grant 

1,021 

951 

1,326 

1,258 

232 

221 

Kidder 

886 

822 

1,154 

1,064 

230 

206 

McLean 

2,189 

2,022 

2,852 

2,824 

688 

676 

Mercer 

1,070 

1,148 

1,657 

1,633 

315 

352 

Morton 

4,337 

4,067 

4,850 

4,981 

952 

1,123 

Oliver 

502 

436 

635 

579 

92 

78 

Sheridan 

569 

551 

901 

853 

195 

163 

Sioux 

944 

887 

839 

787 

93 

82 

REGION  8 

Adams 

697 

697 

989 

958 

221 

270 

Bill ings 

253 

237 

341 

292 

39 

36 

Bowman 

768 

731 

1,006 

965 

196 

235 

Dunn 

1,061 

994 

1,298 

1,136 

209 

197 

Golden  Valley 

517 

449 

649 

633 

153 

210 

Hettinger 

1,064 

1,041 

1,253 

1,230 

238 

249 

Slope 

336 

318 

389 

325 

56 

964 

Stark 

3,924 

3,834 

4,932 

5,193 

766 

2,221 
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Age  Summaries:  1970 


The  first  column  of  the  table  has  the  median  age  of  each  county's 
population  in  1970.  The  median  age  for  the  United  States  was  29.5 
years  and  for  North  Dakota  it  was  26.0.  Western  North  Dakota  County 
medians  show  considerable  variation.  Sheridan  County  residents  have 
a  median  age  of  35.1  years  while  the  Sioux  County  median  was  18.4. 

The  second  column  of  the  adjoining  table  shows  the  percentage  of 
dependents  for  the  western  North  Dakota  counties.  This  figure  was 
derived  by  adding  the  total  number  of  persons  below  18  and  above  65 
and  dividing  by  the  total  population.  This  figure  is  a  rough  guide 
to  the  proportion  of  residents  who  are  not  in  their  principal  pro- 
ductive years  and  who,  in  many  cases,  cannot  support  themselves 
financially. 

The  dependent  population  percentage  for  the  State  is  47.3  per- 
cent. Twenty-one  of  the  28  county  percentages  exceed  this  figure. 
Yet  the  regional  levels  are  generally  close  to  or  below  the  State 
level.  This  means  the  more  heavily  populated  counties'  levels  are 
countering  the  levels  of  the  lesser  populated  counties. 


Data  Source:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  Census  of 
Population,  General  Social  and  Economic 
Characteristics  -  North  Dakota,  1972. 
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Age  Summary  Information 


Median  Age  %  Dependent 

REGION  1 

Divide  33.0  47 

McKenzie  28.2  48 

Williams  26.9  48 

REGION  2 

Bottineau  32.2  n.a. 

Burke  33.7  N.A. 

McHenry  31.1  50 

Mountrail  30.1  50 

Pierce  29.8  52 

Renville  31.3  48 

Ward  23.4  44 

REGION  7 

Burleigh  25.2  46 

Emmons  25.3  53 

Grant  28.9  48 

Kidder  29.3  49 

McLean  31.7  49 

Mercer  31 .5  47 

Morton  25.5  51 

Oliver  26.5  48 

Sheridan  35.1  46 

Sioux  18.4  55 

REGION  8 

Adams  30.6  49 

Billings  28.7  47 

Bowman  28.5  49 

Dunn  25.5  50 

Golden  Valley  29.7  51 

Hettinger  27.6  42 

Slope  23.3  52 

Stark  22.7  48 
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Educational  Achievements:  1970 


The  formal  educational  experiences  of  western  North  Dakota 
residents  are  typically  below  statewide  and  national  levels.  The 
first  column  of  the  table  shows  the  median  years  of  education  com- 
pleted for  all  1970  residents  aged  25  years  or  older.  The  North 
Dakota  median  of  12.0  and  the  United  States  median  of  12.1  are 
matches  or  exceeded  in  five  of  the  counties.  Typically,  residents 
of  rural  areas  such  as  western  North  Dakota  lag  behind  national 
levels  in  educational  achievement  and  so  the  findings  are  not  un- 
expected. Region  7  levels  are  collectively  below  the  other  regions 
in  the  area. 

The  second  and  third  columns  lend  additional  perspective  to 
this  concern.  Percent  of  the  male  and  female  adult  populations 
who  are  high  school  graduates  is  displayed.  For  both  males  and 
females,  the  national  figure  was  52.3  percent  and  the  North  Dakota 
figure  was  50.3  percent.  Female  accomplishments  exceed  male  ac- 
complishments in  ewery   county  in  the  region.  Again,  the  rural 
character  of  the  region,  with  males  leaving  school  to  join  the 
labor  force  at  earlier  ages,  creates  a  situation  where  this  tend- 
ency would  be  expected. 

There  is  considerable  variation  within  the  region.  Only  23 
percent  of  the  men  in  Sheridan  County  had  graduated  from  high 
school,  as  contrasted  to  60  percent  in  Ward  County.  For  women,  the 
range  went  from  29  percent  in  Mercer  County  to  64  percent  in  Ward 
County. 


Data  Source:  USDC  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  Census  of 
Population,  General  Social  and  Economic 
Characteristics  -  North  Dakota,  1972. 

Map  Source:   Neil  Gustafson,  Recent  Trends/Future  Prospects 
A  Look  at  Upper  Midwest  Population  Changes. 
Minneapolis-Upper  Midwest  Council,  1973. 
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Educational  Levels 


Median  Years  Completed 
Persons  25+ 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

12.0 

REGION  1 

Divide 

11.1 

McKenzie 

11.0 

Will iams 

12.1 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

11.1 

Burke 

9.8 

McHenry 

10.1 

Mountrail 

11.1 

Pierce 

9.5 

Renville 

12.1 

Ward 

12.4 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

12.3 

Emmons 

8.7 

Grant 

8.8 

Kidder 

8.8 

McLean 

10.2 

Mercer 

8.6 

Morton 

9.0 

01 iver 

8.8 

Sheridan 

8.7 

Sioux 

10.2 

REGION  8 

Adams 

11.5 

Bill ings 

8.9 

Bowman 

12.1 

Dunn 

8.9 

Golden  Valley 

11.6 

Hettinger 

9.5 

Slope 

11.9 

Stark 

9.7 

Percent  High  School  Graduates 
Male         Female 


45.8 


54.8 


40.6 

51.4 

37.3 

50.5 

47.9 

59.3 

39.8 

53.1 

33.0 

49.5 

36.5 

50.9 

38.4 

54.0 

35.9 

46.7 

43.1 

60.8 

60.0 

64.3 

56.6 

62.5 

29.9 

31.2 

29.1 

39.7 

28.2 

38.2 

37.3 

50.5 

25.6 

29.5 

37.9 

42.7 

24.5 

33.0 

23.0 

38.7 

37.6 

41.3 

41.3 

54.1 

27.3 

33.2 

47.5 

58.3 

28.9 

40.3 

36.8 

57.7 

37.7 

47.7 

39.6 

61.0 

41.6 

44.3 
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Rural-Urban  Patterns  of  Residence:  1970 


North  Dakota  has  the  highest  percentage  (25.2%)  of  rural  farm 
residents  in  the  50  states.  Among  the  states  it  has  the  second 
lowest  percentage  of  persons  living  in  urban  areas  (44.3%).  The 
figures  for  the  United  States  are  5.2  percent  rural  farm  and  73.5 
percent  urban.  Urban  is  used  to  describe  towns  and  cities  of  2,500 
persons  or  more. 

The  adjoining  table  shows  the  breakdowns  for  the  counties  of 
western  North  Dakota.  Burleigh  County  (Bismarck)  is  proportionately 
the  most  urbanized  county  in  the  region  with  84.7  percent  of  its 
residents  classified  as  urban.  Ward  (Minot)  and  Stark  (Dickinson) 
Counties  follow  with  75.8  percent  and  64.0  percent  respectively. 
Twenty-one  of  the  twenty-eight  western  counties  do  not  have  a  town 
with  a  population  of  2,500. 

Slope  County  has  the  highest  percentage  of  rural  farm  residents, 
82.6  percent,  in  the  region.  Most  all  of  the  counties  exceed  the 
North  Dakota  level  and  all  are  above  the  national  level. 

Residents  of  towns  with  less  than  2,500  persons  and  people 
living  on  ten  or  less  acres  with  farm  product  sales  under  fifty 
dollars  a  year  are  classified  as  rural  non-farm.  Western  North 
Dakota  county  populations  range  from  70.1  percent  (Burke)  tc  8.8 
percent  (Burleigh)  in  this  category. 


Data  Source:  UDSC  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  Census  of 
Population,  General  Social  and  Economic 
Characteristics  North  Dakota,  1972. 
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Rural -Urban  Residence  Patterns 


Percent 

Percent  Rural 

Percent  Rural 

Urban 
44.3 

Farm 

Non-Farm 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

25.2 

30.5 

REGION  1 

Divide 

- 

45.2 

54.8 

McKenzie 

- 

40.1 

59.9 

Will  iams 

59.4 

15.5 

25.1 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

27.9 

38.4 

33.7 

Burke 

- 

29.9 

70.1 

Mc Henry 

- 

47.9 

52.1 

Mountrail 

- 

34.0 

66.0 

Pierce 

47.2 

42.5 

10.3 

Renville 

- 

48.0 

52.0 

Ward 

75.8 

8.7 

15.5 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

84.7 

6.5 

8.8 

Emmons 

- 

59.1 

40.9 

Grant 

- 

64.0 

36.0 

Kidder 

- 

52.8 

47.2 

McLean 

- 

40.1 

59.9 

Mercer 

- 

33.6 

66.4 

Morton 

55.4 

22.0 

22.6 

Oliver 

- 

62.2 

37.8 

Sheridan 

- 

57.6 

42.4 

Sioux 

- 

31.7 

68.3 

REGION  8 

Adams 

- 

36.3 

63.7 

Billings 

- 

40.7 

59.3 

Bowman 

- 

29.9 

70.1 

Dunn 

- 

65.1 

34.9 

Golden  Valley 

- 

33.3 

66.7 

Hettinger 

- 

42.3 

57.7 

Slope 

- 

82.6 

17.4 

Stark 

64.0 

18.4 

17.6 
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Population  Density:  1966 


The  table  accompanying  this  page  reveals  that  western  North  Dakota, 
relative  to  the  rest  of  the  country,  is  quite  sparsely  populated.  The 
most  densely  populated  county,  Ward  (Minot),  had  27.1  persons  per  square 
mile  and  this  was  less  dense  than  more  than  one-half  of  the  counties 
in  the  nation.  Slope  County,  with  1.1  persons  per  square  mile  in  1966, 
was  less  sparsely  populated  than  97  percent  of  the  counties  in  the 
United  States. 

It  has  been  shown  that  almost  all  of  the  counties  in  the  region 
have  lost  population  since  1966.  Since  the  nation's  population  has 
grown  since  then  on  a  finite  land  area,  it  is  likely  that  many  of  these 
counties  are  even  more  sparsely  settled,  both  absolutely  and  relatively, 
than  they  were  in  1966. 


Data  Source:  Community  Profile  Project,  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity 
Information  Center,  1968. 
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Population  Density 


No.  of  Persons 
Per  Square  Mile 


Percent  of  U.S.  Counties 

Having  a 
Greater  Concentration 


REGION  1 
Divide 

McKenzie 
Williams 

REGION  2 
Bottineau 

Burke 

McHenry 

Mountrail 

Pierce 

Renville 

Ward 

REGION  7 
Burleigh 

Emmons 

Grant 

Kidder 

McLean 

Mercer 

Morton 

Oliver 

Sheridan 

Sioux 

REGION  G 
Adams 

Bill ings 

Bowman 

Dunn 

Golden  Valley 

Hettinger 

Slope 

Stark 


3.8 

2.6 

11.7 

6.0 
4.7 
5.3 
5.3 
6.4 
6.0 
27.1 

21.0 
4.9 
3.4 
3.4 
5.8 
6.2 

11.0 
3.2 
3.6 
4.4 

4.1 
1.1 
3.5 
2.7 
2.8 
5.2 
1.1 
14.9 


90% 

93 

78 

86 
88 
87 
87 
86 
86 
55 

66 
88 
91 
91 
87 
86 
79 
92 
91 
89 

90 
97 
91 
93 
93 
87 
97 
73 
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Nativity  and  State-of-Birth:     1970 


The  ethnic  background  of  western  North  Dakota  residents  is  an 
important  component  in  the  social  structure.  The  table  shows  the 
number  of  county  residents  born  in  the  United  States  of  native 
parentage,  the  number  born  in  this  county  of  mixed  or  foreign 
parentage,  the  number  of  foreign  born  persons,  and  the  percent  of 
residents  born  in  another  state.  Collectively,  these  measures 
indicate  that  many  residents  of  the  counties  in  the  area  are  either 
first  or  second  generation  immigrants.   In  several  counties  the 
level  approaches  or  exceeds  one-third  of  the  population. 

Proportionally,  North  Dakota  has  fewer  foreign  born  residents 
(3.0%)  than  the  United  States  as  a  whole  (4.7%).  Yet  its  level  of 
residents  who  are  native  of  mixed  or  foreign  parentage  (20.7%)  is 
almost  double  the  level  for  the  nation  (11.8%).  The  population 
impact  of  early  twentieth  century  immigrants  and  the  subsequent 
decline  in  immigration  levels  is  very  evident. 

The  percentage  of  residents  born  in  another  state  for  the 
United  States  is  26.3  percent  and  for  North  Dakota  is  21.6  percent. 
Counties  in  western  North  Dakota  generally  lie  below  these  levels. 
Twenty  of  the  twenty-eight  counties  fall  below  the  State  level  and 
twenty-four  of  them  are  below  the  national  level.  This  is  further 
evidence  that  western  North  Dakota  has  attracted  relatively  few  im- 
migrants in  the  recent  past  from  other  parts  of  the  nation. 


Data  Source:  USDC  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  Census  of 
Population,  General  Social  and  Economic 
Characteristics  -  North  Dakota  and  United 
States  Summary,  1972. 
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Nativity  and  State-of-Birth  Characteristics:     1970 


Native  of 
Native  of  Foreigner 

Native  Parentage     Mixed  Parentage 


Percent  Born 

Foreign 

in 

Born 

Different  State 

REGION  1 

Divide 

3,013 

1,373 

178 

27.1 

McKenzie 

4,791 

1,157 

179 

24.2 

Will iams 

15,121 

3,573 

607 

22.9 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

6,723 

2,465 

317 

12.9 

Burke 

3,421 

1,218 

100 

15.0 

McHenry 

6,315 

2,336 

326 

9.7 

Mountrail 

6,375 

1,755 

307 

11.8 

Pierce 

4,554 

1,564 

205 

8.4 

Renville 

2,732 

988 

108 

17.2 

Ward 

47,936 

9,005 

1,619 

35.0 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

31,741 

7,776 

1,197 

19.4 

Emmons 

4,838 

2,056 

306 

11.3 

Grant 

3,289 

1,552 

168 

11.9 

Kidder 

3,248 

969 

145 

10.7 

McLean 

8,079 

2,763 

409 

16.3 

Mercer 

3,972 

1,921 

282 

9.3 

Morton 

14,794 

4,755 

761 

11.8 

Oliver 

1,758 

586 

34 

9.0 

Sheridan 

2,043 

1,098 

91 

8.8 

Sioux 

3,163 

406 

63 

21.7 

REGION  8 

Adams 

2,907 

812 

113 

27.2 

Billings 

6,723 

2,465 

317 

11.6 

Bowman 

3,161 

671 

69 

28.8 

Dunn 

3,524 

1,228 

143 

8.0 

Golden  Valley 

2,206 

379 

26 

22.8 

Hettinger 

3,466 

1,352 

257 

14.3 

Slope 

1,294 

291 

8 

18.1 

Stark 

13,957 

4,682 

865 

10.9 
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Spatial  Distribution  of  Ethnic  Groups  (West  River  Area):  1965 


The  map  shows  population  settlement  patterns  of  the  major  ethnic 
groups  that  inhabit  the  area  west  of  the  Missouri  River  in  North  Dakota 
Similar  maps  that  portray  the  ethnic  composition  of  the  remainder  of 
the  28  county  area  are  not  available. 

The  West  River  region  is  predominately  German-Russian  in  the  east, 
and  Norwegian  and  Anglo-Saxon  (along  the  Little  Missouri  River)  in  the 
west.  Concentrations  of  Ukrainian,  German,  Bohemian,  and  Hungarian 
communities  are  also  found  throughout  the  region. 


Data  Source:  William  Sherman,  North  Dakota  State  University,  Fargo, 
North  Dakota. 
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SOUTH    DAKOTA 

R94W 


ETHNIC   POPULATION   DISTRIBUTION -SOUTHWEST  SECTION  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA 


RURAL  RESIDENTS  AS  OF  1965 


S3 

Hess 


WILLIAM  C.SHERMAN   N.O.S.U.   FARGO,  N.O. 


Religious  Membership:  1971 


Membership  in  a  religious  organization  is  one  of  the  key  ties  to  a 
community  for  many  persons.  The  table  indicates  that  the  two  groups  with 
the  largest  numbers  of  adherents  in  most  western  North  Dakota  counties  are 
American  Lutheran  and  Catholic.  The  figures,  rounded  down  to  the  nearest 
percentage,  cover  four  groups  in  addition  to  American  Lutheran  and 
Catholic.  These  are  United  Church  of  Christ,  United  Methodist,  Lutheran- 
Missouri  Synod,  and  United  Presbyterian  Church-USA. 

Other  groups,  such  as  Lutheran  Church  of  America  and  Episcopal,  have 
a  high  proportion  of  the  total  number  of  adherents  in  selected  counties. 
For  example,  Renville  and  Dunn  Counties  are  15%  and  13%  Lutheran  Church 
of  America,  respectively,  and  Sioux  County  is  16%  Episcopal.  Overall, 
however,  the  area  is  not  highly  diversified  in  religious  membership. 


Data  Source:  Bernard  Quinn,  et  al ,  Churches  and  Church  Membership  in 
the  United  States.  Washington,  D.C.,  Center  for  Applied 
Research  in  the  Apostolate,  1971. 
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PERCENT  OF  TOTAL  ADHERENTS  IDENTIFIED  WITH  MAJOR  RELIGIOUS  GROUPS 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

American 

Un: 
Chi 

ited 
jrch 

Lutheran 
Missouri 

Uni 
Pre 

ted 
sbyterian 

REGION  1 

Lutheran 

Catholic 

of 

Christ 

Methodist 

Synod 

Church-USA 

Divide 

72 

20 

a 

1 

- 

5 

McKenzie 

71 

16 

1 

- 

5 

4 

Williams 

58 

25 

1 

7 

2 

1 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

49 

16 

- 

6 

15 

9 

Burke 

57 

13 

- 

8 

- 

- 

McHenry 

42 

36 

2 

4 

10 

2 

Mountrail 

71 

19 

5 

- 

- 

2 

Pierce 

38 

50 

- 

2 

3 

2 

Renville 

46 

18 

- 

9 

6 

- 

Ward 

34 

32 

1 

5 

9 

7 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

25 

42 

1 

9 

5 

5 

Emmons 

4 

70 

- 

7 

- 

- 

Grant 

36 

36 

7 

4 

- 

3 

Kidder 

38 

16 

4 

18 

7 

3 

McLean 

39 

22 

6 

4 

8 

2 

Mercer 

57 

12 

4 

2 

22 

- 

Morton 

12 

60 

12 

4 

3 

3 

01 iver 

35 

36 

- 

4 

23 

- 

Sheridan 

30 

6 

- 

12 

17 

- 

Sioux 

- 

82 

2 

- 

- 

- 

REGION  8 

Adams 

68 

16 

- 

5 

- 

- 

Billings 

12 

85 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Bowman 

51 

35 

3 

8 

- 

- 

Dunn 

28 

51 

2 

- 

4 

- 

Golden  Valley 

22 

51 

8 

2 

10 

- 

Hettinger 

26 

54 

11 

6 

- 

- 

Slope 

27 

73 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Stark 

9 

82 

2 

2 

2 

- 

aLess  than  1% 
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Recreational  ParticiDation:  1968 


County  data  on  recreational  participation  are  not  available. 
Survey  research  which  summarizes  regional  rates  has  been  completed, 
however.  The  table  lists  the  percentage  of  the  residents  in  each 
region  who  participated  in  twenty-two  activities  in  1968. 

Picnicking  has  the  largest  number  of  participants  of  the 
different  activities.  Other  activities  that  likely  appeal  to  all  age 
groups  and  both  males  and  females  are  fishing,  hiking,  and  camping. 
Roughly  one-fourth  of  the  residents  of  the  region  participated  in 
hunting  and  boating. 

This  same  survey  examined  ownership  patterns  of  recreational  equip- 
ment. Below  are  listed  the  percentages  of  households  in  each  region 
owning  boats,  outboard  motors,  and  snowmobiles. 


Region  1 

Region  2 

Region  7 

Region  8 

Boats 

20.7 

32.2 

19.1 

14.7 

Motors 

22.1 

36.6 

20.8 

14.4 

Snowmobiles 

8.0 

13.9 

5.9 

13.4 

Data  Source:  Rex  Cox  and  Jerome  Johnson,  Outdoor  Recreation  A:tivities 
of  North  Dakota  Residents,  Ag.  Econ.  Report  #72,  Depart- 
ment of  Agricultural  Economics,  North  Dakota  State 
University,  1970. 
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PERCENT  OF  ADULT 
OUTDOOR  RECREATION  PARTICIPATION  BY  REGION: 


1970 


RECREATION  ACTIVITY 

REGION 
1 

REGION 
2 

REGION 
7 

REGION 
8 

STATE 

Hunting 

23.1 

28.4 

25.3 

22.1 

23.7 

Fishing 

Summer 

49.7 

46.4 

52.1 

38.6 

45.0 

Winter 

9.0 

9.7 

9.8 

5.5 

8.2 

Boating 

27.8 

37.1 

30.8 

19.8 

32.3 

Water-skiing 

8.3 

10.4 

8.7 

7.5 

10.0 

Swimming 

In  pools 

36.8 

28.7 

33.7 

26.6 

32.3 

In  other  areas 

26.5 

26.2 

28.4 

20.7 

28.2 

Camping 

36.1 

31.7 

35.7 

29.1 

28.9 

Picnicking 

64.4 

63.0 

68.2 

61.2 

63.3 

Walking,  hiking, 
nature  study 

31.7 

24.2 

27.7 

24.4 

27.8 

Bicycling 

32.8 

23.8 

27.2 

25.7 

28.5 

Ice-skating 

27.6 

19.3 

19.8 

15.7 

19.2 

Snowmobiling 

25.0 

30.4 

17.6 

2n.O 

24.2 

Golf 

11.2 

12.1 

7.8 

6.7 

11.0 

Tennis 

9.0 

5.1 

5.7 

1.2 

5.8 

Baseball -Softball 

18.1 

18.6 

20.2 

21.1 

19.7 

Horseback  riding 

1.8 

3.7 

5.7 

5.5 

3.1 

Football 

.7 

1.5 

.7 

.8 

.9 

Badminton 

.9 

.4 

1.5 

.2 

.9 

Archery 

.2 

.2 

.3 

.7 

.2 

Horseshoes 

1.1 

.4 

1.1 

— 

.8 

Snow  skiing 

7.5 

6.3 

4.9 

5.0 

6.7 
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Commuting:  1970 

The  opposite  column  shows  the  percentage  of  workers  who  were  working 
outside  their  county  of  residence  during  the  census  week  in  1970.  The 
level  for  North  Dakota  was  6.7  percent  while  the  percentage  for  the 
United  States  was  much  higher  at  17.8  percent. 

Western  North  Dakota  workers  in  most  counties  had  relatively  few 
of  their  number  employed  outside  the  county  of  residence.  The  low 
population  density,  the  physical  distances  involved,  and  the  predominately 
agricultural  economic  base  are  the  likely  causes  of  this  tendency. 
Morton  County,  adjacent  to  more  heavily  populated  Burleigh  County,  and 
Slope  County,  adjacent  to  Stark  County,  both  had  levels  above  the  state 
and  national  percentages.  This  situation  can  be  important  in  the  assess- 
ment of  local  economies  as  earnings,  as  reported  by  the  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis,  are  compiled  by  surveying  firms.  Thus,  earnings 
generated  in  one  county  may  be  obtained  by  workers  living  in  another 
county.  This  complicates  county  earnings-income  analysis. 


Data  Source:  USDC  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  Census  of  Population, 
General  Social  and  Economic  Conditions  -  North  Dakota, 
1972. 
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Percent  Working  Outside  County  of  Residence  During  Census  Week 


REGION  1 

Divide  6.1 

McKenzie  6.5 

Williams  5.8 

REGION  2 

Bottineau  7.5 

Burke  4.4 

McHenry  12.0 

Mountrail  5.0 

Pierce  5.5 

Renville  5.1 

Ward  2.0 

REGION  7 

Burleigh  7.5 

Emmons  1.6 

Grant  5.1 

Kidder  8.7 

McLean  6.4 

Mercer  3.6 

Morton  20.4 

Oliver  9.9 

Sheridan  5.8 

Sioux  8.8 

REGION  8 

Adams  7.7 

Billings  1.3 

Bowman  5.6 

Dunn  4.1 

Golden  Valley  6.1 

Hettinger  5.4 

Slope  18.6 

Stark  4.8 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  EARNINGS 


Median  Family  Income:  1949,  1959,  1970 
Per  Capita  Personal  Income:  1950-1972 
Per  Capita  Personal  Income  Relative  to  the 
National  Levels:  1965,  1967,  1969 
Income  Distribution:  1970 


40 
42 

44 
46 


Earnings 


Earnings:  1950-1972 

Total  Labor  and  Proprietors  Earnings 

Total  Farm  Earnings 

Total  Mining  Earnings 

Total  Manufacturing  Earnings 

Total  Contract  Construction  Earnings 

Total  Government  Earnings 

Total  Transportation,  et  al . ,  Earnings 

Total  Wholesale  and  Retail  Trade  Earnings 

Total  Finance,  et  al . ,  Earnings 

Total  Services  and  Other  Earnings 


48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 


Employment 


Labor  Force:  1950,  1960,  1970 

Employment:  1968,  1970,  1972 

Wage  and  Salary  Employment 

Farm  Employment 

Manufacturing  Employment 

All  Government  Employment 

Mining  Employment 

Construction  Employment 

Transportation,  et  al . ,  Employment 

Finance,  et  al . ,  Employment 

Services  and  Other  Employment 

Trade  Employment 

Seasonality  of  Employment:  1965-1967 


59 
61 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 


Median  Family  Income:  1949,  1959,  1970 


Median  family  income  is  presented  as  a  measure  of  the  economic 
status  of  North  Dakota  counties  and  their  residents.  For  1970,  the 
United  States  median  was  $9,590  and  North  Dakota's  median  was  $7,838. 

Examination  of  the  1970  column  reveals  that  several  of  the 
counties  had  levels  about  the  North  Dakota  median,  but  none  surpassed 
the  national  median.  Burleigh  County  (Bismarck)  site  of  the  State 
Capitol,  with  many  white  collar  and  technical/scientific  personnel, 
was  very  close  to  the  national  level  in  1970.  Sioux  County  in  Region 
7  and  Billings  County  in  Region  8  had  the  lowest  levels  at  $5,100  and 
$4,767,  respectively. 


Data  Sources:  USDC  Bureau  of  the  Census  (1950,  1960,  1970) 
Census  of  Population,  General  Social  and 
Economic  Characteristics  -  North  Dakota. 
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MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME 
1949  1959 


REGION  1 

Divide 

$2,798 

$4,184 

$6,763 

McKenzie 

2,648 

4,403 

7,450 

Williams 

3,188 

5,432 

8,579 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

2,693 

4,254 

7,379 

Burke 

2,683 

3,811 

6,701 

McHenry 

2,458 

3,688 

6,917 

Mountrail 

2,913 

3,926 

6,455 

Pierce 

2,598 

4,124 

7,147 

Renville 

3,313 

4,113 

7,856 

Ward 

3,434 

5,365 

8,371 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

3,407 

5,658 

9,372 

Emmons 

2,306 

3,352 

7,417 

Grant 

2,368 

3,177 

5,634 

Kidder 

2,034 

3,028 

5,422 

McLean 

3,205 

3,768 

7,106 

Mercer 

2,902 

3,665 

6,714 

Morton 

3,023 

4,300 

7,420 

01 iver 

3,077 

2,213 

6,539 

Sheridan 

2,675 

2,385 

6,287 

Sioux 

1,946 

2,732 

5,100 

REGION  8 

Adams 

3,298 

4,108 

7,613 

Billings 

— 

2,896 

4,767 

Bowman 

3,038 

5,344 

7,388 

Dunn 

2,500 

3,229 

6,602 

Golden  Valley 

3,105 

3,571 

7,373 

Hettinger 

2,992 

4,164 

6,763 

Slope 

3,156 

4,905 

7,932 

Stark 

2,829 

4,386 

7,370 
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Per  Capita  Personal  Income:  1950-1972 

The  following  table  shows  the  level  of  per  capita  income  for 
the  counties  of  western  North  Dakota.  The  years  included  are  1950, 
1959,  1965,  1968,  1970,  and  1972. 

Inflationary  changes  in  the  value  of  the  dollar,  year-to-year 
fluctuations  in  the  prices  of  farm  products  and  factors  of  pro- 
duction, the  lack  of  national  reference  points,  and  similar  factors 
complicate  the  interpretation  of  such  a  series.  Regardless,  they 
are  here  presented  as  a  reference  and  to  facilitate  the  interpretation 
of  tables  presented  elsewhere. 

In  the  most  recent  year  displayed,  1972,  Adams  and  Bowman 
Counties  in  Region  8  and  Burleigh  County  in  Region  7  were  the  only 
three  counties  with  per  capita  income  levels  over  $4,000.  The 
county  with  the  lowest  figure,  Billings  County,  had  a  level  of  less 
than  40%  of  the  three  highest  counties.  Thus,  there  was  a  wide 
variation  in  the  levels  of  income  for  the  twenty-eight  counties. 


Data  Source:  USDC,  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis,  Regional 

Economics  Information  System,  Personal  Income 
by  Major  Sources  and  Earnings  by  Broad  Industrial 
Sector  -  North  Dakota,  1974. 
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PER  CAPITA  PERSONAL   INCOME 


REGION  1  1950  1959  1965  1968  1970  1972 

Divide  $1,570  $1,524  $2,480  $2,499  $2,638  $3,500 

McKenzie  1,203  1,398  1,780  1,724  2,061  2,551 

Williams  1,476  2,409  2,617  2,920  3,124  3,733 

REGION  2 

Bottineau  1,342  1,258  2,550  2,434  2,454  3,111 

Burke  1,591  1,264  2,550  2,459  2,450  3,142 

McHenry  1,112  913  1,900  2,045  2,371  3,016 

Mountrail  1,395  1,242  2,221  2,261  2,473  2,818 

Pierce  1,125  910  2,037  2,229  2,566  3,168 

Renville  1,796  1,175  2,758  2,620  2,467  3,139 

Ward  1,602  1,804  2,378  3,139  3,397  3,766 

REGION  7 

Burleigh  1,622  1,840  2,362  3,033  3,527  4,141 

Emmons  983  1,040  1,667  1,881  2,186  3,119 

Grant  775  961  1,804  2,082  2,574  3,389 

Kidder  964  1,071  2,110  2,227  2,794  3,725 

McLean  1,091  1,008  2,212  2,276  2,769  3,431 

Mercer  1,167  1,174  2,349  2,224  2,675  3,581 

Morton  1,038  1,277  1,949  2,219  2,873  3,413 

Oliver  1,140  776  1,882  1,972  3,355  3,324 

Sheridan  1,037  428  1,985  1,802  2,430  3,334 

Sioux  624  829  1,453  1,634  2,111  3,001 

REGION  8 

Adams  1,320  1,617  2,474  2,871  3,432  4,236 

Billings  998  1,300  1,296  338  1,032  1,430 

Bowman  1,203  1,717  2,569  2,728  3,297  4,136 

Dunn  827  810  1,559  1,520  2,116  2,826 

Golden   Valley  1,261  1,412  2,596  2,578  3,102  4,042 

Hettinger  820  1,250  2,134  2,221  2,679  3,360 

Slope  1,132  1,322  2,131  1,636  2,380  3,803 

Stark  1,011  1,340  1,721  2,265  2,682  3,170 
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Per  Capita  Income 
Relative  to  the  National  Levels:  1965,  1967,  1969 

Placing  the  income  levels  within  a  national  perspective  should 
be  helpful  in  understanding  the  economic  situation  in  western  North 
Dakota.  The  table  shows  the  percentage  of  the  national  per  capita 
income  that  the  twenty-eight  counties  reached  in  1965,  1967,  and 
1969.  Only  one  county,  Golden  Valley  in  1969,  matched  or  exceeded 
the  national  level  during  these  three  years. 

Many  of  the  counties  have  been  identified  as  "chronically  20% 
or  more  below  the  national  average."  These  counties,  marked  by  an 
asterisk,  are  the  genuine  economic  problem  areas  of  the  region  as 
out-migration  tends  to  be  highly  associated  with  such  problems.  To- 
gether these  two  factors  generate  a  number  of  additional  problems 
that  are  connected  with  them.  Four  of  the  counties  had  per  capita 
income  levels  below  60%  of  the  national  average  in  1969.  Economic 
development  problems  are  most  acute  in  these  counties. 


Data  Source:  USDC  Office  of  Regional  Economic  Coordination, 
Upper  Missouri  River  Region:  A  Socio-Economic 
Profile,  1972. 
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PER  CAPITA  PERSONAL  INCOME  AS  PERCENT  OF  NATIONAL  INCOME 

U.S.  =  100 

1965  1967  1969 


REGION  1 

Divide 

88 

87 

86 

McKenzie* 

54 

65 

65 

Will iams 

90 

87 

86 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

99 

91 

90 

Burke 

88 

81 

78 

McHenry* 

67 

66 

68 

Mountrail  * 

73 

74 

76 

Pierce* 

77 

75 

79 

Renville 

107 

98 

98 

Ward 

88 

91 

89 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

86 

91 

91 

Emmons* 

53 

53 

58 

Grant* 

58 

58 

62 

Kidder* 

68 

63 

72 

McLean 

85 

83 

84 

Mercer* 

82 

72 

71 

Morton* 

69 

65 

64 

Oliver* 

66 

66 

90 

Sheridan* 

66 

63 

65 

Sioux* 

43 

50 

51 

REGION  8 

Adams* 

76 

74 

79 

Billings* 

53 

39 

52 

Bowman 

85 

89 

84 

Dunn* 

46 

48 

54 

Golden  Valley 

88 

91 

104 

Hettinger* 

71 

70 

75 

Slope* 

66 

84 

91 

Stark* 

62 

67 

68 

♦Denotes  counties  with  per  capita  income  levels  chronically  20  percent 
or  more  below  the  national  average. 
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Income  Distribution:  1970 

The  final  indicators  of  annual  income  that  deserve  attention 

relate  to  the  distributive  patterns  of  the  incomes  of  western  North 

Dakota.  The  table  displays  the  percent  of  the  families  below  the 

official  poverty  levels  and  the  percent  of  families  with  incomes 
above  $15,000  in  1970. 

Poverty  levels  vary  by  several  factors.  For  example,  the  level 
in  1969  for  an  unrelated  female  living  on  a  farm  and  over  65  in  age 
was  $1,487.  The  level  for  a  male-headed  household  not  living  on  a 
farm  with  seven  or  more  persons  was  $6,116.  The  "average"  poverty 
level  established,  for  a  male-headed  household  with  four  persons 
not  living  on  a  farm,  was  $3,745  in  1969. 

The  first  column,  displaying  the  percent  of  families  below  the 
poverty  level,  shows  that  twenty-three  of  the  twenty-eight  counties 
exceed  the  national  level  of  10.7%  in  1970.  The  North  Dakota  per- 
centage was  12.4%  of  families.  Ward  and  Burleigh  Counties,  the  two 
most  heavily  populated  counties  in  the  region,  were  well  below  both 
the  national  and  state  levels.  Several  of  the  counties,  however, 
were  far  higher.  Sioux  County,  for  example,  was  more  than  three 
times  the  North  Dakota  level. 

The  second  column,  showing  the  percentage  of  families  with 
annual  incomes  exceeding  $15,000  annually  reveals  that  most  counties 
have  a  lower  proportion  of  families  in  the  higher  income  levels  than 
the  nation  or  state.  The  United  States  percentage  was  20.6%  and 
the  North  Dakota  percentage  was  12.8%. 


Data  Source:  USDC  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  Census  of 
Population  General  Social  and  Economic 
Characteristics  -  North  Dakota,  1972. 
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INCOME  DISTRIBUTION 


REGION  1 
Divide 
McKenzie 
Williams 

REGION  2 
Bottineau 
Burke 
McHenry 
Mountrail 
Pierce 
Renville 
Ward 

REGION  7 
Burleigh 
Emmons 
Grant 
Kidder 
McLean 
Mercer 
Morton 
Oliver 
Sheridan 
Sioux 

REGION  8 
Adams 
Billings 
Bowman 
Dunn 

Golden  Valley 
Hettinger 
Slope 
Stark 


Percent  In 
Poverty 

14.6 
17.5 
10.5 


13.3 

14.6 
16.6 
20.4 
15.6 
10.7 
8.0 

9.0 
16.7 
24.1 
22.8 
17.9 
17.7 
13.4 
18.3 
23.9 
38.2 

12.3 
28.0 
9.8 
20.0 
14.4 
18.3 
11.2 
14.6 


Percent 
S15,00U+ 

5.3 
11.0 
11.3 


11.9 
6.6 
6.7 
8.1 
9.3 
12.2 
13.5 

16.6 
19.5 
9.0 
8.7 
8.0 
7.1 
8.1 
7.4 
13.9 
5.3 

13.9 
1.8 
8.4 
11.1 
13.4 
11.1 
16.0 
10.9 
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I  ^^Earnings 


Earnings:  1950-1972 


Total  earnings  and  total  earnings  by  broad  industrial  sector 
for  the  years  1950,  1959,  1965,  1968,  1970,  and  1972  are  presented 
for  each  county  in  this  section.  This  information  is  included  as 
reference  material;  given  the  volume  of  data,  even  a  brief  narrative 
is  not  feasible. 

The  term  "earnings"  is  the  sum  of  wages  and  salaries,  other 
labor  income,  and  proprietor's  incomes  in  each  industry.  For  the 
United  States  as  a  whole,  earnings  in  all  industries  combined  ac- 
count for  roughly  80  percent  of  total  personal  income.  Other 
elements  of  personal  income  are  property  income  and  transfer  payments 
At  the  national  level,  however,  total  earnings  rather  consistently 
make  up  about  64  percent  of  GNP.  Thus,  measures  of  earnings  can  be 
applied  toward  roughly  estimating  gross  production  (1972  OBERS 
Projections,  Volume  1_  Concepts,  Methodology,  and  Summary  Data. 
Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis,  Regional  Economic  Analysis  Division, 
1974). 


Data  Sources:  USDC  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis,  Regional 
Economic  Information  System,  Personal  Income 
by  Major  Sources  and  Earnings  by  Broad  Industrial 
Sector  -  North  Dakota  (print-out),  1970  and  1974. 
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Total  Labor  and  Proprietors  Earnings 
(thousands  of  dollars) 

1950      1959      1965      1968      1970     1972 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

677,249 

768,727 

1,222,427 

1,273,226 

1,479,854  1 

,868,087 

REGION  1 

Divide 

8,520 

6,403 

9,975 

8,882 

8,672 

10,915 

McKenzie 

7,168 

8,123 

8,542 

7,314 

8,720 

11,208 

Williams 

21,580 

42,732 

42,047 

43,717 

44,191 

52,733 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

14,562 

10,639 

20,160 

16,464 

14,755 

19,978 

Burke 

9,425 

5,561 

10,608 

8,675 

7,623 

9,980 

McHenry 

11,944 

7,179 

14,371 

12,985 

13,845 

18,517 

Mountrail 

11,585 

9,036 

15,718 

13,773 

13,859 

16,369 

Pierce 

8,398 

4,692 

11,151 

10,356 

11,007 

15,222 

Renville 

8,780 

4,073 

9,628 

7,534 

6,326 

8,473 

Ward 

47,744 

68,139 

120,924 

146,487 

164,818 

192,162 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

31,374 

49,427 

76,649 

96,161 

115,046 

142,843 

Emmons 

8,351 

6,750 

9,943 

10,097 

11,267 

16,702 

Grant 

4,663 

4,593 

7,421 

7,990 

9.425 

13,425 

Kidder 

5,140 

4,551 

8,580 

7,969 

9,729 

13,080 

McLean 

17,404 

10,377 

22,739 

19,877 

22,648 

29,538 

Mercer 

8,563 

6,366 

12,980 

10,849 

12,594 

17,317 

Morton 

16,763 

20,556 

32,029 

33,586 

43,482 

54,584 

01 iver 

2,950 

1,719 

3,889 

4,039 

7,085 

6,347 

Sheridan 

4,703 

1,045 

5,657 

4,359 

5,690 

8,442 

Sioux 

1,844 

2,354 

4,567 

4,598 

5,404 

8,520 

REGION  8 

Adams 

5,552 

5,433 

7,587 

8,184 

9,455 

11,495 

Bill ings 

1,444 

1,802 

1,588 

161 

956 

1,421 

Bowman 

4,074 

5,270 

7,917 

7,248 

8,801 

11,830 

Dunn 

5,064 

4,008 

6,668 

5,640 

7,603 

10,824 

Golden  Valley 

3,866 

3,143 

5,452 

4,783 

5,770 

7,967 

Hettinger 

4,724 

6,079 

9,275 

8,282 

9,556 

11,996 

Slope 

2,333 

2,197 

2,890 

1,996 

2,928 

4,255 

Stark 

14,146 

18,492 

26,691 

32,086 

38,492 

47,052 

(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  totals. 
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Total  Farm 
(thousands 

Earnings* 
of  dollars) 

1950 

1959 

1965 

1968 

1970 

1972 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

299,416 

147,126 

336,543 

238,313 

252,519 

406,694 

REGION  1 

Divide 

5,509 

1,276 

5,289 

3,579 

2,454 

4,285 

McKenzie 

5,268 

3,385 

3,072 

386 

1,943 

3,405 

Williams 

6.131 

2,018 

8,260 

4,852 

2,324 

7,139 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

9,926 

4,049 

10,306 

5,239 

2,783 

6,373 

Burke 

7,056 

1,686 

4,856 

2,872 

1,847 

2,886 

McHenry 

8,173 

1,910 

6,918 

4,389 

4,433 

8,022 

Mountrail 

7,798 

1,964 

8,356 

5,298 

4,454 

5,093 

Pierce 

4,458 

611 

5,587 

3,580 

3,202 

5,857 

Renville 

7,113 

1,709 

5,808 

3,327 

2,307 

3,840 

Ward 

13,434 

3,829 

11,607 

8,637 

6,681 

10,347 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

5,023 

2,659 

5,525 

5,059 

5,350 

10,183 

Emmons 

5,629 

2,705 

5,387 

4,506 

4,999 

9,764 

Grant 

3,050 

2,261 

4,212 

4,534 

5,466 

8,737 

Kidder 

3,575 

1,796 

3,978 

3,662 

4,857 

7,901 

McLean 

9,562 

2,125 

11,689 

7,997 

7,087 

12,424 

Mercer 

4,022 

1,493 

3,597 

2,408 

2,692 

4,740 

Morton 

5,560 

2,093 

5,826 

5,620 

7,109 

10,603 

Oliver 

2,528 

824 

2,405 

1,960 

2,369 

3,977 

Sheridan 

3,694 

-  456 

3,660 

2,164 

2,909 

4,615 

Sioux 

804 

832 

1,762 

1,525 

2,078 

3,618 

REGION  8 

Adams 

3,036 

1,741 

3,463 

3,466 

4,179 

5,544 

Billings 

1,096 

1,234 

164 

-1,086 

-  304 

-  132 

Bowman 

2,252 

2,259 

3,510 

2,582 

3,269 

5,552 

Dunn 

3,720 

2.134 

3,844 

2,940 

4,559 

7,426 

Golden  Valley 

2,111 

852 

2,728 

1,048 

1,862 

3,846 

Hettinger 

2,038 

2,707 

5,206 

3,565 

4,365 

6,023 

Slope 

1,834 

1,739 

2,404 

1,419 

2,264 

3,543 

Stark 

3,833 

1,831 

4,462 

3,565 

4,792 

7,385 

(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  totals. 

*Includes  agricultural  production,  agricultural  services,  forestry,  fisheries 
establishments. 
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Total  Mining  Earnings* 
(thousands  of  dollars) 

1950      1959      1965      1968      1970     1972 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

4,227 

14,972 

13,411 

15,143 

15,622 

15,570 

REGION  1 

Divide 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

McKenzie 

2 

188 

597 

1,263 

619 

(D) 

Williams 

154 

6,508 

5,392 

5,576 

5,070 

4,441 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

2 

68 

788 

794 

749 

745 

Burke 

(D) 

322 

1,075 

588 

594 

986 

McHenry 

9 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

66 

Mountrail 

3 

149 

282 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Pierce 

(D) 

- 

(D) 

- 

- 

59 

Renvil le 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

265 

282 

Ward 

240 

1,087 

737 

(D) 

899 

(D) 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

118 

2,899 

404 

759 

371 

240 

Emmons 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Grant 

4 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Kidder 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(D) 

McLean 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

136 

298 

100 

Mercer 

1,794 

497 

1,045 

1,323 

2,375 

2,509 

Morton 

(D) 

99 

216 

113 

78 

145 

01 iver 

11 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Sheridan 

2 

- 

- 

- 

151 

579 

Sioux 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

- 

- 

(D) 

REGION  8 

Adams 

36 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Bill ings 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Bowman 

25 

113 

414 

(D) 

447 

451 

Dunn 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

64 

Golden  Valley 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Hettinger 

3 

- 

(D) 

- 

(D) 

(D) 

Slope 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

73 

(D) 

Stark 

222 

383 

374 

789 

1,242 

1,142 

(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  totals. 

♦Includes  metals,  anthracite,  bituminous  and  lignite,  crude  petroleum  and  natural 
gas,  and  non-metallic  (except  fuels)  establishments. 
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Total  Manufacturing  Earnings* 
(thousands  of  dollars) 


1950 

1959 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

19,128 

31,942 

REGION  1 

Divide 

53 

80 

McKenzie 

13 

(D) 

Williams 

281 

812 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

126 

233 

Burke 

(D) 

(D) 

McHenry 

97 

85 

Mountrail 

4 

(D) 

Pierce 

(D) 

(D) 

Renville 

35 

66 

Ward 

1,399 

2,847 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

1,270 

2,359 

Emmons 

106 

68 

Grant 

6 

(D) 

Kidder 

16 

(D) 

McLean 

53 

148 

Mercer 

9 

(D) 

Morton 

713 

2,479 

Oliver 

2 

(D) 

Sheridan 

14 

(D) 

Sioux 

(D) 

(D) 

REGION  8 

Adams 

139 

146 

Billings 

- 

- 

Bowman 

8 

(D) 

Dunn 

2 

(D) 

Golden  Valley 

13 

(D) 

Hettinger 

16 

(D) 

Slope 

- 

- 

Stark 

919 

991 

1965      1968      1970     1972 


48,063     58,388    77,062    90,871 


125 

83 

(D) 

107 

100 

69 

73 

109 

1,430 

2,665 

2,940 

3,201 

343 

315 

379 

448 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

200 

325 

438 

382 

(D) 

57 

94 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

453 

564 

55 

62 

(D) 

(D) 

6,912 

7,624 

10,045 

7,038 

4,120 

5,303 

6,230 

7,643 

114 

171 

206 

245 

(D) 

(D) 

68 

84 

93 

(D) 

(D) 

115 

169 

111 

188 

265 

195 

234 

157 

208 

2,178 

2,414 

6,464 

7,211 

(D) 

(D) 

- 

- 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

216       301       421      493 

(D)  (D)  (D)  (D) 

(D)  (D)  (D)  (D) 

73  176  239  124 

(D)  (D)  57  112 

1,661  2,170  2,717  5,016 

(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  totals. 

*Includes  food  and  kindred,  textile  mill,  apparel,  paper,  printing,  chemicals, 
petroleum  refining,  primary  motels,  fabricated  metals,  machinery,  electrical 
machinery,  motor  vehicles,  transportation  equipment  and  other  manufacturing 
establ ishments. 
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Total  Contract  Construction  Earnings* 
(thousands  of  dollars) 

1950      1959      1965      1968      1970     1972 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

38,048 

66,706 

97 

,145 

74 

,541 

107,684 

146,552 

REGION  1 

Divide 

41 

70 

437 

171 

263 

135 

McKenzie 

167 

390 

307 

413 

420 

590 

Williams 

802 

3,512 

2 

,351 

2 

,472 

2,445 

3,125 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

450 

818 

677 

988 

637 

762 

Burke 

125 

371 

266 

513 

268 

244 

McHenry 

286 

635 

759 

867 

871 

1,103 

Mountrail 

210 

451 

303 

549 

709 

450 

Pierce 

307 

323 

365 

454 

470 

657 

Renville 

67 

75 

365 

469 

297 

391 

Ward 

2,895 

8,402 

6 

,895 

7 

,972 

8,357 

11,835 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

3,129 

5,089 

7 

,391 

8 

,464 

10,226 

13,301 

Emmons 

443 

342 

237 

354 

389 

390 

Grant 

51 

(D) 

246 

116 

186 

248 

Kidder 

39 

140 

848 

320 

339 

325 

McLean 

2,205 

628 

1 

,624 

1 

,096 

2,012 

2,342 

Mercer 

237 

493 

3 

,063 

839 

828 

1,799 

Morton 

769 

1  ,506 

3 

,154 

2 

,157 

2,570 

3,533 

01 iver 

(D) 

(D) 

377 

574 

1,808 

175 

Sheridan 

25 

(D) 

105 

123 

156 

247 

Sioux 

10 

(D) 

364 

(D) 

88 

(D) 

REGION  8 

Adams 

253 

284 

355 

370 

355 

343 

Billings 

6 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

83 

Bowman 

71 

136 

178 

151 

289 

329 

Dunn 

35 

58 

466 

205 

229 

187 

Golden  Valley 

188 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Hettinger 

78 

97 

138 

387 

365 

375 

Slope 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Stark 

891 

1,176 

1 

,859 

2 

,244 

2,492 

2,679 

(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  totals. 

*Includes  new  work,  additions,  alterations,  and  repair  establishments. 
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Total  Government  Earnings* 
(thousands  of  dollars) 

1950      1959      1965      1968      1970     1972 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

69,000 

132,617 

238,604 

309,218 

371,816 

445,150 

REGION  1 

Divide 

588 

1,356 

1,735 

2,111 

2,708 

3,161 

McKenzie 

540 

966 

1,333 

1,451 

1,720 

2,070 

Williams 

1,368 

3,384 

4,845 

6,145 

7,270 

8,525 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

1,122 

1,888 

2,534 

2,994 

3,654 

4,282 

Burke 

736 

1,144 

1,428 

1,733 

1,910 

2,220 

Mc Henry 

1,034 

1,788 

2,203 

2,631 

3,020 

3,452 

Mountrail 

851 

1,906 

2,740 

3,275 

3,608 

4,531 

Pierce 

653 

907 

1,087 

1,301 

1,504 

1,757 

Renville 

453 

883 

1,045 

1,162 

1,320 

1,525 

Ward 

3,526 

11,196 

42,394 

59,469 

69,787 

83,862 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

7,416 

11,024 

17,639 

23,049 

29,389 

34,186 

Emmons 

653 

973 

1,298 

1,553 

1,824 

2,125 

Grant 

565 

906 

1,079 

1,183 

1,357 

1,575 

Kidder 

509 

865 

1,005 

1,109 

1,277 

1,497 

McLean 

2,014 

2,884 

3,380 

4,277 

5,611 

6,495 

Mercer 

594 

910 

1,155 

1,560 

1,653 

1,959 

Morton 

1,977 

3,044 

4,652 

5,950 

7,374 

8,683 

Oliver 

240 

534 

647 

646 

759 

887 

Sheridan 

368 

602 

713 

773 

961 

1,185 

Sioux 

685 

1,091 

1,731 

2,138 

2,196 

3,537 

REGION  8 

Adams 

518 

697 

904 

1,061 

1,232 

1,432 

Billings 

198 

369 

439 

532 

578 

772 

Bowman 

397 

714 

1,088 

1,067 

1  ,223 

1,459 

Dunn 

583 

896 

1,042 

1,152 

1,294 

1,515 

Golden  Valley 

343 

518 

636 

752 

856 

985 

Hettinger 

502 

900 

1,220 

1,366 

1,600 

1,880 

Slope 

178 

207 

197 

233 

273 

318 

Stark 

1,526 

3,274 

3,967 

5,243 

5,911 

6,799 

(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  totals. 

♦Includes  Federal,  state,  local,  and  international  government  activities  and 
the  armed  forces. 
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Total  Transportation,  Communication  and  Public  Utilities  Earnings* 
(thousands  of  dollars) 

1950  1959  1965  1968  1970  1972 

NORTH  DAKOTA     52,636  70,813  83,889  96,418  110,536  132,367 

REGION  1 

Divide                           131  107  164  171  207  250 

McKenzie                       103  1,072  577  781  702  646 

Williams                   2,535  3,536  3,886  4,173  4,476  5,148 

REGION  2 

Bottineau                     323  347  817  935  1,144  1,219 

Burke                             388  404  680  721  836  991 

McHenry                         508  591  1,190  1,347  1,474  1,818 

Mountrail                     674  1,156  764  800  936  1,140 

Pierce                           411  511  727  811  1,037  1,203 

Renville                       128  160  222  221  245  376 

Ward                           8,140  12,232  11,503  12,648  14,110  15,832 

REGION  7 

Burleigh                   1,837  2,364  5,764  8,306  11,078  13,934 

Emmons                           125  457  358  394  419  460 

Grant                             187  151  276  261  302  389 

Kidder                           149  270  418  483  614  718 

McLean                           456  570  652  672  713  868 

Mercer                           371  333  1,086  1,566  1,766  2,260 

Morton                       2,231  3,863  3,989  4,375  4,974  6,353 

Oliver                             24  65  69  334  761  1,040 

Sheridan                         61  91  108  (D)  135  170 

Sioux                              113  (D)  (D)  (D)  (D)  (D) 

REGION  8 

Adams                             215  372  381  534  570  548 

Billings                         52  (D)  (D)  57  (D)  (D) 

Bowman                             96  104  221  247  289  348 

Dunn                                86  87  159  177  211  279 

Golden  Valley             139  106        .  164  158  200  236 

Hettinger                     433  422  323  341  430  566 

Slope                             231  191  202  197  220  261 

Stark                          1,573  2,626  2,353  2,943  3,239  3,836 

(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual   reporting  units, 
included  in  state  totals. 

♦Includes  railroad,  trucking,  other  transportation,  communications,  and  utilities 
(electricity,  gas,  sanitary)  establishments. 
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Total  Wholesale  and  Retail  Trade  Earnings* 
(thousands  of  dollars) 

1950      1959      1965      1968      1970     1972 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

133,779 

186,088 

226,482 

258,581 

290,804 

329,184 

REGION  1 

Divide 

703 

1,046 

1,191 

1,176 

1,190 

1,355 

McKenzie 

774 

1,249 

1,399 

1  ,674 

1,976 

2,035 

Williams 

8,383 

17,858 

8,826 

9,631 

10,311 

10,802 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

1,900 

2,130 

2,698 

3,092 

3,141 

3,465 

Burke 

795 

1,055 

1,491 

1,350 

1,298 

1,573 

McHenry 

1,430 

1  ,597 

2,045 

2,247 

2,355 

2,206 

Mountrail 

1,665 

2,559 

2,052 

2,121 

2,353 

2,519 

Pierce 

1,549 

1,475 

1,974 

2,227 

2,218 

2,670 

Renville 

761 

885 

1,184 

1,222 

1,214 

1,378 

Ward 

12,781 

16,867 

21,995 

24,586 

28,154 

32,358 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

7,370 

11,634 

17,157 

21 ,894 

26,387 

30,142 

Emmons 

1,069 

1,475 

1,480 

1,704 

1,844 

1,996 

Grant 

594 

710 

875 

995 

1,065 

1,111 

Kidder 

617 

979 

1,317 

1,440 

1,546 

1,494 

McLean 

2,086 

2,476 

2,801 

2,851 

3,187 

3,526 

Mercer 

1,161 

1,832 

1,706 

1,595 

1,676 

1,835 

Morton 

3,670 

4,715 

7,730 

7,787 

8,806 

10,774 

Oliver 

114 

211 

283 

344 

1,136 

202 

Sheridan 

324 

449 

581 

641 

800 

919 

Sioux 

164 

233 

299 

375 

402 

474 

REGION  8 

Adams 

1,045 

1,510 

1,347 

1,458 

1,598 

1,753 

Billings 

70 

111 

254 

436 

506 

437 

Bowman 

965 

1,337 

1,540 

1,770 

1,960 

2,111 

Dunn 

456 

571 

751 

693 

738 

772 

Golden  Valley 

716 

822 

807 

1,053 

1,107 

1,144 

Hettinger 

1,306 

1,452 

1,505 

1,613 

1,665 

1,821 

Slope 

68 

(D) 

58 

72 

69 

71 

Stark 

3,127 

4,396 

6,134 

7,766 

8,378 

9,127 

(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  totals. 

♦Includes  firms  engaged  in  selling  merchandise  to  retailers,  to  industrial, 
commercial,  institutional,  or  professional  users,  acting  as  agents  in  buying 
merchandise  --  retail  firms  are  engaged  in  selling  merchandise  for  personal, 
household,  or  farm  consumption  and  rendering  services  incidental  to  the  sale  of 
the  goods. 
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Total  Finance  Insurance  and  Real  Estate  Earnings 
(thousands  of  dollars) 

1950      1959      1965      1968      1970 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

13,660 

30,545 

43,578 

52,490 

56,531 

66,865 

REGION  1 

Divide 

42 

122 

186 

(0) 

(D) 

239 

McKenzie 

34 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

290 

Williams 

239 

908 

1,404 

(D) 

1,653 

1,474 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

119 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Burke 

59 

303 

265 

195 

281 

430 

Mc Henry 

108 

169 

309 

275 

315 

(D) 

Mountrail 

70 

162 

255 

(D) 

(D) 

381 

Pierce 

70 

119 

236 

275 

308 

(D) 

Renvil le 

42 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Ward 

939 

2,733 

4,081 

5,012 

5,011 

5,801 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

1,398 

2,623 

5,009 

6,221 

5,993 

7,120 

Emmons 

38 

148 

239 

253 

267 

343 

Grant 

25 

114 

152 

163 

135 

175 

Kidder 

38 

(D) 

(D) 

175 

173 

219 

McLean 

133 

203 

355 

387 

380 

458 

Mercer 

60 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Morton 

265 

615 

1,048 

1,198 

1    207 

1,470 

Oliver 

3 

(0) 

(D) 

(D) 

- 

- 

Sheridan 

35 

56 

109 

106 

(D) 

161 

Sioux 

- 

(D) 

(D) 

- 

(D) 

(D) 

REGION  8 

Adams 

39 

87 

134 

143 

153 

170 

Bill ings 

(D) 

- 

- 

- 

(D) 

(0) 

Bowman 

40 

98 

184 

208 

233 

269 

Dunn 

35 

66 

96 

(D) 

(D) 

153 

Golden  Valley 

57 

103 

149 

221 

229 

240 

Hettinger 

75 

142 

236 

265 

288 

332 

Slope 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Stark 

236 

465 

1,026 

1,275 

1,459 

1,467 

(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  totals. 
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Total  Services  and  Other  Earnings* 
(thousands  of  dollars) 

1950      1959      1965      1968      1970     1972 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

47,355 

37,918 

134,712 

169,634 

197,280 

(D) 

REGION  1 

Divide 

213 

+  (D) 

453 

714 

840 

897 

1,151 

McKenzie 

268 

677 

926 

1,074 

1,040 

1,327 

Williams 

1,687 

4,172 

5,653 

6,453 

7,602 

8,878 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

594 

822 

1,632 

1,739 

1,824 

2,111 

Burke 

214 

259 

532 

664 

559 

607 

McHenry 

299 

369 

718 

849 

901 

1,098 

Mountrail 

310 

657 

921 

1,131 

1,228 

1,745 

Pierce 

837 

575 

853 

1,312 

1,815 

2,021 

Renville 

173 

+  (D) 

229 

478 

625 

505 

499 

Ward 

4,390 

8,946 

14,800 

18,944 

21,774 

23,832 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

3,813 

8,776 

13,640 

17,106 

20,022 

26,094 

Emmons 

287 

582 

830 

1,162 

1,319 

1,379 

Grant 

181 

363 

537 

673 

817 

1,066 

Kidder 

197 

365 

715 

672 

824 

771 

McLean 

775+(D) 

1,166 

1,913 

2,350 

3,172 

3,060 

Mercer 

315 

614 

884 

1,008 

1,126 

1,653 

Morton 

1,298+(D) 

2,142 

3,236 

3,972 

4,900 

5,812 

Oliver 

14+(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Sheridan 

180 

(D) 

(D) 

(0) 

(D) 

497 

Sioux 

68 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

568 

REGION  8 

Adams 

271 

409 

612 

798 

905 

1,139 

Bill ings 

20 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Bowman 

220 

433 

717 

807 

1,029 

1,183 

Dunn 

138+(D) 

156 

276 

313 

355 

356 

Golden  Valley 

294+(D) 

487 

729 

1,068 

1,161 

1,353 

Hettinger 

273 

282 

496 

655 

696 

828 

Slope 

19 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Stark 

1,819 

3,350 

4,855 

6,091 

8,262 

9,601 

(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  totals. 

*Includes  lodging,  business  and  repair  services,  amusement  and  recreation, 
private  households,  and  professional  services. 
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Mjf\  Employment 


Labor  Force:  1950,  1960,  1970 


Census  data  from  1950,  1960,  and  1970  are  used  to  indicate  the  size 
of  the  labor  force  on  the  date  the  census  was  conducted.  Categorization 
by  sex  permits  variations  in  changes  of  male  and  female  labor  force 
composition  to  be  determined  from  decade  to  decade. 

For  example,  the  number  of  males  in  the  labor  force  decreased  in 
25  of  the  28  western  North  Dakota  counties  during  the  1950  -  1970  period. 
Only  Ward  County  (Region  2),  Stark  County  (Region  8),  and  Burleigh  County 
(Region  7)  had  increases  in  the  size  of  the  male  labor  force  during  this 
period. 

The  size  of  the  female  labor  force  grew  in  24  of  the  28  counties 
from  1950  to  1970.  This  growth  occurred  in  many  counties  which  had 
total  population  losses  during  the  period.  Thus,  the  rate  of  employment 
of  women  is  considerably  higher  during  the  present  period  than  it  was 
in  the  past. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1950  Census  of  Population, 
Characteristics  of  the  Population,  1952,  and  (1960~7~ 
1970)  Census  of  Population,  General  Social  and  Economic 
Characteristics  -  North  Dakota,  1961,  1972. 
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Labor  Force  Composition 


1950 


Male* 

Female* 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

REGION  1 

Divide 

1,935 

309 

McKenzie 

2,238 

336 

Will iams 

5,091 

1,242 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

3,767 

720 

Burke 

2,052 

292 

McHenry 

3,681 

596 

Mountrail 

3,064 

483 

Pierce 

2,363 

540 

Renville 

1,665 

245 

Ward 

10,074 

3,342 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

7,269 

3,258 

Emmons 

2,893 

1,024 

Grant 

2,195 

407 

Kidder 

1,941 

427 

McLean 

5,698 

924 

Mercer 

2,594 

389 

Morton 

5,741 

1,832 

01 iver 

966 

143 

Sheridan 

1,529 

191 

Sioux 

889 

180 

REGION  8 

Adams 

1,494 

261 

Bill ings 

633 

164 

Bowman 

1,312 

266 

Dunn 

2,117 

346 

Golden  Valley 

1,075 

236 

Hettinger 

2,011 

341 

Slope 

772 

116 

Stark 

4,376 

1,369 

1960 
Male**  Female** 


1970 
Male**  Female** 


1,644 

501 

1,288 

441 

1,939 

487 

1,576 

490 

5,664 

2,235 

4,661 

2,389 

2,838 

846 

2,148 

928 

1,690 

450 

1,170 

399 

3,041 

685 

2,260 

755 

2,514 

857 

1,978 

765 

1,848 

601 

1,356 

670 

1,289 

320 

972 

268 

13,086 

5,540 

16,326 

7,424 

8,814 

4,939 

10,073 

6,729 

2,213 

682 

1,347 

526 

1,864 

517 

1,274 

364 

1,464 

328 

1,124 

269 

3,604 

1,059 

2,691 

1,058 

1,930 

589 

1,662 

550 

5,497 

2,063 

4,679 

2,116 

736 

147 

620 

173 

1,316 

516 

916 

233 

807 

320 

693 

352 

1,225 

420 

1,054 

486 

422 

90 

312 

81 

1,154 

450 

988 

502 

1,691 

502 

1,359 

378 

759 

214 

602 

322 

1,581 

534 

1,107 

395 

511 

96 

371 

137 

4,576 

2,025 

4,516 

2,455 

*  14  and  over 
**  16  and  over 
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Employment:  1968,  1970,  1972 


Total  employment,  wage  and  salary  employment,  and  employment  for 
the  various  sectors  are  presented  as  a  further  supplement  to  the 
description  of  the  western  North  Dakota  counties'  economic  condition. 
Again,  the  volume  of  data  and  their  character  make  summary  statements 
impractical  and  unnecessary. 

For  each  county,  this  series  will  permit  rapid  estimation  of  the 
contributions  of  each  broad  sector  to  the  local  economy.  In  addition, 
changes  in  the  relative  size  of  the  sector-by-sector  employment  levels 
during  the  last  few  years  can  be  determined  from  this  data. 


Data  Source:  USDC  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis,  Regional  Economics 

Information  System,  Employment  by  Type  and  Broad  Industrial 
Sources,  1974. 
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Total    Employment 

1 968  1970  1972 

273,697  282,001 


2,103  2,067 

2,675  2,685 

8,740  8,765 


4,360  4,323 

2,117  2,150 

3,585  3,515 

3,562  3,726 

2,666  2,757 

1,730  1,744 

26,564  26,980 

19,038  20,133 

2,634  2,606 

1,964  2,008 

1,805  1,757 

4,896  4,817 

2,551  2,650 

7,617  7,863 

1,184  921 

1,432  1,512 

1,160  1,216 

1,967  1,964 

580  593 

1  ,866  1 ,888 

1,757  1,741 

1,258  1,259 

2,053  2,063 

676  659 

7,181  7,279 


(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual   reporting  units, 
included  in  state  total. 
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NORTH  DAKOTA 

266,022 

REGION  1 

Divide 

2,071 

McKenzie 

2,704 

Williams 

8,842 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

4,419 

Burke 

2,128 

McHenry 

3,605 

Mountrail 

3,430 

Pierce 

2,625 

Renville 

1,755 

Ward 

26,074 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

18,125 

Emmons 

2,581 

Grant 

1,996 

Kidder 

1,821 

McLean 

4,647 

Mercer 

2,516 

Morton 

7,060 

01 i  ver 

937 

Sheridan 

1,378 

Sioux 

1,147 

REGION  8 

Adams 

1,962 

Billings 

614 

Bowman 

1,842 

Dunn 

1,741 

Golden  Valley 

1,301 

Hettinger 

1,995 

Slope 

694 

Stark 

6,976 

Wage  and  Salary  Employment 
1 968  1970  1972 

196,324  205,383 


1,097  1,083 

1,419  1,455 

6,579  6,610 


2,476  2,475 

1,099  1,153 

1,852  1,812 

1,899  2,090 

1,462  1,572 

806  835 

23,070  23,468 

16,789  17,859 

1  ,094  1 ,093 

760  828 

822  790 

2,644  2,596 

1,432  1,546 

5,478  5,734 

660  412 

521  621 

840  904 

1,140  1,146 

241  265 

1,150  1,177 

666  677 

748  753 

1,077  1,104 

305  301 

5,347  5,437 


(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  total. 
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NORTH  DAKOTA 

190,176 

REGION  1 

Divide 

1,092 

McKenzie 

1,532 

Will iams 

6,719 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

2,558 

Burke 

1,129 

Mc Henry 

1,898 

Mountrail 

1,833 

Pierce 

1,444 

Renville 

900 

Ward 

22,575 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

15,790 

Emmons 

1,131 

Grant 

789 

Kidder 

850 

McLean 

2,467 

Mercer 

1,445 

Morton 

5,023 

Oliver 

422 

Sheridan 

504 

Sioux 

823 

REGION  8 

Adams 

1,169 

Bill ings 

264 

Bowman 

1,123 

Dunn 

692 

Golden  Valley 

790 

Hettinger 

1,082 

Slope 

310 

Stark 

5,149 

Farm  Employment  (Proprietors,  Wage,  and  Salary) 

1968  1970  1972 

58,584 

861 

1,184 
1,430 

1,556 
868 

1,447 

1,285 
948 
718 

1,896 

1,172 

1,216 

1,037 

819 

1,755 

823 

1,349 

512 

764 

306 

632 
341 
516 
981 
391 
798 
408 
1,066 


(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual   reporting  units, 
included  in  state  total. 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

63,766 

60,588 

REGION  1 

Divide 

926 

892 

McKenzie 

1,278 

1,223 

Williams 

1,550 

1,479 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

1,678 

1,612 

Burke 

934 

899 

Mc Henry 

1,574 

1,498 

Mountrail 

1,371 

1,331 

Pierce 

1,025 

982 

Renville 

775 

744 

Ward 

2,034 

1,962 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

1,254 

1,211 

Emmons 

1,308 

1,263 

Grant 

1,121 

1,075 

Kidder 

895 

848 

McLean 

1,911 

1,817 

Mercer 

882 

854 

Morton 

1,459 

1,399 

Oliver 

552 

530 

Sheridan 

836 

793 

Sioux 

338 

316 

REGION  8 

Adams 

673 

653 

Billings 

368 

354 

Bowman 

560 

534 

Dunn 

1,063 

1,016 

Golden  Valley 

424 

404 

Hettinger 

859 

826 

Slope 

447 

422 

Stark 

1,156 

1,105 
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NORTH  DAKOTA 

8,748 

REGION  1 

Divide 

11 

McKenzie 

9 

Williams 

364 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

52 

Burke 

(D) 

Mc Henry 

52 

Mountrail 

6 

Pierce 

(D) 

Renville 

10 

Ward 

954 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

847 

Emmons 

31 

Grant 

(D) 

Kidder 

(D) 

McLean 

29 

Mercer 

51 

Morton 

387 

Oliver 

(D) 

Sheridan 

(D) 

Sioux 

(D) 

REGION  8 

Adams 

52 

Billings 

- 

Bowman 

(D) 

Dunn 

(D) 

Golden  Valley 

35 

Hettinger 

(D) 

Slope 

- 

Stark 

360 

Manufacturing  Employment* 
1 968  1970  1972 

9,991  10,628 


(D)  19 

9  14 

376  362 


53  58 

(D)  (D) 

66  52 

12  (D) 

69  82 

(D)  (D) 

1,111  818 

899  983 

29  36 

11  13 

(D)  18 

40  52 

37  38 

637  587 

(D)  (D) 

(D)  (D) 

58  67 

(D)  (D) 

(D)  (D) 

39  25 

11  18 

385  568 


(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  total. 

*Does  not  include  proprietors. 
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All   Government  Employment 
1968  1970  1972 

67,747 

474 

491 

1,512 

973 
554 
765 
860 
340 
375 
10,630 

4,892 
384 
328 
366 

1,013 
374 

1,374 
179 
263 
449 

420 
108 
402 
321 
245 
437 
190 
1,015 


[D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual   reporting  units, 
included  in  state  total. 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

64 

,400 

66 

,963 

REGION  1 

Divide 

455 

493 

McKenzie 

474 

489 

Will iams 

1 

,464 

1 

,519 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

942 

982 

Burke 

560 

561 

McHenry 

780 

784 

Mountrail 

863 

875 

Pierce 

340 

346 

Renville 

378 

380 

Ward 

10 

,081 

10 

,338 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

4 

,515 

4 

,903 

Emmons 

381 

389 

Grant 

329 

332 

Kidder 

365 

368 

McLean 

1 

,008 

1 

,016 

Mercer 

388 

374 

Morton 

1 

,291 

1 

,374 

Oliver 

172 

179 

Sheridan 

248 

257 

Sioux 

408 

398 

REGION  8 

Adams 

419 

430 

Billings 

113 

112 

Bowman 

390 

401 

Dunn 

327 

325 

Golden  Valley 

248 

249 

Hettinger 

438 

446 

Slope 

186 

190 

Stark 

1 

,029 

1 

,020 
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Mining  Employment* 

1968 

1970 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

1,894 

1,641 

REGION  1 

Divide 

(D) 

(D) 

McKenzie 

161 

83 

Will iams 

668 

558 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

102 

110 

Burke 

73 

73 

McHenry 

(D) 

(D) 

Mountrail 

(D) 

(D) 

Pierce 

- 

- 

Renville 

(D) 

27 

Ward 

(D) 

80 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

109 

43 

Emmons 

- 

- 

Grant 

(D) 

(D) 

Kidder 

- 

- 

McLean 

20 

32 

Mercer 

149 

176 

Morton 

17 

12 

Oliver 

(D) 

(D) 

Sheridan 

- 

13 

Sioux 

- 

- 

REGION  8 

Adams 

(D) 

(D) 

Billings 

(D) 

(D) 

Bowman 

(D) 

34 

Dunn 

(D) 

(D) 

Golden  Valley 

(D) 

(D) 

Hettinger 

- 

(D) 

Slope 

(D) 

9 

Stark 

107 

130 

1972 
1,559 

(D) 
(D) 
498 

99 

111 

6 

(D) 

8 

36 

(D) 

34 

(D) 

(D) 

6 

164 

15 
(D) 

43 
(D) 

(D) 
(D) 
31 
7 
(D) 
(D) 

(D) 
112 


(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  total. 


*Does  not  include  proprietors. 
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NORTH  DAKOTA 

8,337 

REGION  1 

Divide 

20 

McKenzie 

38 

Will iams 

287 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

162 

Burke 

50 

McHenry 

117 

Mountrail 

49 

Pierce 

75 

Renville 

20 

Ward 

757 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

901 

Emmons 

57 

Grant 

20 

Kidder 

25 

McLean 

129 

Mercer 

86 

Morton 

258 

Oliver 

74 

Sheridan 

22 

Sioux 

(D) 

REGION  8 

Adams 

40 

Billings 

(D) 

Bowman 

15 

Dunn 

33 

Golden  Valley 

(D) 

Hettinger 

45 

Slope 

(D) 

Stark 

311 

Construction  Employment* 
1968  1970  1972 

10,159  11,782 


31  8 

44  56 

232  270 


121  92 

26  26 

107  118 

76  46 

66  69 

14  19 

714  858 

926  1,095 

55  40 

28  29 
21  13 

189  193 

96  149 

274  348 

166  10 

24  29 

9  (D) 

39  37 

(D)  (D) 

29  38 
31  22 

(D)  (D) 

41  39 

(D)  (D) 

295  268 


(D)  -  Not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual   reporting  units, 
included  in  state  total. 

*Does  not  include  proprietors. 
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Transportation,  Communication  and  Public  Utilities  Employment* 
1 968  ]970  J972 

11,870  11,928 


25  24 

83  59 

527  484 


126  111 

94  94 
145  153 

95  102 
112  111 

22  35 
1,451  1,368 

1,226  1,260 

52  53 

37  43 

66  68 
82  80 

180  201 

546  570 

70  84 

12  19 

(D)  (D) 

67  58 
(D)  (D) 

42  37 

23  26 
22  21 
50  60 
20  20 

372  373 


(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  total. 

*Does  not  include  proprietors. 
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NORTH  DAKOTA 

12,026 

REGION  1 

Divide 

22 

McKenzie 

103 

Will iams 

564 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

118 

Burke 

89 

McHenry 

151 

Mountrail 

98 

Pierce 

99 

Renville 

24 

Ward 

1,551 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

1,035 

Emmons 

58 

Grant 

34 

Kidder 

64 

McLean 

94 

Mercer 

175 

Morton 

552 

Oliver 

37 

Sheridan 

(D) 

Sioux 

(D) 

REGION  8 

Adams 

73 

Bill ings 

7 

Bowman 

36 

Dunn 

21 

Golden  Valley 

20 

Hettinger 

47 

Slope 

22 

Stark 

386 

Finance,  Insurance  and  Real  Estate  Employment* 

1 968  1970  1972 

6,707  7,095 


(D)  28 

(D)  26 

220  176 


(D)  (D) 

38  45 

38  (D) 
(D)  46 

39  (D) 
(D)  (D) 
634  662 

749  741 

25  36 
16  24 
16  20 
42  60 

(D)  29 

126  160 

(D)  22 

(D)  (D) 

18  21 

(D)  (D) 

26  29 
(D)  16 

29  30 

30  35 
(D)  (D) 
192  181 


(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoiJ  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units, 
included  in  state  total. 

*Does  not  include  proprietors. 
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NORTH  DAKOTA 

6,370 

REGION  1 

Divide 

(D) 

McKenzie 

(D) 

Wil 1 iams 

(D) 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

(D) 

Burke 

30 

Mc Henry 

37 

Mountrail 

(D) 

Pierce 

34 

Renville 

(D) 

Ward 

616 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

758 

Emmons 

26 

Grant 

20 

Kidder 

17 

McLean 

41 

Mercer 

(D) 

Morton 

105 

Oliver 

(D) 

Sheridan 

16 

Sioux 

- 

REGION  8 

Adams 

17 

Billings 

- 

Bowman 

25 

Dunn 

(D) 

Golden  Valley 

27 

Hettinger 

31 

Slope 

(D) 

Stark 

186 

Services  and  Other  Employment* 

1968                                1970  1972. 

33,589  (D) 

142  221 

170  208 

1,233  1,403 

323  374 

8  18 

106  141 

275  435 

333  335 

91  81 

3,687  3,639 

3,907  4,293 

192  201 

68  127 

40  67 

528  478 

172  252 

962  1,074 

(D)  (D) 

(D)  50 

(D)  298 

161  169 

(D)  (D) 

169  196 

49  50 

129  148 

100  131 

(D)  (D) 

1,316  1,320 


(D)   -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual   reporting  units, 
included  in  state  total. 

*Does  not  include  proprietors. 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

33,830 

REGION  1 

Divide 

170 

McKenzie 

208 

Williams 

1,177 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

360 

Burke 

18 

McHenry 

123 

Mountrail 

220 

Pierce 

276 

Renville 

122 

Ward 

3,416 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

3,915 

Emmons 

218 

Grant 

82 

Kidder 

46 

McLean 

415 

Mercer 

161 

Morton 

967 

Oliver 

(D) 

Sheridan 

(D) 

Sioux 

(D) 

REGION  8 

Adams 

161 

Billings 

(D) 

Bowman 

170 

Dunn 

62 

Golden  Valley 

117 

Hettinger 

107 

Slope 

(D) 

Stark 

1,197 
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Trade  Employment* 
1968  1970  1974 

45,491  47,156 


198  181 

263  246 

1,680  1,671 


487  477 

188  191 

388  322 

355  364 

369  429 

167  178 

4,774  5,021 

3,924  4,349 

261  253 

158  151 

192  131 

482  481 

267  272 

1 ,405  1 ,464 

153  29 

102  112 

55  61 

246  242 

76  92 

344  324 

79  95 

199  200 

248  252 

7  9 

1,509  1,472 


(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual   reporting  units, 
included  in  state  total. 

*Does  not  include  proprietors. 
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NORTH  DAKOTA 

43,486 

REGION  1 

Divide 

210 

McKenzie 

229 

Williams 

1,670 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

529 

Burke 

184 

Mc Henry 

393 

Mountrail 

355 

Pierce 

393 

Renville 

195 

Ward 

4,518 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

3,473 

Emmons 

259 

Grant 

172 

Kidder 

201 

McLean 

470 

Mercer 

301 

Morton 

1,287 

Oliver 

43 

Sheridan 

81 

Sioux 

46 

REGION  8 

Adams 

257 

Billings 

92 

Bowman 

324 

Dunn 

90 

Golden  Valley 

230 

Hettinger 

260 

Slope 

10 

Stark 

1,430 

Seasonality  of  Employment:  1965-1967 


The  two  tables  display  monthly  agricultural  and  non-agricultural 
employment  in  North  Dakota  as  a  whole  for  the  years  1965  -  1967.  The 
top  table  shows  clearly  the  peaking  of  both  hired  and  family  agricultural 
employment  in  June,  July,  and  August.  This  peaking  is  particularly 
evident  for  hired  labor.  During  the  winter  months,  there  is  relatively 
little  non-family,  agricultural  employment.  In  the  summer  months, 
however,  roughly  one-fourth  of  the  persons  employed  in  this  sector  are 
hired  and/or  temporary. 

Non-agricultural  employment,  as  shown  in  the  bottom  chart,  is  much 
more  stable  through  the  year.  Again,  the  winter  months  are  the  period 
of  lowest  employment  but  the  drop  is  only  about  10  percent  from  the  high 
month  to  the  low  month.  In  the  agricultural  sectors,  the  drop  was  more 
than  50  percent  during  each  of  the  surveyed  years. 


Data  Source:  Stanley  Voel ker  and  Thomas  Ostenson,  North  Dakota's  Human 
Resources:  A  Study  of  Population  Change  in  a_  Great  Plains 
Environment.  Fargo:  Ag.  Ex.  Station  Bulletin  #476,  Dept. 
of  Agricultural  Economics,  North  Dakota  State  University, 
1968. 
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ECONOMIC  SECTORS 


Agriculture 


Number  of  Farms:  1949,  1959,  1969  74 

Size  of  Farms:  1949,  1959,  1969  76 

Cropland:   1949,  1959,  1969  78 

Crop  Sales:  1949,  1959,  1969  80 

Livestock  Sales:  1949,  1959,  1969  82 


Minerals 


Mineral  Production,  All  Types:  1952-1968  84 

Principal  Minerals  Produced:  1969  86 

Oil  Production:  1969-1970  88 
Map  Insert:  Oil  Fields  and  Related 

Industrial  Installations 

Lignite  Production:  1952,  1960,  1965,  1968  90 

Recent  Lignite  Production  and  Resource  Base  92 

Trade  -  Services  -  Manufacturing 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Establishments:  1954-1967  94 

Wholesale  Trade  Volume:  1954-1967  96 

Retail  Trade  Volume:  1954-1967  98 

Trade  Areas:  1973  (with  map)  100 

Manufacturing  Establishments:  1954-1967  101 

Values  of  Manufacturing:  1954-1967  103 

Service  Establishments:  1954-1967  105 

Service  Volume:  1954-1967  107 


/  &+)  Agriculture 


Number  of  Farms:  1949,  1959,  1969 


The  adjoining  table  shows  that  the  number  of  farms  in  western 
North  Dakota  counties  have  steadily  declined  since  1949.  Farms  here 
refer  to  class  1-5,  sales  of  $2,500  or  more,  enterprises. 

Every  one  of  the  28  counties  had  fewer  farms  in  1969  than  it  had 
in  1949.  The  decline  was  relatively  slight  in  some  counties  and  quite 
severe  in  others.  For  example,  the  number  of  class  1-5  farms  in  Sioux 
County  (Region  7)  dropped  from  419  in  1949  to  227  in  1969.  The  State 
as  a  whole  had  about  19,000  fewer  farms  in  1970  than  in  1949,  so  the 
changes  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  are  not  unique  to  the  region. 


Data  Source:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census  (1949,  1959,  1969) 
Census  of  Agriculture  -  North  Dakota. 
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Number  of  Farms* 


1969  as  Percent 

1950 
65,401 

1959 
54,928 

1969 
41 ,528 

of  1950 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

63.4 

REGION  1 

Divide 

1,047 

814 

652 

62.2 

McKenzie 

1,234 

1,026 

803 

65.0 

Williams 

1,649 

1,243 

1,016 

61.6 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

1,805 

1,432 

1,092 

60.4 

Burke 

987 

774 

639 

64.7 

McHenry 

1,715 

1,437 

1,063 

61.9 

Mountrail 

1,484 

1,196 

930 

62.6 

Pierce 

985 

862 

706 

71.6 

Renville 

851 

719 

553 

64.9 

Ward 

2,022 

1,719 

1,341 

66.3 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

1,136 

1,022 

797 

70.1 

Emmons 

1,315 

1,202 

932 

70.8 

Grant 

1,075 

961 

782 

72.7 

Kidder 

963 

802 

606 

62.9 

McLean 

1,993 

1,687 

1,274 

63.9 

Mercer 

890 

759 

623 

70.0 

Morton 

1,536 

1,284 

1,032 

67.1 

Oliver 

567 

466 

390 

68.7 

Sheridan 

881 

801 

579 

65.7 

Sioux 

419 

296 

227 

54.1 

REGION  8 

Adams 

603 

500 

441 

73.1 

Billings 

380 

315 

246 

64.7 

Bowman 

545 

450 

375 

68.8 

Dunn 

1,157 

944 

746 

64.4 

Golden  Valley 

468 

353 

263 

56.1 

Hettinger 

868 

784 

579 

66.7 

Slope 

456 

391 

284 

62.2 

Stark 

1,232 

1,047 

809 

65.6 

*Class  1-5  farms:  Total  Sales  over  $2,500  per  year. 
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1*1+]  Agriculture 


Number  of  Farms:  1949,  1959,  1969 


The  adjoining  table  shows  that  the  number  of  farms  in  western 
North  Dakota  counties  have  steadily  declined  since  1949.  Farms  here 
refer  to  class  1-5,  sales  of  $2,500  or  more,  enterprises. 

Every  one  of  the  28  counties  had  fewer  farms  in  1969  than  it  had 
in  1949.  The  decline  was  relatively  slight  in  some  counties  and  quite 
severe  in  others.  For  example,  the  number  of  class  1-5  farms  in  Sioux 
County  (Region  7)  dropped  from  419  in  1949  to  227  in  1969.  The  State 
as  a  whole  had  about  19,000  fewer  farms  in  1970  than  in  1949,  so  the 
changes  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  are  not  unique  to  the  region. 


Data  Source:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census  (1949,  1959,  1969) 
Census  of  Agriculture  -  North  Dakota. 
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Number  of  Farms* 

1969  as  Percent 

1950 
65,401 

1959 
54,928 

1969 
41,528 

of  1950 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

63.4 

REGION  1 

Divide 

1,047 

814 

652 

62.2 

McKenzie 

1,234 

1,026 

803 

65.0 

Will iams 

1,649 

1,243 

1,016 

61.6 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

1,805 

1,432 

1,092 

60.4 

Burke 

987 

774 

639 

64.7 

McHenry 

1,715 

1,437 

1,063 

61.9 

Mountrail 

1,484 

1,196 

930 

62.6 

Pierce 

985 

862 

706 

71.6 

Renville 

851 

719 

553 

64.9 

Ward 

2,022 

1,719 

1,341 

66.3 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

1,136 

1,022 

797 

70.1 

Emmons 

1,315 

1,202 

932 

70.8 

Grant 

1,075 

961 

782 

72.7 

Kidder 

963 

802 

606 

62.9 

McLean 

1,993 

1,687 

1,274 

63.9 

Mercer 

890 

759 

623 

70.0 

Morton 

1,536 

1,284 

1,032 

67.1 

Oliver 

567 

466 

390 

68.7 

Sheridan 

881 

801 

579 

65.7 

Sioux 

419 

296 

227 

54.1 

REGION  8 

Adams 

603 

500 

441 

73.1 

Billings 

380 

315 

246 

64.7 

Bowman 

545 

450 

375 

68.8 

Dunn 

1,157 

944 

746 

64.4 

Golden  Valley 

468 

353 

263 

56.1 

Hettinger 

868 

784 

579 

66.7 

Slope 

456 

391 

284 

62.2 

Stark 

1,232 

1,047 

809 

65.6 

*Class  1-5  farms:  Total  Sales  over  $2,500  per  year. 
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Size  of  Farms:  1949,  1959,  1969 


There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  average  size  of  western 
North  Dakota  farms  since  1950.  The  table  shows  increases  in  every 
county  between  1949  and  1969.  This  is  consistent  with  statewide  and 
national  trends.  The  North  Dakota  average  size  of  farm  went  from 
629.9  acres  in  1949  to  929.6  acres  in  1969. 

Thus,  the  agricultural  enterprises  of  western  North  Dakota  tend 
to  be  larger  than  those  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  where  pre- 
cipitation is  greater  and  farming  is  more  intensive.  This  is 
particularly  true  for  Regions  1  and  8,  the  western-most  regions  of 
North  Dakota. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  (1949,  1959,  1969) 
Census  of  Agriculture  -  North  Dakota. 
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Average  Size  of  Farms 
(in  acres) 

1950  1959  1969 


1,072.4 
1,875.7 
1,114.6 

838.3 
893.2 

943.2 
1,015.4 
870.0 
861.1 
815.1 

1,099.7 

860.3 

1,164.9 

1,147.1 

874.8 

899.3 

1,030.1 

1,046.2 

916.8 

2,977.7 

1,280.7 
2,688.5 
1,788.5 
1,756.2 
1,710.2 
1,182.9 
2,240.1 
947.4 


REGION  1 

Divide 

731.3 

942.8 

McKenzie 

967.5 

1,110.3 

Williams 

757.0 

1,048.3 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

572.6 

700.5 

Burke 

643.4 

809.8 

McHenry 

650.8 

774.8 

Mountrail 

769.5 

968.3 

Pierce 

660.7 

769.8 

Renville 

600.5 

724.5 

Ward 

604.2 

741.2 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

883.4 

1,015.1 

Emmons 

712.3 

794.8 

Grant 

920.0 

1,102.9 

Kidder 

846.1 

1,051.2 

McLean 

654.7 

788.1 

Mercer 

734.5 

878.5 

Morton 

793.1 

967.2 

Oliver 

746.3 

903.7 

Sheridan 

656.0 

760.2 

Sioux 

1,461.1 

2,071.8 

REGION  8 

Adams 

955.6 

1,170.3 

Bill ings 

980.0 

1,306.8 

Bowman 

1,253.3 

1,596.5 

Dunn 

1,063.3 

1,231.1 

Golden  Valley 

1,132.9 

1,462.2 

Hettinger 

828.0 

968.2 

Slope 

1 ,340.4 

1,470.3 

Stark 

711.2 

843.0 
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Cropland:  1949,  1959,  1969 


Total  cropland  acreage,  which  includes  harvested  cropland,  cropland 
used  only  for  pasture  or  grazing,  and  all  other  cropland,  is  shown  on 
the  attached  table.  It  indicates  that  there  was  a  widespread  decrease 
in  acreage  between  1949  and  1959  but  a  dramatic  increase  between  1959 
and  1969.  Changes  in  criteria  used  in  defining  cropland  may  be  the 
source  of  this  recent  increase.  This  is  the  most  plausible  explanation 
for  the  reversal  of  long-term  trends  of  decreasing  acreage. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  (1949,  1959,  1969) 
Census  of  Agriculture  -  North  Dakota. 
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Total 
(in 

Cropland 
acres) 

1949 

1959 

1969 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

27,627,872 

19,357,711 

29,458,878 

REGION  1 

Divide 

541,051 

269,712 

573,936 

McKenzie 

513,200 

277,124 

535,280 

Williams 

830,903 

384,159 

844,893 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

837,420 

458,044 

929,938 

Burke 

439,477 

256,692 

493,730 

McHenry 

763,038 

546,281 

802,679 

Mountrail 

673,481 

370,019 

725,554 

Pierce 

505,414 

373,592 

547,856 

Renville 

427,376 

257,035 

461 ,444 

Ward 

891,614 

580,713 

982,596 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

548,415 

410,610 

552,596 

Emmons 

530,706 

506,106 

582,707 

Grant 

453,278 

351,616 

523,559 

Kidder 

472,797 

332,294 

424,963 

McLean 

894,419 

629,129 

966,678 

Mercer 

310,220 

240,907 

343,052 

Morton 

542,897 

377,669 

565,442 

01 iver 

199,777 

159,301 

208,922 

Sheridan 

361,555 

275,680 

398,315 

Sioux 

189,174 

120,251 

148,406 

REGION  8 

Adams 

340,753 

233,183 

392,723 

Bill ings 

121,756 

76,916 

129,849 

Bowman 

318,789 

209,002 

370,910 

Dunn 

447,947 

316,760 

487,887 

Golden  Valley 

239,927 

132,431 

240,124 

Hettinger 

542,321 

345,044 

599,023 

Slope 

273,164 

163,779 

296,140 

Stark 

512,938 

334,772 

576,244 
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Crop  Sales:  1949,  1959,  1969 


Sales  of  western  North  Dakota  crops  fell  between  1949  and  1959 
but  increased  between  1959  and  1969.  Region  2  led  the  area  in  sales 
total  in  each  of  the  three  sampled  years.  Region  7  counties  ranked 
second  during  each  of  these  years  but  Region  8  surpassed  Region  1 
in  1959  and  1969.  In  1949,  Region  8  ranked  fourth  of  the  four 
counties. 

The  four  regions  accounted  for  roughly  40  percent  of  the  State 
total  crop  sales  in  1949,  roughly  29  percent  in  1959,  and  approxi- 
mately 36  percent  in  1969,  even  though  the  28  western  counties 
contain  more  than  one-half  of  the  State's  land  area.  Thus,  farming 
in  western  North  Dakota  is  less  intensive  than  in  eastern  North 
Dakota. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  (1949,  1959,  1969) 
Census  of  Agriculture  -  North  Dakota. 
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Crop  Sales 
(in  $l,000's) 

1949  1959  1969 

NORTH  DAKOTA  265,856  278,207  480,534 
REGION  1 

Divide  5,068  3,528  7,331 

McKenzie  3,991  3,414  6,797 

Williams  6,510  5,042  10,929 

REGION  2 

Bottineau  9,551  8,662  13,406 

Burke  6,057  3,959  6,601 

McHenry  6,674  4,419  8,547 

Mountrail  6,901  4,417  9,487 

Pierce  4,692  3,770  6,865 

Renville  6,142  4,227  7,314 

Ward  11,380  8,046  15,977 

REGION  7 

Burleigh  2,390  1,569  6,125 

Emmons  3,505  2,831  5,941 

Grant  1,513  1,231  4,305 

Kidder  1,890  996  3,411 

McLean  8,775  6,414  13,212 

Mercer  2,556  1,229  3,245 

Morton  3,067  1,065  4,799 

Oliver  1,328  542  2,041 

Sheridan  2,917  1,765  5,018 

Sioux  498  326  1,009 

REGION  8 

Adams  2,236  1,570  3,900 

Billings  458  518  855 

Bowman  1,509  2,186  3,128 

Dunn  2,175  2,063  3,855 

Golden  Valley  1,521  1,182  2,259 

Hettinger  2,403  3,622  7,207 

Slope  1,346  1,848  2,816 

Stark  2,900  2,491  5,159 
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Livestock  Sales:  1949,  1959,  1969 

Of  the  four  regions  of  western  North  Dakota,  Region  7  (highest), 
Region  8,  Region  2,  and  Region  1  (lowest)  was  the  order  in  terms  of 
livestock  and  livestock  products  sales  in  1949,  1959,  and  1969.  The 
four  regions  together  had  about  48  percent  of  the  State  total  in  1949, 
51  percent  in  1959,  and  53  percent  in  1969. 

Combining  crop  sales  and  livestock  sales  for  the  three  census 
years,  livestock  sales  accounted  for  32  percent  of  the  regional  total 
growth  in  regional  livestock  sales,  $53  million  to  $97  million  to 
$142  million,  as  compared  to  the  uneven  growth  in  crop  sales  for  the 
census  years  accounts  for  this  variation.  The  stability  of  livestock 
sales  of  the  region  relative  to  the  State,  demonstrates  that  this  area 
typically  produces  about  50  percent  of  the  State's  livestock  output. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  (1949,  1959,  1969) 
Census  of  Agriculture  -  North  Dakota 


82 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

109,556 

REGION  1 

Divide 

669 

McKenzie 

3,249 

Williams 

1,738 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

1,682 

Burke 

699 

McHenry 

2,746 

Mountrail 

1,300 

Pierce 

1,229 

Renville 

707 

Ward 

2,110 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

3,269 

Emmons 

2,825 

Grant 

2,763 

Kidder 

2,144 

McLean 

2,354 

Mercer 

1,952 

Morton 

3,456 

01 iver 

1,380 

Sheridan 

1,053 

Sioux 

1,151 

REGION  8 

Adams 

1,736 

Billings 

1,318 

Bowman 

1,608 

Dunn 

3,380 

Golden  Valley 

1,177 

Hettinger 

1,472 

Slope 

1,481 

Stark 

2,709 

Livestock  and  Livestock  Products  Sales 
(in  $1 ,000's) 


1949                                 1959  1969 

190,501  268,337 

1,090  1,788 

4,595  7,564 

2,328  5,266 

2,258  2,730 

1,146  1,721 

4,965  6,466 

2,239  3,515 

2,632  3,818 

925  1,107 

4,548  5,972 

6,559  8,847 

5,791  7,796 

5,463  7,814 

4.927  6,760 
4,535  6,449 
4,161  5,235 
7,324  11,672 
2,527  4,026 
2,446  3,752 
2,358  3,710 

3,305  5,023 

2,193  2,781 

2,137  3,683 

4,912  8,626 

1.928  2,672 
3,366  3,747 
2,045  2,623 
4,731  7,049 
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Minerals 


Mineral  Production,  All  Types:  1952-1968 

The  adjoining  table  shows  the  dollar  value  of  extracted  min- 
erals in  the  western  North  Dakota  counties  in  1952,  1960,  1965  and 
1968.  The  twenty-eight  counties  accounted  for  94%  of  the  State's 
total  in  1952,  86%  in  1960,  95%  in  1965,  and  94%  in  1968.  It  is 
clear  that  the  minerals  taken  from  western  North  Dakota  during  this 
period  make  up  almost  all  of  the  State's  total. 

Each  of  the  four  regions  showed  tremendous  growth  during  the 
period.  Region  1  counties  went  from  $3.6  million  in  1950  to  $43.9 
million  in  1968;  Region  2  counties  went  from  $3.3  million  to  $26.8 
million;  Region  7  increased  to  $7.5  million  from  $3.8  million; 
Region  8,  showing  the  most  dramatic  increase  from  195o  to  1968, 
grew  from  $.6  million  to  $13.8  million. 


Data  Sources:  USDI,  Bureau  of  Mines,  (1952,  1960,  1965, 
1968)  Minerals  Yearbook:  Area  Reports. 
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VALUE  OF 
(in 

MINERALS  PRODUCED 
$l,000's) 

REGION   1 

1952 

1960 

1965 

1968 

Divide 

693 

2,003 

940 

1,169 

McKenzie 

38 

16,814 

21,622 

18,440 

Wil 1 iams 

2 

,954 

17,141 

21  ,415 

24,355 

Totals 

3 

,686 

35,959 

43,978 

43,964 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

-- 

5,726 

7,017 

6,613 

Burke 

1 

,013 

11,824 

12,071 

9,487 

McHenry 

-- 

104* 

286** 

286 

Mountrail 

462 

4,236 

3,367 

3,022 

Pierce 

-- 

37 

107 

46 

Renville 

383 

2,447 

6,543 

5,667 

Ward 

1 

,453 

1,644 

1,411 

1,715 

Totals 

3 

,330 

26,019 

30,803 

26,836 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

434 

379 

932 

502 

Emmons 

-- 

18 

3 

212 

Grant 

83 

68 

169 

77 

Kidder 

-- 

15 

58 

26 

McLean 

724 

262 

590 

388 

Mercer 

2 

,456 

1,837 

3,131 

5,671 

Morton 

113 

196 

203 

223 

01  i ver 

15 

19 

124 

312 

Sheridan 

-- 

53 

17 

15 

Sioux 

-- 

101 

46 

106 

Totals 

3 

,828 

2,952 

5,275 

7,532 

REGION  8 

Adams 

74 

148 

98 

98 

Bill ings 

-- 

1,297 

3,690 

6,516 

Bowman 

267 

401 

2,243 

2,205 

Dunn 

27 

174 

361 

147 

Golden  Valley 

4 

— 

12 

54 

Hettinger 

43 

119 

7 

2 

Slope 

-- 

-- 

172 

289 

Stark 

197 

259 

1,896 

4,543 

Totals 

614 

2,402 

8,480 

13,854 

*1959  data  because  1960  data  withheld  to  avoid  disclosing  confidential  data. 

**Data  from  1964  because  1965  data  withheld  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  company 
confidential  data. 
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Principal  Minerals  Produced:  1969 


In  1969,  western  North  Dakota  counties  produced  minerals  valued 
at  approximately  $86  million.  This  was  94.5  percent  of  North  Dakota's 
total  for  that  year.  The  table  shows  the  county  totals,  regional 
totals,  and  the  minerals  ranked  in  order  of  their  contribution  to 
the  total  value  within  each  county. 

The  counties  in  Regions  1,  2,  and  8  were  predominantly  petroleum- 
oriented  while  Region  7  counties,  with  two  important  exceptions,  were 
mostly  sand  and  gravel  producers.  Lignite  production  was  high  in 
Mercer  and  Oliver  Counties  in  Region  7  and  in  Ward  County  in  Region  2. 

Clays,  pumice,  and  stone  were  other  minerals  produced  in  com- 
mercial quantities  in  western  North  Dakota  in  1969.  Overwhelmingly, 
petroleum,  lignite,  and  sand  and  gravel  were  the  major  minerals 
produced  in  the  area. 


Data  Source:  USDI,  Bureau  of  Mines,  1970  Minerals  Yearbook: 
Area  Reports,  1972. 
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VALUE  OF  MINERAL  PRODUCTION  AND  PRINCIPAL  MINERALS  PRODUCED 
(in  $l,000's  and  in  order  of  value) 


REGION  1 

1969 

Divide 

838 

McKenzie 

15,197 

Williams 

23,376 

Totals 

39,411 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

7,678 

Burke 

8,122 

McHenry 

246 

Mountrail 

2,556 

Pierce 

92 

Renville 

5,114 

Ward 

2,179 

Totals 

25,987 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

540 

Emmons 

227 

Grant 

74 

Kidder 

30 

McLean 

209 

Mercer 

5,355 

Morton 

160 

Oliver 

986 

Sheridan 

29 

Sioux 

13 

Totals 

7,623 

REGION  8 

Adams 

48 

Billings 

5,779 

Bowman 

2,129 

Dunn 

50 

Golden  Valley 

268 

Hettinger 

5 

Slope 

224 

Stark 

4,641 

PRINCIPAL  MINERALS 

Petroleum,  sand  &  gravel,  clays 

Petroleum,  sand  &  gravel,  stone 

Petroleum,  sand  &  gravel,  salt,  lignite 


Petroleum,  sand  &  gravel 

Petroleum,  lignite,  sand  &  gravel 

Sand  &  gravel,  petroleum 

Petroleum,  sand  &  gravel 

Sand  &  gravel 

Petroleum,  sand  &  gravel 

Lignite,  petroleum,  sand  &  gravel,  stone 


Sand  &  gravel 

Sand  &  gravel 

Sand  &  gravel ,  lignite 

Sand  &  gravel 

Sand  &  gravel ,  lignite 

Lignite,  sand  &  gravel 

Sand  &  gravel,  stone,  clays,  lignite 

Lignite,  sand  &  gravel 

Sand  &  gravel 

Sand  &  gravel 


Lignite 

Petroleum,  stone,  sand  &  gravel 

Petroleum,  lignite,  sand  &  gravel 

Petroleum 

Petroleum,  sand  &  gravel,  stone 

Sand  &  gravel 

Petroleum,  sand  &  gravel 

Petroleum,   lignite,  sand  &  gravel, 
pumice,  clays 


Totals 


13,144 
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Oil  Production:  1969-1970 


The  table  displays  the  amount  of  oil  production  in  fifteen  western 
North  Dakota  counties  in  1969  and  1970.  Also  shown  is  the  value  of  oil 
production  in  the  individual  counties.  Williams  and  McKenzie  counties 
in  Region  1  are  the  leading  producing  counties.  These  two  counties 
account  for  about  45%  of  the  regional  total  and  the  regional  total  makes 
up  almost  100%  of  the  State  total. 


Data  Source:  USDI,  Bureau  of  Mines,  1970  Minerals  Yearbook:  Area 
Reports,  1972. 


Map  Source:  North  Dakota  State  Planning  Agency,  North  Dakota  Economic 
Atlas,  1969. 
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Crude  Petroleum  Production 
(Thousand  42-gallon  barrels  and  thousand  dollars) 

Value  Quantity 

1969    1970 


1969 

1970 

REGION  1 

Divide 

272 

290 

McKenzie 

4,658 

4,038 

Wil 1 iams 

5,928 

5,639 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

2,645 

2,803 

Burke 

1,992 

1,867 

Mc Henry 

24 

21 

Mountrail 

848 

678 

Renville 

1,801 

1,675 

Ward 

371 

359 

REGION  7 

REGION  8 

Billings  1,958  1,798 

Bowman  632  749 

Dunn  18  12 

Golden  Valley          37  58 

Slope  68  45 

Stark  1,451  1,966 


762 

885 

13,042 

12,318 

16,598 

17,203 

7,406 

8,551 

5,573 

5,695 

67 

64 

2,374 

2,068 

5,043 

5,110 

1,039 

1,095 

5,482 

5,485 

1,770 

2,284 

50 

37 

104 

177 

190 

137 

4,063 

5,998 
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Lignite  Production:  1952,  1960,  1965,  1968 

The  mining  of  lignite  has  been  long  an  important  component  of  the 
economic  activity  of  several  North  Dakota  counties.  Between  1952  and  1960 
production  dropped  in  all  of  the  western  North  Dr.kota  regions  but  in- 
creased slightly  between  1960  and  1965.  During  i  he  1965  -  1968  period, 
production  went  up  rather  sharply. 

These  recent  increases  were  primarily  located  in  Region  7,  partic- 
ularly Mercer  and  Oliver  counties.  Production  in  Mercer  County,  the 
State's  leading  lignite  producing  county,  more  than  doubled  between 
1965  and  1968.  Oliver  County  production  increased  from  3,000  short  tons 
in  1965  to  116,000  short  tons  in  1968. 


Data  Sources:  USDI,  Bureau  of  Mines,  (1952,  1960,  1965,  1968) 
Mineral  Yearbook:  Area  Reports 
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Lignite  Production* 
(short  tons) 

1952  1960         1965         1968 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

REGION  1 

Divide 

292,640 

227,720 

-- 

— 

McKenzie 

1,190 

— 

— 

-- 

Will iams 

17,786 

2,403 

5,212 

4,000 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

— 

-- 

-- 

-- 

Burke 

440,907 

406,600 

510,946 

426,086 

McHenry 

— 

— 

-- 

-- 

Mountrail 

1,565 

-- 

— 

-- 

Pierce 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

Renville 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ward 

522,618 

482,106 

400,429 

306,347 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

20,086 

14,132 

7,327 

— 

Emmons 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

Grant 

26,504 

21,181 

19,515 

11,839 

Kidder 

-- 

— 

-- 

-- 

McLean 

289,299 

76,099 

46,038 

28,891 

Mercer 

1,054,277 

1,019,039 

1,538,032 

3,318,947 

Morton 

37,166 

21,844 

19,029 

10,720 

01 iver 

6,280 

8,748 

3,323 

116,587 

Sheridan 

-- 

-- 

— 

-- 

Sioux 

-- 

-- 

— 

— 

REGION  8 

Adams 

22,114 

11,787 

17,388 

11,355 

Bill ings 

-- 

— 

-- 

-- 

Bowman 

148,836 

147,279 

83,369 

131,008 

Dunn 

10,012 

5,793 

1,058 

-- 

Golden  Valley 

1,590 

-- 

-- 

— 

Hettinger 

15,093 

5,000 

2,500 

-- 

Slope 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

Stark 

75,789 

75,224 

77,769 

120,722 

*Exclusive  of  mines  producing  less  than  1,000  tons. 


91 


Recent  Lignite  Production  and  Resource  Base:  1970 


The  attached  map  shows  1970  levels  of  lignite  production  in 
the  western  North  Dakota  counties.  Almost  60  percent  of  the  State's 
total  was  centered  in  a  single  county,  Mercer  (Region  7).  Bowman, 
Burke,  Oliver,  Stark  and  Ward  counties  account  for  almost  all  of  the 
remainder  within  the  State. 

Also  displayed  is  USDI  Bureau  of  Mines  information  on  the  lignite 
resource  base  of  western  North  Dakota.  Average  thickness  of  seam, 
strippable  resources,  and  strippable  reserves  have  been  estimated  and 
these  1968  figures  reveal  that  Region  8  counties  overlay  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  resources  and  reserves. 


Data  Sources:  (a)  USDI,  Bureau  of  Mines,  1970  Minerals 

Yearbook  -  Area  Reports,  1972 

(b)  USDI,  Bureau  of  Mines,  Strippable 
Reserves  of  Bituminous  Coal  and 
Lignite  in  the  United  States, 
Information  Circular  #8531,  1971. 
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Lignite  Production  and  Resource  Base 


NORTH  DAKOTA 
OTHER** 
REGION  1 


1970 

Lignite 

Production*8 

5,639,000 
2,218,000 


Divide 
McKenzie 
Will iams 
REGION  2 
Bottineau 
Burke 
Mc Henry 
Mountrail 
Pierce 
Renville 
Ward 

REGION  7 
Burleigh 
Emmons 
Grant 
Kidder 
McLean 
Mercer 
Morton 
01 iver 
Sheridan 
Sioux 

REGION  8 
Adams 
Bill ings 
Bowman 
Dunn 

Golden  Valley 
Hettinger 
Slope 
Stark 


6,000 


8,000 

19,000 

3,378,000 

6,000 


5,000 


Recoverable 
Average  Strippable 

Coal  bed  Resource 

Thickness13       (thous.   short  tons)b 


16 


12 


9 

15 

10 


4,191,000 


384,000 


129,000 


4,000 


12,000 


80,000 
641,000 

205,000 


11 

106,000 

21 

400,000 

11 

111,000 

18 

368,000 

22 

1,305,000 

12 

446,000 

Strippable 
Reserves 
[thous.   short  tons)b 

2,075,000 


117,000 


61,000 


4,000 


12,000 


24,000 
312,000 

121,000 


66,000 
213,000 

41 ,000 
224,000 

594,000 
286,000 


*  Excludes  mines  producing  less  than  1,000  short  tons  annually. 
**Bowman,  Burke,  Oliver,  Stark,  and  Ward  counties  combined  to  avoid  disclosure 
of  individual  county  confidential  data. 
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Trade-  Services-Manufacturing 

\ 


Wholesale  and  Retail  Establishments:  1954  -  1967 

The  attached  table  shows  the  number  of  wholesale  and  retail 
establishments  in  western  North  Dakota  from  1954  through  1967. 
The  number  of  wholesale  firms  dropped  during  each  of  the  intervals 
for  Regions  1,  2,  and  8.  Region  7  counties'  totals  were  irregular 
but  in  1967  remained  near  the  1954  total.  Patterns  of  changes 
within  the  four  regions  paralleled  population  changes  within 
regions.  Counties  with  population  growth  had  increases  in  whole- 
sale establishments  while  those  counties  with  population  declines 
also  showed  declines  in  wholesalers.  These  declines,  however,  were 
generally  less  severe  than  the  attendant  population  decreases. 

The  number  of  retail  firms  displayed  similar  tendencies.  Each 
of  the  four  regions  had  fewer  retail  outlets  in  1967  than  were 
present  in  1954.  This  was  the  case  for  the  State  as  well.  Economies 
of  scale  in  retailing  and  wholesaling,  improvements  in  transportation, 
expanding  market  areas  for  many  types  of  firms,  and  the  near  stable 
population  of  western  North  Dakota  are  the  likely  sources  of  these 
changes. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  (1954,  1958, 
1963,  1967)  Census  of  Business  -  Area 
Statistics. 
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Wholesale  and  Retail  Establishments 

1954  1958  1963  1967 


Whsle 

Retail 

Whsle 

Retail 

Whsle 

Retail 

Whsle 

Retail 

REGION  1 

Divide 

25 

69 

21 

73 

19 

53 

17 

51 

McKenzie 

19 

82 

20 

64 

22 

64 

16 

72 

Will iams 

92 

310 

94 

284 

90 

257 

86 

265 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

55 

163 

48 

149 

43 

139 

43 

141 

Burke 

24 

106 

26 

90 

23 

77 

20 

71 

McHenry 

49 

182 

42 

153 

40 

119 

41 

119 

Mountrail 

37 

134 

40 

155 

32 

115 

32 

132 

Pierce 

23 

86 

21 

82 

22 

76 

19 

90 

Renvil le 

20 

61 

24 

62 

16 

56 

17 

59 

Ward 

108 

421 

114 

429 

117 

450 

120 

515 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

79 

270 

79 

268 

90 

286 

90 

327 

Emmons 

24 

89 

25 

91 

25 

70 

26 

76 

Grant 

15 

62 

18 

41 

20 

41 

21 

46 

Kidder 

21 

75 

26 

71 

20 

55 

19 

59 

McLean 

47 

212 

43 

181 

44 

154 

42 

150 

Mercer 

20 

113 

23 

89 

17 

80 

19 

91 

Morton 

40 

232 

46 

210 

37 

215 

42 

223 

Oliver 

4 

21 

4 

11 

3 

9 

2 

14 

Sheridan 

16 

60 

15 

60 

14 

43 

13 

45 

Sioux 

8 

27 

9 

15 

9 

28 

8 

20 

REGION  8 

Adams 

25 

57 

22 

84 

24 

60 

19 

74 

Bill ings 

-- 

5 

1 

9 

1 

6 

-- 

8 

Bowman 

20 

82 

17 

85 

18 

75 

16 

71 

Dunn 

12 

76 

15 

51 

16 

43 

16 

54 

Golden  Valley 

11 

62 

14 

51 

9 

39 

9 

50 

Hettinger 

28 

95 

26 

86 

20 

66 

19 

70 

Slope 

-- 

13 

-- 

14 

— 

10 

11 

8 

Stark 

55 

194 

51 

184 

45 

223 

48 

237 
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Wholesale  Trade  Volume:  1954  -  1967 


While  the  number  of  firms  engaged  in  wholesale  trade  dropped  in 
the  region  during  the  1954-1967  period,  the  volume  of  such  trade  grew 
in  the  western  North  Dakota  area.  Much  of  the  growth  is  explained  by 
inflation  but  in  the  counties  of  population  growth,  the  rate  of  whole- 
sale trade  volume  increases  has  been  far  in  excess  of  population 
increases. 

The  region  totaled  27  percent  of  the  State's  total  in  1954  and 
in  1967  this  had  increased  to  30  percent.  Regions  2  and  7,  with  the 
most  heavily  populated  counties  in  western  North  Dakota,  had  volumes 
more  than  twice  as  high  as  the  other  regions. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  (1954,  1958,  1963,  1967) 
Census  of  Business  -  Wholesale  Trade  Area  Statistics. 
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Total  Wholesale  Trade  Volume 
(in  $l,000's) 

1954  1958  1963  1967 

REGION  1 

Divide  4,099  (D)  6,762  6,003 

McKenzie  (D)  5,741  6,871  4,307 

Williams  39,000  44,183  35,564  34,439 

REGION  2 

Bottineau  (D)  7,964  11,273  15,602 

Burke  (D)  4,008  5,460  5,524 

McHenry  (D)  7,535  9,362  11,273 

Mountrail  (D)  10,582  11,793  12,271 

Pierce  (D)  4,150  6,582  6,822 

Renville  (D)  5,206  5,989  7,343 

Ward  61,645  69,162  82,111  97,564 

REGION  7 

Burleigh  51,456  68,257  82,531  93,154 

Emmons  (D)  7,268  5,594  11,051 

Grant  2,216  3,390  3,362  5,801 

Kidder  (D)  3,708  3,573  3,006 

McLean  10,972  9,392  17,556  19,514 

Mercer  4,013  4,688  4,096  6,055 

Morton  16,558  16,301  24,234  26,052 

Oliver  286  340  (D)  (D) 

Sheridan  1,363  1,971  3,751  4,102 

Sioux  460  798  1,430  (D) 

REGION  8 

Adams  6,380  8,855  9,622  6,678 

Billings  (D)  (D)  (D) 

Bowman  (D)  9,703  9,565  7,274 

Dunn  (D)  4,079  4,581  4,087 

Golden  Valley  (D)  3,886  4,195  3,499 

Hettinger  (D)  11,994  9,526  9,794 
Slope 

Stark  23,503  27,625  31,941  51,333 

(D)   -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual   reporting  units, 
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Retail  Trade  Volume:  1954  -  1967 


In  contrast  to  wholesale  trade,  the  28  western  counties'  share 
of  North  Dakota's  retailing  volume  dropped  from  43  percent  in  1954 
to  41  percent  in  1967.  Regions  2  and  7  again  were  the  regions  with 
the  highest  total  volumes. 

These  regions  are  in  this  position  because  Ward  County  (Region  2) 
and  Burleigh  County  (Region  7)  alone  accounted  for  40  percent  of  the 
total  volume  in  the  region. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  (1954,  1958, 
1963,  1967)  Census  of  Business  -  Retail 
Trade  Area  Statistics. 
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Total 

Retail  Trade 
(in  $l,000's) 

Volume 

1954 

1958 

1963 

1967 

REGION  1 

Divide 

6,712 

5,965 

6,418 

5,234 

McKenzie 

5,040 

5,907 

5,409 

5,952 

Will iams 

30,357 

32,772 

33,363 

36,566 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

10,239 

10,130 

14,016 

13,588 

Burke 

4,776 

5,136 

6,048 

5,144 

McHenry 

3,469 

8,568 

9,181 

9,547 

Mountrail 

10,839 

12,302 

11,415 

11,201 

Pierce 

6,978 

7,656 

10,394 

11,867 

Renville 

5,210 

4,225 

6,048 

5,291 

Ward 

52,708 

64,604 

98,808 

97,204 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

42,656 

48,473 

59,376 

71,256 

Emmons 

5,529 

6,736 

6,560 

7,609 

Grant 

3,372 

3,644 

3,328 

3,862 

Kidder 

4,057 

4,434 

3,010 

3,621 

McLean 

14,236 

12,684 

15,157 

14,691 

Mercer 

6,857 

5,962 

6,750 

9,127 

Morton 

20,080 

23,047 

25,981 

27,416 

01 iver 

662 

639 

568 

674 

Sheridan 

3,350 

3,270 

2,987 

3,117 

Sioux 

1,270 

1,075 

1,352 

1,199 

REGION  3 

Adams 

5,188 

6,597 

6,781 

8,063 

Bill ings 

97 

115 

107 

220 

Bowman 

6,103 

7,500 

8,090 

12,111 

Dunn 

3,378 

3,213 

3,033 

2,605 

Golden  Valley 

4,045 

4,036 

3,885 

4,595 

Hettinger 

6,014 

8.186 

7,530 

7,731 

Slope 

372 

392 

266 

224 

Stark 

19,188 

25,281 

31  ,398 

38,772 
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Trade  Areas:  1973 


The  map  shows  the  greater  trade  areas  of  the  major  trade  centers 
in  North  Dakota.  These  areas  were  determined  through  a  mailed  question- 
naire which  listed  a  series  of  retail  items  and  requested  the  respondent 
to  identify  where  they  purchase  such  items.  Greater  trade  areas  were 
delineated  by  analysis  of  the  purchase  patterns  of  consumers  who  bought 
50  percent  or  more  of  one  of  the  items  in  the  trade  center. 

The  map  reveals  that  western  North  Dakota's  complete  shopping 
centers  are  Dickinson,  Mandan,  Minot,  Will i ston ,  and  Bismarck.  There 
is  substantial  overlap  in  the  east  with  the  Fargo,  Devil 's  Lake,  Grand 
Forks,  and  Jamestown  trade  areas.  Similar  maps  for  Montana  and  South 
Dakota  would  show  similar  overlaps  between  cities  in  these  States  and 
North  Dakota  retail  marketing  areas. 


Map  Source:  Wayne  Owens  and  Elmer  Vangsness,  Trade  Areas  in  North  Dakota, 
Extension  Bulletin  #20.  Cooperative  Extension  Service, 
North  Dakota  State  University,  1973. 
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Greater  Trade  Areas  of  Complete  Shopping  Centers 


r+mi '  m 


Greater  Trade  Areas  of  Complete  Shopping  Centers 


Manufacturing  Establishments:  1954  -  1967 


Western  North  Dakota  county  totals  of  manufacturing  firms  are 
displayed  in  the  table.  Firms  engaged  in  the  production  of  furniture 
and  wood  products,  metals  and  machinery,  food  products,  textiles,  print- 
ing, chemicals,  and  similar  general  product  groups  are  included. 

The  28  western  counties  of  the  State  had  a  10  percent  increase  in 
the  number  of  such  firms  during  the  period  1954  -  1967  but  relative  to 
the  rest  of  the  State  there  was  a  decline.  In  1954  about  49  percent  of 
North  Dakota's  manufacturing  firms  were  located  in  the  western  regions 
but  in  1967  this  had  dropped  to  44  percent. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  (1954,  1958,  1963,  1967) 
Census  of  Manufactures  -  Area  Statistics. 
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Total  Manufacturing  Establishments 
1954         1958         1963         1967 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

367 

405 

459 

454 

REGION  1 

Divide 

2 

3 

3 

3 

McKenzie 

2 

2 

3 

2 

Wil 1 iams 

12 

16 

23 

24 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

6 

8 

7 

8 

Burke 

- 

- 

2 

2 

McHenry 

8 

8 

10 

5 

Mountrail 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Pierce 

2 

3 

3 

3 

Renville 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Ward 

38 

42 

39 

33 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

19 

27 

23 

27 

Emmons 

4 

2 

4 

3 

Grant 

2 

2 

4 

2 

Kidder 

1 

1 

2 

2 

McLean 

7 

6 

9 

5 

Mercer 

4 

2 

7 

6 

Morton 

16 

19 

21 

19 

01 iver 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sheridan 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Sioux 

- 

- 

1 

1 

REGION  8 

Adams 

6 

7 

6 

5 

Bill ings 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Bowman 

5 

3 

4 

5 

Dunn 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Golden  Valley 

1 

3 

3 

5 

Hettinger 

3 

6 

6 

5 

Slope 

1 

'- 

- 

- 

Stark 

14 

16 

19 

21 

102 


Values  of  Manufacturing:  1954  -  1967 


The  value  added  to  manufactured  goods  in  the  28  counties  is 
shown  in  the  table.  It  appears  that  each  of  the  four  regions  showed 
progressive  growth  during  each  of  the  intervals  except  for  Region  7, 
which  had  a  loss  between  1954  and  1958.  The  growth  exhibited  may 
be  largely  due  to  inflationary  changes  in  the  value  of  the  dollar, 
however. 

The  final  column  of  the  table  shows  the  value  of  shipped  manu- 
factured goods  in  1967.  The  statewide  ratio  of  value  added  to  value 
of  shipments  is  roughly  1:3.  Thus,  the  value  of  the  materials  before 
they  are  processed  and  produced  constitutes  roughly  two-thirds  of 
the  final  value  and  the  manufacturing  process  constitutes,  for  all 
of  the  products  being  considered,  roughly  one-third  of  the  value  of 
shipping. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  (1954,  1958, 
1963,  1967)  Census  of  Manufacturers, 
Area  Statistics. 
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Values  of  Manufacturing 


1954 
(ST  ,000) 

1958 
($1,000) 

1963 
($1,000) 

1967 
($1,000) 

(Value  of 
Shipments) 
1967 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

34.9 

62.6 

72.4 

112.8 

365.4 

REGION  1 

Divide 

(D) 

(D) 

0-.1 

.2 

.5 

McKenzie 

(D) 

(D) 

0-.1 

(D) 

(D) 

Will iams 

1.0 

1.6 

2.2 

3.7 

14.1 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

5.09 

.2 

(D) 

.8 

2.0 

Burke 

— 

— 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

McHenry 

.71 

.1 

.4 

.3 

1.7 

Mountrail 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Pierce 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Renville 

(D) 

.3 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Ward 

3.4 

5.9 

7.0 

6.5 

12.1 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

2.6 

4.6 

4.8 

7.7 

14.7 

Emmons 

0-.1 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Grant 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Kidder 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

McLean 

.1 

.2 

.2 

.1 

.2 

Mercer 

.1 

(D) 

.3 

(D) 

(D) 

Morton 

3.4 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

01 i ver 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Sheridan 

(D) 

(D) 

(0) 

(D) 

(D) 

Sioux 

— 

— 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

REGION  8 

Adams 

.1 

.3 

.2 

.3 

1.6 

Billings 

-- 

— 

-- 

(D) 

(D) 

Bowman 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Dunn 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Golden  Valley 

(D) 

0-.1 

0-.1 

.1 

.6 

Hettinger 

.052 

0-.1 

(D) 

Z 

.4 

Slope 

(D) 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

Stark 

1.0 

1.2 

2.2 

2.8 

6.7 

(D)  -  Withheld  to  avoid  disclosing  figures  for  individual  companies. 
Z  -  Less  than  $50,000 
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Service  Establishments:  1954  -  1967 


Business  services,  repairs,  private  household  services,  entertain- 
ment, health,  education,  professional,  and  similar  provisionary  activities 
make  up  the  service  sector  of  the  economy.  The  number  of  firms  that 
were  engaged  in  providing  services  in  the  28  western  counties  are  found 
in  the  table.  Regions  2,  7,  and  8  had  steady  increases  in  the  number  of 
service  establishments  during  the  1954  -  1967  period.  Region  1  declined 
from  1954  to  1963,  but  increased  rapidly  between  1963  and  1967.  Williams 
County  alone  accounted  for  most  of  this  recent  growth  in  Region  1. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  (1954,  1958,  1963,  1967) 

Census  of  Business  -  Selected  Services  -  Area  Statistics. 
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Service 

Establ ishments 

1954 

1958 

1963 

1967 

REGION  1 

Divide 

33 

24 

25 

33 

McKenzie 

27 

23 

25 

33 

Williams 

142 

147 

131 

178 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

49 

56 

83 

65 

Burke 

35 

33 

39 

49 

McHenry 

41 

46 

46 

62 

Mountrail 

32 

57 

49 

60 

Pierce 

38 

54 

36 

40 

Renville 

27 

23 

25 

29 

Ward 

163 

233 

286 

337 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

176 

157 

196 

262 

Emmons 

22 

23 

27 

34 

Grant 

22 

24 

18 

23 

Kidder 

22 

12 

17 

20 

McLean 

67 

75 

62 

68 

Mercer 

30 

29 

20 

52 

Morton 

81 

95 

96 

100 

01 iver 

10 

2 

1 

4 

Sheridan 

22 

12 

12 

16 

Sioux 

2 

4 

3 

3 

REGION  8 

Adams 

26 

38 

25 

28 

Bil lings 

5 

2 

1 

5 

Bowman 

33 

28 

47 

47 

Dunn 

28 

12 

28 

24 

Golden  Valley 

34 

30 

24 

28 

Hettinger 

20 

30 

30 

37 

Slope 

6 

4 

4 

4 

Stark 

82 

105 

105 

143 
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Service  Volume:  1954  -  1967 


In  monetary  volume  of  services  provided,  western  North  Dakota 
counties  accounted  for  44  percent  of  North  Dakota's  total  in  1954  and 
41  percent  in  1967.  This  relative  decrease,  each  of  the  four  regions 
had  absolute  increases  between  1954  and  1967,  would  be  expected  given 
the  population  level  changes  and  distributive  changes  in  the  State. 
Service-oriented  firms  tend  to  follow  population  growth  rather  than 
being  the  source  of  such  changes. 

Within  the  region,  Ward  County  (Region  2)  and  Burleigh  County 
(Region  7)  had  roughly  52  percent  of  the  region's  total  volume  in  1967. 
This  is  even  higher  than  their  percentage  of  retail  volume  (40  percent) 
and  is  indicative  of  the  larger  market  areas  of  Minot  (Ward)  and  Bismarck 
(Burleigh)  in  providing  these  services  relative  to  retail  trade. 


Data  Sources:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  (1954,  1958,  1963,  1967) 

Census  of  Business  -  Selected  Services  -  Area  Statistics 
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Service 

Sales  Volume:     1954  ■ 
(in  $1  ,000's) 

-  1967 

1954 

1958 

1963 

1967 

REGION  1 

Divide 

363 

279 

388 

523 

McKenzie 

317 

218 

429 

337 

Will iams 

2,683 

3,854 

3,352 

3,745 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

495 

512 

1,119 

805 

Burke 

178 

264 

380 

484 

McHenry 

288 

328 

711 

514 

Mountrail 

426 

610 

645 

667 

Pierce 

447 

529 

422 

682 

Renville 

264 

320 

431 

383 

Ward 

3,771 

6,056 

9,400 

10,821 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

4,580 

4,689 

7,005 

8,570 

Emmons 

267 

262 

251 

489 

Grant 

125 

164 

117 

163 

Kidder 

140 

99 

261 

130 

McLean 

860 

598 

646 

777 

Mercer 

378 

234 

267 

748 

Morton 

1,118 

1,016 

1,565 

1,891 

01 iver 

30 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

Sheridan 

(D) 

149 

54 

96 

Sioux 

(D) 

74 

52 

(D) 

REGION  8 

Adams 

179 

316 

168 

221 

Bill ings 

23 

(0) 

(D) 

41 

Bowman 

270 

344 

747 

689 

Dunn 

176 

120 

324 

221 

Golden  Valley 

230 

240 

189 

329 

Hettinger 

271 

318 

417 

698 

Slope 

16 

32 

(D) 

11 

Stark 

1  ,613 

2,119 

2,284 

2,953 

(D)  -  not  shown  to  avoid  disclosure  of  data  for  individual  reporting  units. 
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A 


Government 

\SERVICE  &  FACILITIES 


GOVERNMENT 
SERVICES  AND  FACILITIES 


Education 


School  Districts  &  County  Superintendents:  1974       109 

Students  Enrolled:  1972-1973  111 

Education  Staffs:  1974  113 

Vocational  Study  115 

Educational  Taxation:  1972-1973  117 

College  Enrollment:  1974  (with  map)  119 


Social  Services 


County  Welfare  Boards:  1973  120 

Social  Service  Programs:  1973  122 

Social  Service  Program  Funding  Sources:  1973        124 


Medical  Care 


Medical  Facilities  and  Manpower:  1973  126 

Map  Insert:  Medical  Service  Areas 
Social  Programs  for  the  Aged:  1974  141 


Public  Safety 


Judicial  Systems:  1974  142 

Law  Enforcement  and  Fire  Protection:  1974          143 

Unlawful  Behavior:  1973  144 

Specific  Acts  of  Unlawful  Behavior:  1973           146 


Streets  and  Highways 


State  Highway  Mileage  and  Traffic  Flows:  1973 

(with  map)  148 

County  Roads:  1973  150 

County  Receipts  for  Local  Roads  &  Streets:  1973      152 

Vehicle  Registration:  1973  154 


Taxation  and  Revenue 


Taxable  Valuations  and  Taxes  Levied:  1973           156 

City  and  County  Property  Taxes:  1973  158 

Sales  and  Sales  Taxes:  1974  160 

Water  Facilities:  1974  162 


I  ^Education 


School  Districts  and  County  School  Superintendents:  1974 


The  number  and  type  of  public  school  districts  operating  schools  on 
September  15,  1974,  for  each  county  are  listed  in  the  table.  The  great 
majority  of  these  districts  are  high  school  type  districts  but  some 
counties  also  have  several  graded  elementary  districts  and  one-room  rural 
districts.  Billings  and  Slope  Counties  (Region  8)  were  the  only  counties 
in  the  area  lacking  high  school  districts.  Ward  County  had  the  largest 
number  of  such  districts,  nine. 

Also  listed  are  the  county  school  superintendents  for  each  of  the 
28  counties.  There  has  likely  been  some  turnover  since  the  publication 
date  but  this  would  most  likely  be  minimal. 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  North  Dakota 
Educational  Directory  1974-1975. 
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District  and  County  Superintendents 


No.  of 

High  School 

Districts 


No.  of 

Graded 

Elementary 

Districts 


No.  of 

1-Room 

Rural 

Districts 


County 
Superintendents 


Location 


REGION  1 

Divide  1 

McKenzie  2 

Williams  8 

REGION  2 

Bottineau  8 

Burke  5 

McHenry  9 

Mountrail  5 

Pierce  3 

Renville  4 

Ward  9 

REGION  7 

Burleigh  3 

Emmons  5 

Grant  3 

Kidder  5 

McLean  8 

Mercer  5 

Morton  6 

Oliver  1 

Sheridan  2 

Sioux  2 

REGION  8 

Adams  2 

Billings  0 

Bowman  3 

Dunn  3 

Golden  Valley  2 

Hettinger  3 

Slope  0 

Stark  6 


0 

Ms.  Edith  Fagerland 

Crosby 

4 

01 af  S.  Berget 

Watford  City 

0 

Mrs.  Helen  Jacobson 

Williston 

0 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Lang 

Bottineau 

0 

Edwin  C.  Johnson 

Bowbells 

0 

Mrs.  Corabelle  Brown 

Towner 

1 

W.  Ray  Stewart 

Stanley 

0 

Mrs.  Grace  Hagen 

Rugby 

0 

Clara  G.  Hall 

MohaH 

0 

Elmer  C.  Johnson 

Minot 

4 

Mrs.  Esther  Hample 

Bismarck 

0 

Alvin  M.  Tschosik 

Linton 

0 

Quentin  T.  Michelson 

Carson 

0 

Randy  Brousseau 

Steele 

0 

Helen  G.  Lynne 

Washburn 

0 

Janice  Wood 

Stanton 

2 

Wm.  T.  Heisler 

Mandan 

2 

Mrs.  Al ice  Husfloen 

Center 

0 

Mrs.  Doris  Barnstable 

McClusky 

2 

Mrs.  Patricia  Laubach 

Fort  Yates 

1 

Mrs.  Mildred  Jennings 

Hettinger 

0 

Mrs.  Ellen  Peabody 

Medora 

4 

Mrs.  Shirley  Weeks 

Bowman 

1 

Mrs.  Mertis  Fritz 

Manning 

2 

Doris  Dietz 

Beach 

1 

Mrs.  Agnes  E.  Horby 

Mott 

0 

Mrs.  Vivian  Nordoy 

Ami  don 

1 

Robert  Scott 

Dickinson 

no 


Students  Enrolled:  1972  -  1973 


Public  school  enrollments  in  elementary  and 
are  shown  in  the  attached  table.  Statewide,  the 
to  secondary  enrollment  was  a  little  more  than  2 
Dakota  counties  generally  had  larger  proportions 
than  this  level . 


secondary  (9-12)  schools 
1973  ratio  of  elementary 
:1 .  The  western  North 
of  secondary  students 


There  are  likely  many  factors  that  contribute  to  such  patterns.  In- 
cluded are  birth  rates  through  time,  age  structure,  migration,  persistence 
to  graduation,  and  similar  factors  that  together  determine  the  enrollment 
sizes  of  public  schools.  Analysis  based  on  these  variables  and  others 
would  permit  the  assessment  of  future  levels. 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Special 

Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
(for  the  period  ending  June  30,  1973^7 
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Public  School  Enrollment 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

REGION  1 
Divide 
McKenzie 
Williams 

REGION  2 
Bottineau 
Burke 
McHenry 
Mountrail 
Pierce 
Renville 
Ward 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

Emmons 

Grant 

Kidder 

McLean 

Mercer 

Morton 

01 iver 

Sheridan 

Sioux 
REGION  8 

Adams 

Billings 

Bowman 

Dunn 

Golden  Valley 

Hettinger 

Slope 

Stark 


Total  Elementary 
Enrollment 


561 

557 

3,325 

1,425 
739 
1,648 
1,555 
1,059 
686 
5,011 

6,680 

1,258 

724 

725 

1,959 

1,037 

3,246 

343 

432 

767 

588 
188 
742 
663 
450 
735 
99 
2,636 


Total  Secondary 
Enrollment 


301 

404 

1,866 

779 
449 
898 
787 
527 
370 
4,111 

2,816 
580 
300 
361 

1,057 
502 

2,057 
157 
193 
286 

335 

461 
370 
253 
473 

1,502 
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Education  Staffs:  1974 


Each  county's  number  of  elementary  teachers,  secondary  teachers, 
and  non-professional  personnel  (in  full-time  teaching  equivalents)  is 
displayed  in  the  table.  These  figures,  like  enrollments,  may  vary 
considerably  from  one  time  period  to  another  during  the  school  year. 
It  is  likely,  however,  in  a  predominately  rural  area  like  western 
North  Dakota  that  these  numbers  are  more  stable  than  in  areas  with 
rapid  population  shifts. 

In  addition,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  although  the  number 
of  students  may  be  declining  over  time  in  many  western  North  Dakota 
counties,  the  number  of  teachers  may  remain  at  levels  close  to  past 
ones.  This  would  be  a  consequence  of  efforts  and  ability  to  reduce 
the  teacher-student  ratio  through  time.  This  has  been,  and  remains, 
one  of  the  goals  of  most  instructional  organizations  in  the  nation. 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
North  Dakota  Educational  Directory  1974-1975. 
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Educational   Staffs 


Elementary 

K-8 
Teachers 

Secondary 

9-12 
Teachers 

Public 
Non-Professional 
Personnel  (F.T.E.) 

REGION  1 

Divide 

31 

22 

40 

McKenzie 

67 

35 

57 

Will iams 

150 

99 

135 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

73 

60 

44 

Burke 

41 

31 

51 

McHenry 

87 

77 

97 

Mountrail 

83 

48 

85 

Pierce 

52 

35 

37 

Renvil le 

40 

30 

43 

Ward 

403 

223 

317 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

290 

140 

206 

Emmons 

60 

40 

70 

Grant 

38 

29 

23 

Kidder 

38 

31 

19 

McLean 

106 

82 

81 

Mercer 

53 

36 

54 

Morton 

154 

112 

125 

01 i ver 

18 

10 

-- 

Sheridan 

26 

20 

27 

Sioux 

66 

43 

41 

REGION  8 

Adams 

33 

25 

22 

Billings 

18 

-- 

6 

Bowman 

42 

33 

35 

Dunn 

40 

26 

43 

Golden  Valley 

23 

17 

17 

Hettinger 

34 

30 

27 

Slope 

15 

— 

2 

Stark 

126 

90 

135 
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Vocational  Study:  1974  -  1975 


Enrollment  in  vocational  study  program  in  western  North  Dakota 
secondary  schools  totaled  6,814  in  the  first  semester  of  the  1974  - 
1975  school  year.  This  count  includes  five  programs:  trade  and 
industrial  (1,209),  agribusiness  (3,069),  office  education  (1,832), 
distributive  education  (456),  and  home  economics-occupational  (248). 
Agribusiness  is  a  four-year  program  and  the  others  are  two-year  pro- 
grams. Students  may  be  enrolled  in  more  than  one  program. 

Three  state  colleges  also  have  vocational  programs  not  included 
in  the  above  description.  Bismarck  Junior  College  and  UND  -  Williston, 
are  located  in  western  North  Dakota  and  the  State  School  of  Science 
is  at  Wahpeton  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State.  These  units  are 
important  components  in  North  Dakota's  system  of  vocational  education. 


Data  Source:  Personal  communication  from  Don  Eshelby,  Research  and 
Curriculum  Coordinator,  State  Board  for  Vocational 
Education,  3/25/75. 
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Enrollment  in  Vocational  Programs 


REGION  1 

Divide  105 

McKenzie  145 

Williams  470 

REGION  2 

Bottineau  282 

Burke  51 

McHenry  309 

Mountrail  314 

Pierce  256 

Renville  85 

Ward  1 ,288 

REGION  7 

Burleigh  985 

Emmons  90 

Grant  100 

Kidder  38 

McLean  170 

Mercer  172 

Morton  538 

Oliver  79 

Sheridan  29 

Sioux  75 

REGION  8 

Adams  183 

Billings  0 

Bowman  208 

Dunn  128 

Golden  Valley  75 

Hettinger  199 

Slope  0 

Stark  508 


116 


Educational  Taxation:  1972  -  1973 


County  totals  of  taxes  levied  and  mills  are  important  considera- 
tions in  the  educational  system.  These  are,  however,  general  indicators 
The  annual  and  biennial  reports  of  the  North  Dakota  superintendent  of 
public  instruction  display  the  specific  levels  for  all  of  the  funds  in- 
cluded in  the  totals. 

Listed  below  are  the  funds  itemized  in  these  reports.  There  is 
considerable  variation  by  county  and  many  counties  do  not  have  several 
of  the  items.  The  funds  are: 


General  Fund 

Building  Fund 

Sinking  and  Interest  Fund 

Special  Reserve  Fund 

High  School  Tuition 

High  School  Transportation 

Special  Assessment 


Recreation  Fund 
Junior  College  Fund 
Social  Security  Fund 
Library  Fund 
Communications 
Arbitration 
Teachers's  Insurance 


&  Retirement 


It  is  not  feasible  to  list  each  of  these  for  each  county  in  a 
lication  covering  the  large  number  of  counties  that  this  one  does. 
However,  the  information  is  available  for  more  detailed  analysis. 


pub- 


Data  Source: 


North  Dakota  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Special 
Annual  Report  of  the  Superindendent  of  Publ ic  Instruction 
(for  the  period  ending  June  30,  197377 
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Educational  Taxes  Levied  and  Mills 

Taxes  Levied  Mills 

REGION  1 

Divide  $420,700  88.5 

McKenzie  410,900  58.8 

Williams  1,906,000  81.6 

REGION  2 

Bottineau  960,200  88.5 

Burke  423,700  76.3 

McHenry  765,500  82.7 

Mountrail  646,500  83.5 

Pierce  576,700  75.7 

Renville  472,100  74.8 

Ward  4,142,500  80.7 

REGION  7 

Burleigh  4,066,900  109.1 

Emmons  481,900  69.9 

Grant  401,800  78.7 

Kidder  393,500  74.9 

McLean  830,900  67.1 

Mercer  410,800  71.9 

Morton  1,572,400  67.7 

Oliver  175,400  74.9 

Sheridan  209,700  75.4 

Sioux  135,600  61.1 

REGION  8 

Adams  415,700  69.9 

Billings  101,900  40.0 

Bowman  401,000  67.9 

Dunn  328,800  61.9 

Golden  Valley  312,200  71.2 

Hettinger  488,700  59.2 

Slope  60,200  41.9 

Stark  1,373,000  83.7 


118 


College  Enrollment:  1974 

The  attached  map  shows  the  number  of  residents  of  each  of  the 
North  Dakota  counties  enrolled  in  North  Dakota  colleges  in  the  1969- 
1974  period.  The  numbers  generally  reflect  the  total  population  base. 
In  counties  with  colleges  located  within  them  however,  the  rate  of 
enrollment  would  almost  certainly  be  somewhat  higher.  This  would 
simply  be  the  convenience  factor  in  effect. 

Western  North  Dakota  is  the  location  of  six  institutions  of  higher 
lparnina   The  state-supported  four-year  colleges  are  Minot  State 
Co  le  e9(fal  !  1974  enrollment  totaled  2,203  students)  and  Dickinson 
State  Co  lege  (974).  The  region's  one  private  four-year  college  Mary 
College  822),  is  ocated  on  the  outskirts  of  Bismarck.  The  State  also 
supports  three  iwo-year  colleges  in  the  western  part  of  North  Dakota 
B  mar  k  Junior  College  (1,812)  in  Bismarck,  Bot tineau  Branc ho f  North 
Dakota  State  University  (541)  in  Bottineau  and  the  Uniyer  ^y  of  North 
Dakota  -  Williston  Center  (580).  Given  the  area's  Population  base  or 
need  for  facilities  of  higher  education,  the  presence  of  these  six 
colleges  would  appear  to  be  adequate  to  meet  demand. 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  Higher  Education  Facilities  Commission, 
FaVL,  1_974  Enrollments  -  North  Dakota  Institutions  of 
Higher  Education. 
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Social  Services 


County  Welfare  Boards:  1973 


Statewide,  county  welfare  boards  had  expenses  of  $4,443,000  for 
FY  1973.  These  were  administrative,  service,  and  training  expenses 
for  all  programs.  Sixty-eight  of  the  Statewide  funding  was  federal 
and  29  percent  county.  The  remainder,  2.9  percent,  was  State  funds. 
The  attached  table  shows  the  breakdown  for  the  western  counties'  board 
expenses  and  sources  of  funding. 

Twenty-seven  of  the  28  counties  received  less  than  one  percent  of 
their  funds  from  the  State.  Sioux  County,  the  Standing  Rock  Indian 
Reservation,  received  27.5  percent  of  it  welfare  board  funds  from  the 
state. 

Also  listed  are  the  1974  county  welfare  directors  and  the  location 
of  the  welfare  boards. 


Data  Sources:  (a)  Social  Service  Board  of  North  Dakota,  Social  Services 

in  North  Dakota  -  First  Annual  Report,  1974. 

(b)  Social  Service  Board  of  North  Dakota,  Directory  - 
30th  Edition,  1974. 
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Welfare  Board  Information 


Administrative, 
Service,  Training 
Expenses  for  County 


Welfare  Boards  - 

Percent 

Percent 

All  Programs 

Federal 

County 

Director       Location 

REGION  1 

Divide 

$24,407 

64.3 

35.7 

Marcel! us  Hartze 

Crosby 

McKenzie 

38,229 

62.7 

37.2 

Ms.  Michon  Sax 

Watford  City 

Williams 

130,388 

68.9 

31.0 

Marcel  1  us  Hartze 

Will iston 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

38,992 

58.4 

41.1 

Mrs.  Mary  Rothman 

Bottineau 

Burke 
McHenry 

32,469 
52,490 

62.3 
66.5 

37.7 
33.0 

Bowbells 
Towner 

Winston  Pottenger 

Mountrai  1 

60,595 

67.2 

32.5 

Dale  Ellis 

Stanley 

Pierce 

70,598 

65.6 

34.4 

Winston  Pottenger 

Rugby 

Renville 

29,680 

56.9 

42.7 

Jean  A.  Connole 

Mohall 

Ward 

227,608 

70.5 

29.3 

John  H.  Opp 

Mi  not 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

278,056 

70.9 

28.7 

Richard  Throndset 

Bismarck 

Emmons 

25,313 

60.6 

39.4 

Mrs.  Helen  West 

Linton 

Grant 
Kidder 

29,211 
21,595 

67.2 
51.2 

32.6 
48.8 

Carson 
Steele 

Perry  Anderson 

McLean 

84,707 

66.7 

33.3 

Royce  G.  Roberson 

Washburn 

Mercer 

43,487 

61.5 

38.5 

Olen  Vining 

Stanton 

Morton 

118,626 

62.9 

37.1 

Thelma  Armstrong 

Mandan 

01 iver 
Sheridan 

21,246 
20,625 

69.0 
58.0 

31.0 
41.9 

Center 
McClusky 

Sioux 

70,645 

65.5 

7.0 

Mrs.  Lora  Siegfried 

Fort  Yates 

REGION  8 

Adams 

35,221 

65.6 

34.3 

Hettinger 

Bill ings 

8,814 

47.5 

52.3 

Alvin  Cheadle 

Beach 

Bowman 

23,176 

66.8 

33.1 

James  W.  Davis 

Bowman 

Dunn 

38,340 

64.8 

34.7 

Leon  0.  Rustand 

Kill  deer 

Golden  Valley 

19,175 

51.3 

48.5 

Alvin  Cheadle 

Beach 

Hettinger 

31,783 

42.8 

57.1 

Thomas  Tupa 

Mott 

Slope 

15,752 

66.4 

33.5 

James  Davis 

Bowman 

Stark 

82,036 

66.2 

33.4 

Mrs.  Lynne  Jacobson 

Dickinson 
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Social  Service  Programs:  1973 

County  expenses  for  several  types  of  welfare  programs  are  found  in 
the  attached  table.  The  major  programs  are:  (1)  aid  to  the  aged,  blind, 
and  disabled,  (2)  families  with  dependent  children,  (3)  foster  care, 
(4)  Title  XIX  medical  assistance,  and  (5)  crippled  children's  services. 
The  total  amount  listed  includes  blind  remedial  care  and  general  assistance 
but  these  programs  are  not  detailed  in  the  table.  The  expenses  were 
incurred  during  the  1972  -  1973  fiscal  year. 

Statewide,  these  programs  accounted  for  98.8  percent  of  the  county 
social  services  expenses.  Crippled  children  and  foster  care  programs 
absorbed  4.0  percent  of  the  total,  the  families  with  dependent  children 
program  took  28.4  percent  of  the  total,  medical  assistance  (Title  XIX) 
received  45.9  percent  of  the  total .  and  the  aged,  blind,  and  disabled 
program  accounted  for  28.4  percent  of  the  total  county  expenses.  The 
sum  of  the  programs  Statewide  was  $33,775,000. 


Data  Source:  Social  Services  Board  of  North  Dakota,  Social  Services  in 
North  Dakota  -  First  Annual  Report,  1974. 
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Social  Service  Programs 


Aid  to 

Aged,  Blind 

&  Disabled 

Famil ies  With 
Dependent 
Children 

Foster 
Care 

Medical 

Assistance 

Title  XIX 

Crippled 
Children's 
Services 

Total 

REGION  1 

Divide 

$67,105 

$29,440 

$1,720 

$56,467 

$6,743 

$165,352 

McKenzie 

80,916 

126,932 

12,822 

211,945 

2,281 

436,835 

Will iams 

202,618 

454,399 

40,761 

616,955 

2,726 

1,325,819 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

88,489 

56,075 

16,207 

240,913 

8,355 

413,699 

Burke 

92,608 

49,552 

414 

111,202 

9,487 

266,093 

McHenry 

143,811 

119,715 

14,398 

269,328 

5,566 

559,690 

Mountrail 

108,332 

292,540 

15,473 

336,709 

4,522 

759,538 

Pierce 

91,835 

80,815 

5,455 

178,965 

15,054 

375,543 

Renvil le 

41,834 

35,084 

4,981 

76,205 

7,438 

167,160 

Ward 

295,709 

776,134 

45,501 

1,056,912 

32,376 

2,221,262 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

294,162 

585,055 

54,740 

681 ,487 

31  ,782 

1,693,068 

Emmons 

95,487 

28,356 

5,303 

133,274 

3,667 

267,124 

Grant 

106,028 

30,522 

4,225 

140,551 

953 

284,609 

Kidder 

89,252 

46,534 

6,023 

165,306 

3,656 

313,377 

McLean 

188,462 

226,983 

30,132 

411,254 

8,745 

871,441 

Mercer 

121,580 

51,699 

6,674 

149,862 

1,235 

333,950 

Morton 

248,188 

261,003 

13,510 

515,965 

5,448 

1,058,340 

01 iver 

33,633 

3,113 

1,157 

40,541 

47 

78,627 

Sheridan 

73,871 

17,157 

24 

89,821 

2,853 

184,336 

Sioux 

73,610 

194,102 

61,576 

73,415 

3,196 

406,541 

REGION  8 

Adams 

60,428 

24,146 

2,497 

79,947 

970 

168,163 

Billings 

22,076 

7,262 

— 

13,377 

161 

42,876 

Bowman 

16,694 

20,396 

3,365 

100,389 

2,533 

143,427 

Dunn 

69,992 

117,135 

213 

150,105 

474 

338,538 

Golden  Vail 

ey   29,631 

7,195 

595 

28,659 

4,583 

70,849 

Hettinger 

36,472 

19,523 

... 

76,219 

118 

132,842 

Slope 

19,750 

2,064 

... 

22,734 

930 

45,483 

Stark 

188,960 

166,101 

12,899 

331,782 

5,340 

708,719 
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Social  Service  Program  Funding  Sources:  1973 


Federal,  State,  and  county  agencies  contribute  to  the  social 
service  programs  found  in  the  counties.  For  all  North  Dakota 
counties  in  1972-1973  FY,  the  federal  government  paid  approximately 
70  percent  of  the  costs  for  the  various  programs;  the  State  con- 
tributed about  25  percent  and  the  counties  almost  5  percent.  These 
percentages,  however,  will  vary  considerably  from  county  to  county. 


Data  Source:  Social  Services  Board  of  North  Dakota, 
Social  Services  in  North  Dakota  -  First 
Annual  Report,  1974. 
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Source  of  Funds:     All   Programs 

Federal  State  County 


$10,736 
15,516 
76,777 

22,180 
14,155 
33,706 
22,773 
20,989 
9,161 
129,309 

131,593 

12,165 

14,137 

16,654 

35,881 

16,413 

65,090 

3,642 

8,200 

3,781 

7,228 
1,939 
7,035 
9,947 
3,123 
6,489 
1,762 
38,485 


REGION  1 

.  Divide 

$113,390 

$41,225 

McKenzie 

308,628 

112,689 

Wil 1 iams 

931,541 

317,500 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

290,733 

100,785 

Burke 

186,545 

65,392 

McHenry 

391,067 

134,916 

Mountrail 

538,974 

197,790 

Pierce 

261,585 

92,968 

Renville 

117,460 

40,537 

Ward 

1,558,575 

533,377 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

1,151,704 

409,770 

Emmons 

189,308 

65,650 

Grant 

201,127 

69,343 

Kidder 

220,387 

76,335 

McLean 

610,590 

224,969 

Mercer 

234,925 

82,611 

Morton 

739,382 

253,867 

01 iver 

55,120 

19,864 

Sheridan 

130,716 

45,420 

Sioux 

292,576 

110,184 

REGION  8 

Adams 

119,629 

41,306 

Bill ings 

30,548 

10,388 

Bowman 

100,000 

36,392 

Dunn 

240,861 

87,730 

Golden  Valley 

49,554 

18,172 

Hettinger 

94,316 

32,036 

Slope 

32,337 

11,383 

Stark 

497,123 

173,109 
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{Medical  Care 


Medical  Facilities  and  Manpower:  1973 


Medical  care  is  a  crucial  matter  to  the  residents  of  any  area. 
The  sub-section  deals  with  the  two  basic  components  of  health  care  in 
the  western  North  Dakota  counties:  facilities  and  manpower.  A  change 
in  format  is  necessary  to  most  effectively  portray  the  health  care 
availability  situation  for  all  of  the  counties. 

The  1973  facilities  in  each  county  are   listed  by  type  and  name. 
Included  are  hospitals,  nursing  homes,  retirement  homes,  and  clinics. 
The  number  of  beds  and/or  physicians  are   listed  for  each  facility  as  a 
guide  to  the  scale  of  the  facility. 

Manpower  in  the  health  field  covers  a  number  of  different  occupa- 
tional titles.  Therefore,  six  key  occupations  were  chosen  as  indica- 
tors of  the  status  of  health  care  manpower.  These  are:  dentists, 
licensed  practical  nurses,  pharmacists,  physicians,  registered  nurses, 
and  veterinarians. 


Data  Source:  Division  of  Health  Planning,  North  Dakota  State  Department 
of  Health,  Summary  of  Health  Facilities  and  Manpower  in 
North  Dakota,  1973. 

At  the  end  of  this  section  of  the  status  of  medical  facilities  and 
manpower,  a  map  is  located  which  physically  portrays  the  influence  zone 
of  major  medical  centers  in  the  State.  Western  North  Dakota  has  four 
such  centers:  Bismarck-Mandan,  Dickinson,  Williston,  and  Minot. 


Map  Source:  Elmer  Vangsness  and  Wayne  Owens,  Selected  Medical  Services 

by  Region  in  North  Dakota:  Bulletin  #24.  Fargo:  Cooperative 
Extension  Service,  North  Dakota  State  University,  1974. 
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REGION  1 
Divide 

Facilities: 


Hospitals 

1.  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Crosby  25  beds 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes  (Total  -  133  beds) 

1.  Good  Samaritan  Center,  Crosby  81  beds 

2.  Good  Samaritan  Center,  Noonan  52  beds 

CI inics 

1.  Crosby  Clinic,  Crosby  2  physicians 


Manpower: 


Dentists  2 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses  5 

Pharmacists  3 

Physicians  2 

Registered  Nurses  22 

Veterinarians  0 

McKenzie 

Facil ities: 

Hospitals 

1.  McKenzie  County  Memorial  Hospital,  Watford  City  25  beds 

Nursing  Homes 

1.  Good  Shepherd  Home,  Watford  City             47  beds 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes  -  none 

Clinics  -  none 

Manpower: 

Dentists  1 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses  8 

Pharmacists  5 


Physicians  5 

Registered  Nurses  17 

Veterinarians  1 
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Williams 

Facilities: 


Hospitals  . 

1.  Mercy  Hospital,  Will  is ton 
2   Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  Williston 
3.  Tioga  Community  Hospital,  Tioga 


78  beds 
50  beds 
29  beds 


NUrr.ngBe°theel  Lutheran  Home  for  the  Aged,  Williston   90  beds 


Retirement  or  Custodail  Homes 

1  Western  Dakota  Clime,  Williston 

2  Craven-Hagen  Clinic,  Williston 
3'.  Williston  EENT  Clinic,  Williston 
4.  Tioga  Clinic,  Tioga 


7  physicians 
6  physicians 
2  physicians 
1  physician 


Area  Social  Service  Center,  Williston 

Colleges: 

University  of  North  Dakota  -  Williston  Center,  Williston 

Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


10 
73 
114 
17 
99 
3 


REGION  2 
Bottineau 

Facilities: 


0S11.  St  Andrew's  Hospital,  Bottineau 

Nursing  HOmes 

1.  Westhope  Home,  Westhope 

Retirement  or  Custodail  Homes 

1.  Good  Samaritan  Center,  Bottineau 

Clinics  „  1_A_. 

1.  Bottineau  Clinic,  Bottineau 


Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


2 
9 
5 
3 

60 
2 


69  beds 

53  beds 

51  beds 

3  physicians 
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Burke 


Facil ities: 


Hospitals  -  none 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

1.  St.  Olav's  Guest  Home,  Powers  Lake 


Clinics  -  none 


Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


16  beds 


McHenry 

Facil ities : 

Hospitals  -  none 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodail  Homes  -  none 


CI inics 

1 .  Drake  CI inic,  Drake 


Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


1 
1 
6 
3 
19 
0 


1  physician 
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Mountrail 

Facilities: 


Hospitals 

1.  Stanley  Community  Hospital,  Stanley 

Nursing  Homes 

1.  New  Town  Nursing  Home,  New  Town 

2.  Mountrail -Bethel  Lutheran  Home,  Stanley 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

1.  Bethel  Lutheran  Home,  Stanley 

CI inics 

1.  New  Town  Health  Center,  New  Town 

2.  Stanley  Medical  Clinic,  Stanley 


Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


4 
10 

0 

5 
26 

0 


25  beds 


70  beds 
41  beds 


16  beds 


1  physician 

2  physicians 


Pierce 


Facil ities: 


Hospitals 

1.  Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  Rugby 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

1.  Harold  S.  Haaland  HOme,  Rugby 

Clinics 

1.  Johnson  Clinic,  Rugby 


Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


2 
25 

7 

9 

46 

2 


90  beds 

78  beds 
7  physicians 
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Renville 

Facil ities: 


Hospitals 

1.  Renville-Bottineau  Memorial  Hospital,  Mohall   26  beds 


Nursing  Homes  -  none 
Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 
Clinics  -  none 
Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


none 


2 
2 
3h 

2 

10 
0 


Ward 


Facil ities: 


Hospitals 

1.  Trinity  Medical  Center,  Minot  (Hosp.  Unit)    270  beds 

2.  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Minot  200  beds 

3.  Kenmare  Deaconess  Hospital,  Kenmare  36  beds 

Federal  Hospital 

1.  U.S.  Air  Force  Hospital,  Minot 

Nursing  Homes 

1.  Americana  Nursing  Center,  Minot  99  beds 

2.  Trinity  Medical  Center  (Nursing  Unit),  Minot   96  beds 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

1.  Lutheran  Home  for  the  Aged,  Minot  232  beds 

2.  Baptist  Home  of  Kenmare,  Kenmare  55  beds 

3.  Sunnyside  Rest  Home,  Minot  23  beds 

4.  Alvina's  Home  for  the  Aged,  Minot  8  beds 


CI inics 

1.  Medical  Arts  Clinic,  Minot 

2.  Trinity  Northwest  Clinic,  Minot 

3.  Minot  EENT  Clinic,  Minot 

4.  McCannell  EENT  Clinic,  Minot 

5.  Erenfeld  Clinic,  Minot 

6.  Kenmare  Clinic,  Kenmare 

Area  Social  Service  Center,  Minot 
Colleges: 

Minot  State  College,  Minot 

Manpower: 

Dentists  10 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses       87 

Pharmacists  7 

Physicians  75 

Registered  Nurses  366 

Veterinarians  7 


11  physicians 

9  physicians 

3  physicians 

2  physicians 

1  physician 

1  physician 
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REGION  7 
Burleigh 

Facilities: 


Hospitals 

1.  Bismarck  Hospital,  Bismarck  187  beds 

2.  St.  Alexius  Hospital,  Bismarck  259  beds 

Nursing  Homes 

1.  Baptist  Home,  Bismarck  64  beds 

2.  Missouri  Slope  Lutheran  Home,  Bismarck  83  beds 

3.  St.  Vincent's  Nursing  Home,  Bismarck  94  beds 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

1.  Baptist  Home  for  the  Aged,  Bismarck         126  beds 

CI inics 

1.  Quain  &  Ramstad  Clinic,  Bismarck       47  physicians 

2.  Mid-Dakota  Clinic,  Bismarck  14  physicians 

Area  Social  Service  Center,  Bismarck 

Colleges : 

Bismarck  Junior  College,  Bismarck 
Mary  College,  Bismarck 

Manpower: 

Dentists  8 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses       152 

Pharmacists  37^ 

Physicians  85 

Registered  Nurses  424 

Veterinarians  2 


Emmons 


Facilities: 


Hospitals 

1.  Linton  Hospital,  Linton  27  beds 

Nursing  Homes 

1.  Strasburg  Nursing  Home,  Strasburg  76  beds 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes  -  none 

Clinics 

1.  Linton  Medical  Center,  Lisbon  3  physicians 


Manpower: 


Dentists  0 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses        9 

Pharmacists  '\\ 

Physicians  2 

Registered  Nurses  20 

Veterinarians  2 
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Grant 

Facil ities: 


Hospitals 

1.  Lorenzen  Memorial  Hospital,  Elgin  25  beds 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes  -  none 

Clinics  -  none 

Manpower: 

Dentists  0 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses  11 

Pharmacists  2 

Physicians  2 

Registered  Nurses  20 

Veterinarians  1 


Kidder 


Facil ities: 

Hospitals  -  none 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

1.  Golden  Manor,  Inc.,  Steele  42  beds 

Clinics  -  none 

Manpower: 

Dentists  1 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses        1 

Pharmacists  1 

Physicians  1 

Registered  Nurses  5 

Veterinarians  2 
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McLean 


Facilities: 


Hospitals 

1.  Garrison  Memorial  Hospital,  Garrison 

2.  Turtle  Lake  Community  Memorial  Hospital, 

Turtle  Lake 


32  beds 
44  beds 


Nursing  Homes 

1.  Garrison  Nursing  Home,  Garrison 

2.  Prairieview  Home,  Underwood 


71  beds 
64  beds 


Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

1.  Asplund's  Pioneer  Home,  Wilton 

2.  Country  Village,  Wilton 

3.  Kozy  Korner  Home,  Wilton 


25  beds 
21  beds 
24  beds 


CI inics 

1.  Garrison  Clinic,  Garrison 


3  physicians 


Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


4 

14 
11 

4 
53 

2 


Mercer 


Facilities: 


Hospitals 

1.  Hazen  Memorial  Hospital,  Hazen 

Nursing  Homes 

1.  Beulah  Community  Nursing  Home,  Beulah 


39  beds 

40  beds 


Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

1.  Joachim  Memorial  Home,  Beulah 

2.  Pioneer  Park  Retirement  Home,  Hazen 


30  beds 
28  beds 


CI inics 

1 .  Hazen  CI inic,  Hazen 


1  physician 


Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


0 
11 

3 

3 
12 

2 
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Morton 


Facil ities : 


Hospitals 

1.  Mandan  Hospital,  Mandan  56  beds 

Addiction  Hospital 

1.  Heartview  Foundation,  Mandan  57  beds 

Nursing  Homes 

1.  Marian  Manor  Nursing  Home,  Glen  Ullin        80  beds 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

1 .  Elm  Crest  Manor,  New  Salem  60  beds 

CI inics 

1.  Hebron  Medical  Center,  Hebron  1  physician 


Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


8 
19 
10 

7 
54 

6 


01 iver 


Facil ities : 

Hospitals  -  none 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes  -  none 

Clinics  -  none 
Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 
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Sheridan 

Facilities: 

Hospitals  -  none 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

1.  Sheridan  Memorial  HOme,  Inc.,  McClusky       34  beds 

Clinics  -  none 

Manpower: 

Dentists  1 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses        1 

Pharmacists  1 

Physicians  0 

Registered  Nurses  7 

Veterinarians  0 


Sioux 


Facilities: 

Hospitals  -  none 

Federal  Hospital 

1.  Standing  Rock  Indian  Hospital,  Fort  Yates 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes  -  none 

CI inics  -  none 

Manpower: 

Dentists  0 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses        3 

Pharmacists  0 

Physicians  3 

Registered  Nurses  4 

Veterinarians  0 
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REGION  8 
Adams 


Facil ities : 


Hospitals 

1.  Community  Memorial  Hospital,  Hettinger        55  beds 

Nursing  Homes 

1.  Hettinger  Nursing  Home,  Hettinger  88  beds 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes  -  none 

CI inics 

1.  Hettinger  Clinic,  Hettinger  4  physicians 


Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


2 
11 

4 

7 

26 

3 


Billings 

Facil ities: 

Hospitals  -  none 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes  -  none 

CI inics  -  none 
Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 
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Bowman 


Facil ities: 


Hospitals 

1.  St.  Luke's  Tri-State  Hospital,  Bowman        40  beds 

Nursing  Homes 

1.  St.  Luke's  Sunset  Home,  Bowman  42  beds 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes  -  none 

CI inics 

1.  Tri-State  Clinic,  Bowman  2  physicians 


Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


2 

9 
3 
2 
24 
1 


Dunn 


Facilities: 

Hospitals  -  none 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes  -  none 

Clinics  -  none 
Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 
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Golden  Valley 

Facilities: 

Hospitals 

1.  Golden  Valley  County  Hospital,  Beach         27  beds 

Nursing  Homes 

1.  Johnstone  Memorial  Nursing  Home,  Beach       25  beds 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes  -  none 

Clinics  -  none 

Manpower: 

Dentists  2 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses        7 

Pharmacists  1 

Physicians  2 

Registered  Nurses  19 

Veterinarians  1 

Hettinger 

Facilities: 

Hospitals  -  none 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

1.  Good  Samaritan  Home,  Mott  40  beds 

CI inics 

1.  Family  Physician's  Clinic,  Mott         1  physician 


Manpower: 


Dentists  2 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses        8 

Pharmacists  3 

Physicians  1 

Registered  Nurses  6 

Veterinarians  2 
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Slope 


Facil ities: 

Hospitals  -  none 

Nursing  Homes  -  none 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

Clinics  -  none 

Manpower: 

Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


none 


Stark 


Facilities: 

Hospitals 

1.  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Dickinson  120  beds 

2.  Richardton  Community  Hospital,  Richardton     28  beds 

Nursing  Homes 

1.  Dickinson  Nursing  Center,  Dickinson         54  beds 

2.  St.  Luke's  Home,  Dickinson  83  beds 

Retirement  or  Custodial  Homes 

1.  Dickinson  Nursing  Center,  Dickinson         106  beds 

Clinics 

1.  Dickinson  Clinic,  Dickinson  7  physicians 

2.  Rodgers  &  Gumper  Clinic,  Dickinson  6  physicians 

3.  Reichert  &  Reichert  Clinic,  Dickinson  3  physicians 

4.  Richardton  Clinic,  Richardton  1  physician 

Area  Social  Service  Center,  Dickinson 
Colleges: 

Dickinson  State  College,  Dickinson 
Manpower: 


Dentists 

Licensed  Practical  Nurses 

Pharmacists 

Physicians 

Registered  Nurses 

Veterinarians 


9 
77 
10 
19 
96 

5 
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Social  Program  for  the  Aged:  1974 


The  Social  Service  Board  of  North  Dakota  publishes  NoDak  New  Days  • 
Program  for  Older  Americans.  This  directory  lists  the  many  local  clubs 
for  the  aged  by  city  and  county.  Also  included  are  the  offices  of  each 
group  and  their  major  activities.  This  publication  is  available  from: 

Aging  Services 

State  Capitol 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Telephone:  701-224-2577 
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Judicial  Systems:  1974 


The  North  Dakota  Judicial  Council  produces  semi-annual  reports 
entitled  Statistical  Compilation  and  Report.  These  reports  contain 
rosters  of  the  Council,  the  Supreme  Court,  District  Judges  and  County 
Courts  as  well  as  judicial  statistics.  Such  statistics  are  in  reference 
to  caseloads  by  such  types  as  juvenile  cases,  felonies,  traffic  viola- 
tions, other  misdemeanors  and  so  on. 

The  State  Bar  Board,  in  cooperation  with  the  State  Bar  Association 
of  North  Dakota,  issues  an  annual  Directory  of  North  Dakota  Lawyers. 
All  licensed  lawyers  are  listed  by  county  of  residence  and  their  mail- 
ing address  and  telephone  number  is  included. 
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Law  Enforcement  and  Fire  Protection:  1974 


The  North  Dakota  Combined  Law  Enforcement  Council,  Box  B,  Bismarck, 
58501,  has  prepared  a  document,  entitled  North  Dakota  Comprehensive 
Criminal  Justice  Plan,  which  describes  the  current  status  and  antici- 
pated future  requirements  of  law  enforcement  agencies  in  North  Dakota. 
Major  topics  include  levels  of  crime  and  delinquency,  existing  law  enforce- 
ment systems,  courts,  correctional  systems,  and  program  descriptions  for 
the  State. 

Unfortunately,  wery   little  information  in  the  document  is  summarized 
into  a  county-by-county  format.  Information  on  these  topics  should  be 
obtained  from  the  council  or  the  responsible  agency  or  agencies  in  the 
county  of  interest. 

In  addition,  a  situation  statement  on  law  enforcement  in  a  four- 
county  area  likely  to  be  impacted  by  coal  development  has  been  prepared 
and  is  likely  available  to  the  public  through  the  Law  Enforcement  Council. 

The  office  of  the  Fire  Marshal  of  the  State  has  files  on  fire  pro- 
tection manpower  and  facilities  in  the  communities  of  North  Dakota. 
Detailed  information  on  fire  protection  capabilities  for  particular  towns 
and  cities  are   available  through  that  office. 
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UNLAWFUL  BEHAVIOR:  1973 


FBI  Uniform  Crime  Reports  itemizes  the  annual  reported  criminal 
acts  and  lists  rates  for  each  offense  per  100,000  persons.  This 
information  is  available  on  a  county  basis. 

The  table  shows  the  summary  levels  for  the  western  North  Dakota 
counties.  The  first  column  is  simply  the  summation  of  the  nine  acts 
reported  that  are  under  consideration.  These  activities  are  murder, 
manslaughter,  rape,  robbery,  assault,  burglary,  larceny  (above  and 
below  $50),  and  auto  theft.  For  example,  nineteen  of  these  nine  acts 
were  reported  in  Divide  County  in  1973. 

The  second  column  displays  the  rate  per  100,000  persons  for  the 
total  number  of  criminal  acts.  Divide  County's  rate  can  be  interpreted 
to  mean  that  if  the  county  had  100,000  persons  and  the  same  proportional 
amount  of  major  crime  that  it  had  in  1973,  then  422  of  these  acts  would 
have  been  reported. 

Caution  should  be  exercised  in  the  interpretation  of  such  data 
because  reporting  procedures  and  residents'  willingness  to  report  such 
acts  vary  from  location  to  location.  The  data  is  the  best  available 
but  it  reflects  only  reported  acts. 

Relative  to  the  rest  of  the  State,  most  western  North  Dakota 
counties  were  well  below  the  Statewide  rate  of  2,078  per  100,000  in 
1973.  The  more  heavily  populated  counties,  however,  match  or  exceed 
the  Statewide  rate.  Burleigh  County's  rate,  for  example,  is  almost 
twice  the  state  rate  but  this  could  be  in  large  part  a  reflection  of 
more  stringent  reporting  procedures  in  the  larger  counties. 


Data  Source:  USDJ,  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation,  Uniform  Crime 
Reports  -  1973,  1974. 
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UNLAWFUL  BEHAVIOR 
COUNTY  TOTAL       RATE  PER  100,000 

REGION  1 

Divide  19  422 

McKenzie  39  640 

Williams  364  1,915 

REGION  2 

Bottineau  53  482 

Burke  17  371 

McHenry  19  211 

Mountrail  28  338 

Pierce  51  803 

Renville  24  852 

Ward  1,400  2,161 

REGION  7 

Burleigh  1,766  4,049 

Emmons  24  349 

Grant  13  265 

Kidder  27  652 

McLean  116  1,002 

Mercer  12  178 

Morton  434  2,037 

Oliver  16  696 

Sheridan  40  1,287 
Sioux 

REGION  8 

Adams  24  646 

Billings  3  253 

Bowman  16  400 

Dunn  21  481 

Golden  Valley  32  1,207 

Hettinger  32  604 

Slope  2  151 

Stark  494  2,458 
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SPECIFIC  ACTS  OF  UNLAWFUL  BEHAVIOR:   1973 


Western  North  Dakota  may  be  the  safest  section  of  the  safest  State 
in  the  nation.  In  1972,  North  Dakota  (statewide)  ranked  fiftieth  of  the 
50  states  in  rates  of  auto  theft,  larceny  over  $50,  burglary,  aggravated 
assault,  robbery,  and  forcible  rape.  The  State  was  tied  for  the  forty- 
eighth  position  in  the  ranking  on  murder  and  non-negligent  manslaughter. 

The  State's  rate  of  murder  and  manslaughter  was  14.6%  of  the  U.S. 
rate,  rape  -  21.9%,  robbery  -  4.9%,  assault  -  16.5%,  burglary  -  31.7%, 
larceny  -  60%,  and  auto  theft  -  21.5%.  These  are  1972  figures.  The 
data  in  the  attached  tables  are  later  1973  figures.  But  the  funda- 
mental fact  remains  that  reported  unlawful  behavior  in  western  North 
Dakota  is  quite  low  relative  to  other  sections  of  the  nation. 

The  table  reveals  that  in  most  of  the  western  counties  only 

burglary,  larceny,  and  auto  theft  were  major  problems  in  1973.  And 

it  is  clear  that  even  these  activities  are  well  below  state  and 
national  rates  in  almost  ewery   county. 


Data  Source:  USDJ,  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation,  Uniform  Crime 
Reports  -  1973,  1974 
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Streets  &  Highways 


State  Highway  Mileage  and  Traffic  Flows:  1973 

One  section  of  the  federal  interstate  highway  system  has  been  built 
in  western  North  Dakota,  Interstate  94.  This  highway  crosses  the  region 
from  the  eastern  border  of  Kidder  County  to  the  western  Montana  border 
of  Golden  Valley  County.  Total  regional  mileage  of  1-94  is  224  miles. 
Regions  1  and  2  have  no  interstate  mileage  and  there  is  no  north-south 
interstate  route  within  the  western  part  of  the  State.  All  of  the 
planned  mileage  has  been  completed. 

Also  displayed  is  the  total  primary  and  secondary  state  highway 
mileages  within  each  county.  The  map  that  follows  the  table  complements 
these  mileage  figures  with  information  on  traffic  flows  for  segments 
of  the  state  highway  system.  Both  commercial  and  total  traffic  figures 
are  included  on  the  map.  Major  east-west  routes  are  1-94  in  the  south 
and  US-2  across  the  northern  counties  of  the  region.  US-85,  US-83,  and 
S-3  are  the  most  heavily  traveled  north-south  routes. 


Data  Source:  Planning  and  Research  Division,  North  Dakota  State  Highway 
Department,  North  Dakota  Highway  Statistics  -  1974. 
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State  Highway  Mileage 
Interstate    Primary 


Secondary 


Total 
State  Mileage 


REGION  1 
Divide 
McKenzie 
Williams 

REGION  2 
Bottineau 
Burke 
McHenry 
Mountrail 
Pierce 
Renville 
Ward 

REGION  7 
Burleigh 
Emmons 
Grant 
Kidder 
McLean 
Mercer 
Morton 
Oliver 
Sheridan 
Sioux 

REGION  8 
Adams 
Billings 
Bowman 
Dunn 

Golden  Valley 
Hettinger 
Slope 
Stark 


37 


30 


62 


19 


21 


55 


78 

33 

m 

143 

71 

214 

95 

87 

182 

91 

70 

161 

73 

55 

128 

96 

69 

165 

117 

57 

174 

75 

35 

no 

51 

22 

73 

188 

40 

228 

83 

68 

188 

83 

38 

121 

38 

67 

105 

51 

31 

112 

133 

101 

234 

66 

24 

90 

71 

71 

204 

31 

35 

66 

38 

36 

74 

35 

65 

100 

60 

16 

76 

29 

-- 

48 

70 

11 

81 

95 

47 

142 

-- 

23 

44 

96 

3 

99 

41 

30 

71 

81 

-- 

136 
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TRAFFIC  FLOW  MAP 

STATE  OF 
NORTH  DAKOTA 

NORTH  DAKOTA   STATE  HIGHWAY    DEPARTMENT 
TRANSPORTATION  SERVICES   DIVISION 

U  &  DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 
FEOERAL   HIGHWAY  ADMINISTRATION 
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County  Roads:  1973 


Mileages  of  county  road  systems  by  quality  of  surface  is  displayed 
as  reference  information.  Included  are  unimproved,  graded  and  drained, 
gravel  surfaced,  and  hard -surfaced  segments  of  county  systems. 


Data  Source:  Planning  and  Research  Division,  North  Dakota  State  Highway 
Department,  North  Dakota  Highway  Statistics  -  1974. 
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County  Road  System  Mileage 


Graded  & 

Gravel 

Hard 

Unimproved 

Drained 

Surfaced 

Surfaced 

Total 

REGION  1 

Divide 

9.2 

3.3 

124.3 

— 

136.8 

McKenzie 

— 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

Williams 

4.5 

8.0 

347.6 

— 

360.1 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

.3 

-6 

102.6 

— 

103.5 

Burke 

— 

— 

67.4 

— 

67.4 

McHenry 

3.8 

5.1 

203.4 

— 

212.3 

Mountrail 

1.0 

.6 

116.0 

0.2 

117.8 

Pierce 

1.8 

-- 

130.6 

— 

132.4 

Renville 

— 

— 

100.0 

-- 

100.0 

Ward 

-- 

2.0 

242.3 

-- 

244.3 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

4.2 

-- 

100.9 

50.2 

155.3 

Emmons 

13.5 

3.8 

147.9 

0.6 

165.8 

Grant 

6.4 

14.9 

146.9 

0.1 

168.3 

Kidder 

— 

1.8 

107.4 

27.7 

136.9 

McLean 

5.5 

0.7 

183.9 

2.7 

192.8 

Mercer 

2.7 

1.8 

105.1 

1.6 

111.2 

Morton 

1.6 

13.0 

125.1 

52.3 

192.0 

01 iver 

5.4 

37.9 

53.0 

— 

96.3 

Sheridan 

— 

5.0 

155.9 

-- 

160.9 

Sioux 

3.4 

15.2 

64.1 

-- 

82.7 

REGION  8 

Adams 

-- 

44.5 

42.7 

'- 

87.2 

Billings 

1.0 

5.3 

35.1 

6.5 

47.9 

Bowman 

-- 

5.1 

127.2 

0.1 

132.4 

Dunn 

1.0 

1.7 

65.2 

— 

67.9 

Golden  Valley 

— 

2.0 

12.7 

21.2 

35.9 

Hettinger 

-- 

16.4 

30.3 

— 

47.2 

Slope 

2.6 

8.9 

104.7 

-- 

116.2 

Stark 

7.1 

2.6 

118.5 

31.8 

160.0 
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County  Receipts  for  Local  Roads  and  Streets:  1973 


Revenue  sources  for  local  road  and  street  systems  for  western 
North  Dakota  counties  are  shown  in  the  adjacent  table.  For  all  of  the 
counties  in  the  State,  property  tax  levies  made  up  25  percent  of  the 
total  receipts.  State  apportionments,  the  highway  tax  and  personal 
property  replacement,  together  accounted  for  44  percent  of  the  total 
annual  receipts  gathered  by  the  counties  in  the  State.  Federal  agencies 
contributed  11  percent  of  the  total  receipts  received.  Transfers  from 
other  funds  and  the  oil  and  gas  production  taxes  were  minor  sources  of 
revenue  in  most  counties.  Together  they  were  the  source  of  only  two 
percent  of  the  Statewide  total  county  road  receipts. 

Other  sources  of  revenue  collectively  constituted  14  percent  of 
the  Statewide  county  totals.  These  sources  include  federal  revenue 
sharing  (five  percent),  land  rentals,  reimbursements  for  road  work  done 
by  the  county  for  townships  and  cities  and  similar  programs. 


Data  Source:  Planning  and  Research  Division,  North  Dakota  State  Highway 
Department,  North  Dakota  Highway  Statistics  -  1974. 
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County  Road  Receipts 

State  Apportionments 
Property    Highway     Personal     Federal     Total 
Tax       Tax     Property  Rep.  Agencies   Receipts 


REGION  1 

Divide  $80,175         $104,857  $15,465  $99,661         $459,684 

McKenzie  47,972  132,773  15,264  3,099  370,365 

Williams  13,873  356,299  2,674  148,976  726,675 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

Burke 

Mc Henry 

Mountrail 

Pierce 

Renville 

Ward 

REGION  7 
Burleigh 
Emmons 
Grant 
Kidder 
McLean 
Mercer 
Morton 
01 iver 
Sheridan 
Sioux 

REGION  3 
Adams 
Billings 
Bowman 
Dunn 

Golden  Valley 
Hettinger 
Slope 
Stark 


$80,175 

$104,857 

$15,465 

47,972 

132,773 

15,264 

13,873 

356,299 

2,674 

235,847 

203,453 

44,673 

70,247 

111,921 

14,953 

113,450 

197,282 

23,463 

91,732 

175,356 

17,412 

137,474 

131,792 

24,139 

66,428 

95,851 

13,307 

192,996 

773,289 

31,580 

251,990 

657,896 

55,985 

133,567 

136,495 

34,564 

108,539 

109,735 

28,454 

85,503 

87,547 

25,657 

173,513 

245,859 

41,177 

102,237 

130,224 

47,123 

465,970 

343,549 

81  ,850 

67,759 

45,434 

20,489 

49,154 

80,149 

13,641 

24,165 

41,493 

7,796 

94,090 

88,491 

18,015 

18,877 

25,611 

5,438 

32,512 

91,245 

7,291 

109,149 

96,005 

30,310 

8,593 

61,521 

2,373 

89,032 

119,421 

17,516 

16,401 

35,296 

3,593 

111,535 

306,535 

24,964 

112,752 

841,276 

46,390 

354,581 

107,567 

454,845 

57,950 

367,751 

86,053 

422,793 

65,036 

319,467 

186,070 

1,251,452 

195,553 

1,307,249 

2,018 

337,228 

16,488 

1,518,664 

44,481 

283,608 

16,526 

725,554 

33,896 

343,274 

138,319 

1,038,531 

7,364 

149,950 

100 

146,545 

--- 

82,322 

10,552 

233,933 

6,001 

137,285 

35,473 

197,665 

1,140 

268,627 

8,474 

105,081 

484 

276,605 

— 

115,783 

30,553 

552,164 
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Vehicle  Registration:  1973 


County  registration  totals  for  five  types  of  vehicles  (passenger 
cars,  trucks,  farm  trucks,  mobile  homes,  and  snowmobiles)  are  shown  in 
the  table.  These  are  1973  registration  figures. 

Registration  totals  of  the  vehicles  that  are  not  itemized  in  the 
table  are  available  in  the  data  source.  These  vehicles  include  official 
vehicles,  house-cars,  motorcycles,  commercial  and  travel  trailers,  and 
so  on.  More  than  one-half  of  all  of  the  State's  vehicle  registration 
was  for  the  passenger  car  type.  The  other  types  shown  in  the  table  are 
included  for  reference  purposes  and  as  potential  variables  in  examining 
numbers  per  thousand  residents  or  similar  analytical  modes. 


Data  Source:  Planning  and  Research  Division,  North  Dakota  State  Highway 
Department,  North  Dakota  Highway  Statistics  -  1974. 
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Vehicle  Registration 


Passenger 

Farm 

Mobile 

Snow- 

Total 

Cars 

Trucks 

Trucks 

Homes 

Mobiles 

Reg. 

REGION  1 

Divide 

2,158 

1,687 

446 

— 

104 

4,660 

McKenzie 

2,676 

2,348 

525 

5 

107 

6,025 

Will iams 

9,494 

5,325 

932 

25 

420 

17,714 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

4,510 

3,246 

586 

4 

621 

9,510 

Burke 

2,265 

1,894 

300 

5 

166 

4,987 

McHenry 

4,076 

2,946 

483 

13 

268 

8,303 

Mountrail 

3,855 

2,938 

568 

14 

182 

8,073 

Pierce 

3,175 

2,038 

373 

4 

198 

6,090 

Renville 

1,968 

1,650 

290 

8 

180 

4,372 

Ward 

25,617 

9,459 

871 

36 

1,152 

40,982 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

22,379 

6,976 

346 

40 

591 

34,681 

Emmons 

3,051 

2,266 

326 

9 

147 

6,149 

Grant 

2,197 

1,975 

262 

1 

37 

4,752 

Kidder 

1,870 

1,512 

204 

4 

67 

3,901 

McLean 

5,438 

4,035 

631 

24 

360 

11,277 

Mercer 

3,065 

2,072 

220 

2 

230 

6,125 

Morton 

9,411 

4,937 

382 

24 

336 

16,856 

Oliver 

890 

775 

96 

5 

69 

1,974 

Sheridan 

1,612 

1,321 

268 

2 

82 

3,488 

Sioux 

1,088 

728 

75 

2 

34 

2,037 

REGION  8 

Adams 

1,876 

1,571 

194 

3 

52 

4,012 

Billings 

422 

485 

72 

4 

5 

1,042 

Bowman 

2,061 

1,629 

213 

2 

61 

4,257 

Dunn 

1,873 

1,752 

216 

- 

63 

4,161 

Golden  Valley 

1,290 

1,134 

211 

2 

25 

2,814 

Hettinger 

2,484 

1,985 

394 

6 

70 

5,315 

Slope 

561 

703 

135 

- 

8 

1,479 

Stark 

8,913 

4,312 

375 

16 

260 

15,347 
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/  Y$lTaxation& Revenue 


Taxable  Valuations  and  Taxes  Levied:  1973 


Real  estate,  personal  property,  and  railroad  and  public  utility 
property  are  subject  to  the  general  property  tax.  The  first  column 
of  the  table  shows  the  total  1973  taxable  valuations  of  such  property  at 
50  percent  of  assessed  value.  Statewide,  89  percent  of  the  total  valuation 
was  in  real  estate.  (Real  estate  valuation  was  58  percent  for  lands  and 
42  percent  other  real  estate.)  Railroads  and  public  utilities  accounted 
for  more  than  10  percent  of  the  total  valuation  and  personal  property 
was  well  below  one  percent  of  the  total. 

The  second  column  shows  the  total  taxes  levied  on  general  property 
and  special  taxes  levied  by  the  State  and  localities  in  1973.  Less  than 
one  percent  of  the  total  is  State  tax.  The  remainder  is  city,  county, 
township,  school,  and  special  taxes.  Statewide,  cities  took  12.7  percent 
of  the  total,  counties  received  20.3  percent  of  the  total,  townships 
obtained  4.8  percent  of  the  total,  and  schools  received  57.5  percent  of 
the  total.  Special  taxes  constituted  the  remainder,  about  five  percent. 
These  percentages  would  vary  considerably  from  county  to  county.  Extent 
of  urbanization  would  be  a  key  factor  in  determining  the  proportions 
received  by  the  various  units  of  local  government  but  the  statewide  per- 
centages do  give  the  reader  a  reference  in  looking  at  particular  counties. 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  Tax  Department,  1974  Statistical  Report  - 
1973  Property  Taxes  Levied  and  1974  Property  Valuation, 
1974. 
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Taxable  Valuations  and  Taxes  Levied 


Taxable  Valuation  of  Property 

Subject  to  the  General 
Property  Tax 


Total  State  and  Local 
General  Property  & 
Special  Taxes 


REGION  1 

Divide 

McKenzie 

Williams 
REGION  2 

Bottineau 

Burke 

McHenry 

Mountrail 

Pierce 

Renville 

Ward 
REGION  7 

Burleigh 

Emmons 

Grant 

Kidder 

McLean 

Mercer 

Morton 

Oliver 

Sheridan 

Sioux 

REGION  8 
Adams 
Bil lings 
Bowman 
Dunn 

Golden  Valley 
Hettinger 
Slope 
Stark 


I   6,513,000 

8,290,000 

21,292,000 

12,769,000 
6,316,000 

10,467,000 
9,132,000 
7,863,000 
6,358,000 

41,660,000 

41,050,000 
7,251,000 
6,743,000 
6,030,000 

12,528,000 
6,314,000 

21,102,000 
3,414,000 
4,309,000 
1,887,000 

6,420,000 
2,550,000 
5,726,000 
6,633,000 
4,467,000 
7,222,000 
3,593,000 
16,258,000 


1,111,200 
1,009,500 
3,666,600 

2,031,600 
943,500 
1,581,500 
1,540,100 
1,269,600 
966,600 
7,790,000 

8,222,300 

1,062,500 
945,300 
835,300 

1,857,000 
918,300 

3,242,400 
471,500 
623,700 
255,200 

985,000 
236,300 
871,000 
857,100 
594,600 

1,003,600 
422,300 

2,598,200 
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City  and  County  Property  Taxes:  1973 

The  table  shows  the  total  1973  city  and  county  taxes  levied  in  each 
of  the  counties.  The  ratio  of  the  two  is  a  rough  indication  of  urban- 
ization or  proportion  of  the  population  living  in  cities.  For  example, 
Burleigh  County  taxes  equal  only  46  percent  of  the  city  taxes  levied  in 
the  county.  But  in  Slope  County  the  city  taxes  equal  only  2.3  percent 
of  the  county  taxes  levied. 

Listed  below  is  a  sample  of  the  many  programs  that  county  taxes 
support.  Many  counties  have  only  a  few  of  the  programs  and  the  source 
document  should  be  consulted  for  detailed  county  and  city  program  budget 
levels. 

General  Fund  Emergency 

Bond  Sinking  and  Interest  Fund  Health  District 

Veteran's  Service  Office  Mental  Health  and  Retardation 

County  Fair  Gopher  Extermination 

County  Agent  Debt  Retirement 

Matching  Federal  Funds  for  Extraordinary  Outlay 

Secondary  and  Farm  Roads  County  Hospital  Association 

Listed  below  is  a  sample  of  the  30  or  so  main  city  budgetary  items: 

General  Revenue  Police  Pensions 

Bond  Sinking  and  Interest  Fire  Pensions 

Airport  Cemetary 

Band  Public  Buildings 

Library  Service  Ambulance  Service 

Planning  Commission  Recreation  Center 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  Tax  Department,  1974  Statistical  Report  - 

1973  Property  Taxes  Levied  and  1974  Property  Valuation,  1 974 , 
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City  and  County  Property  Taxes  Levied 

Total  County  Total  City 

Taxes  Taxes 


REGION  1 

Divide  $256,800  $  47,900 

McKenzie  259,300  44,100 

Williams  862,000  521,900 
REGION  2 

Bottineau  448,600  85,300 

Burke  233,400  42,200 

McHenry  363,000  92,000 

Mountrail  398,900  130,400 

Pierce  371,200  85,000 

Renville  237,700  36,800 

Ward  1,128,900  1,593,600 
REGION  7 

Burleigh  942,300  2,029,200 

Emmons  282,600  61,300 

Grant  242,400  32,000 

Kidder  224,800  27,000 

McLean  545,000  101,600 

Mercer  249,400  93,100 

Morton  991,900  465,100 

Oliver  137,300 

Sheridan  153,800  21,700 

Sioux  86,900  7,800 

REGION  8 

Adams  315,200  58,200 

Billings  92,800  2,200 

Bowman  238,100  64,400 

Dunn  270,400  28,200 

Golden  Valley  134,900  28,400 

Hettinger  258,300  54,800 

Slope  110,000  2,500 

Stark  461,400  502,000 
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Sales  and  Sales  Taxes:  1974 


The  State  of  North  Dakota  is  heavily  dependent  upon  the  four  percent 
sales  tax  as  one  means  of  generating  revenue.  The  total  sales  within 
each  county  and  the  taxes  paid  in  each  county  are  displayed  in  the  table. 
Roughly  35  percent  of  the  1974  total  retail  sales  in  the  State  were 
taxable  under  the  sales  and  use  tax  statutues  of  the  State. 

Therefore,  the  taxes  paid  figure  is  four  percent  of  approximately 
35  percent  of  the  total  sales,  not  the  total  sales  figure  itself.  The 
proportion  of  taxable  sales  would  vary  somewhat  from  county  to  county 
but  35  percent  is  the  State's  overall  level. 

Details  of  the  sales  tax  situation  may  be  found  in  the  North  Dakota 
Tax  Department's  annual  (calendar  year)  Sales  and  Use  Tax  Statistical 
Report.  Breakdowns  by  SIC  code,  kind  of  business,  and  by  cities  are 
found  in  this  document,  along  with  the  county  figures. 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  Tax  Department,  North  Dakota  Sales  and  Use 
Tax  Statistical  Report  -  1974,  1975. 
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REGION  1 

Divide 

$16,299,900 

McKenzie 

21,812,710 

Will iams 

153,757,400 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

79,129,200 

Burke 

23,494,100 

McHenry 

41,038,700 

Mountrail 

34,539,200 

Pierce 

37,731,000 

Renville 

16,795,900 

Ward 

355,267,900 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

385,719,700 

Emmons 

18,381,100 

Grant 

11,720,800 

Kidder 

10,207,300 

McLean 

35,175,300 

Mercer 

34,576,500 

Morton 

98,616,900 

Oliver 

1,107,591 

Sheridan 

8,095,500 

Sioux 

2,529,300 

REGION  8 

Adams 

23,386,400 

Billings 

2,110,000 

Bowman 

27,679,400 

Dunn 

7,686,300 

Golden  Valley 

16,672,400 

Hettinger 

29,793,800 

Slope 

260,900 

Stark 

111,569,700 

Sales  and  Sales  Taxes 

Total  Sales  Taxes  Paid 


;  248,300 

354,800 

2,179,500 

780,600 
313,300 
463,800 
475,300 
552,200 
275,600 
1,517,400 

7,000 
363,800 
180,000 
182,400 
774,600 
734,200 
1,999,600 

18,017 
167,400 

17,700 

8,925,000 

1,307,400 

435,200 

161,300 

209,000 

437,600 

6,500 

1,977,500 
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Water  Facilities:  1974 


Charles  Fortney,  Mary  College,  Bismarck,  has  completed  a  study 
for  the  State  Planning  Division  which  examines  the  water  supply  situa- 
tion in  several  communities  in  western  North  Dakota.  The  communities 
selected  for  the  study  are  located  near  proposed  coal  development 
facilities  in  the  Mercer-Oliver  county  area. 

Situation  reports  on  waste  management  facilities  in  North  Dakota 
communities  are  also  available  from  the  State  Planning  Division  staff. 
For  example,  lagoon  facilities  are  listed  by  community  with  acreages 
(primary  and  secondary)  and  aeration  status  included. 

Division  of  Water  Supply  and  Pollution  Control,  North  Dakota  State 
Department  of  Health,  has  published  a  report,  authored  by  Frank  Beaver,  Jr. 
and  entitled  Missouri  River  Basin,  North  Dakota,  Water  Quality,  Management 
Plan,  which  briefly  describes  the  water  treatment  facilities  in  the  area 
included  in  the  Missouri  Basin. 

This  report,  along  with  the  Fortney  study  and  facilities  listing,  are 
not  amendable  to  placement  in  a  county-by-county  format  and/or  does  not 
coincide  with  the  28  county  area  boundary  that  the  present  effort  includes. 
Detailed  information  should  be  obtained  from  the  primary  sources  named. 
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Churches:  1974 


The  North  Dakota  Conference  of  Churches  has  published  a  1974  Directory 
of  Churches  in  North  Dakota.  Fifty-one  denominations  are  included.  Each 
church  listed  has  provided  information  on  its  denominational  affiliation, 
the  name  of  its  minister,  priest,  or  rabbi,  mailing  address,  and  telephone 
number.  Copies  of  the  directory  are  available  from  the  North  Dakota  Con- 
ference of  Churches  Office,  202^  N.  Third  Street,  Bismarck,  North  Dakota 
58501,  at  a  cost  of  five  dollars  per  copy. 
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Newspapers:  1973 


Listed  below  are  the  official  newspapers  of  western  North  Dakota: 


Data  Source:  Secretary  of  State,  State  of  North  Dakota,  Directory-Officials, 
Boards,  Institutions,  1973. 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

REGION  1 
Divide 

McKenzie 
Will iams 

REGION  2 
Bottineau 
Burke 
Mc Henry 
Mountrail 
Pierce 
Renville 
Ward 

REGION  7 
Burleigh 
Emmons 
Grant 
Kidder 
McLean 
Mercer 
Morton 
01 iver 
Sheridan 
Sioux 

REGION  8 
Adams 
Bill ings 
Bowman 
Dunn 

Golden  Valley 
Hettinger 
Slope 
Stark 


Newspaper 


Divide  County  Journal 
McKenzie  County  Farmer 
Williston  Plains  Reporter 

Bottineau  Courant 
Burke  County  Tribune 
Mouse  River  Farmers  Press 
Mountrail  County  Promoter 
Pierce  County  Tribune 
Renville  County  Farmer 
The  Minot  Daily  News 

Bismarck  Tribune 
Emmons  County  Record 
Carson  Press 
Steele  Ozone  Press 
McLean  County  Independent 
Hazen  Star 
Morning  Pioneer 
Center  Republ ican 
McClusky  Gazette 
Sel fridge  Journal 

Adams  County  Record 
Billings  County  Pioneer 
Bowman  County  Pioneer 
The  Killdeer  Herald 
Golden  Valley  News 
Mott  Pioneer  Press 
The  Slope  Messenger 
The  Dickinson  Press 


Location 


Crosby 

Watford  City 
.Williston 

Bottineau 

Bowbells 

Towner 

Stanley 

Rugby 

Mohall 

Minot 

Bismarck 

Linton 

Carson 

Steele 

Garrison 

Hazen 

Mandan 

Center 

McClusky 

Sel fridge 

Hettinger 

Beach 

Bowman 

Killdeer 

Beach 

Mott 

New  England 

Dickinson 
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Bank  Deposits:  1968,  1970,  1972 


The  table  shows  the  level  of  bank  deposits  identified  by  the  Federal 
Reserve  Bank  of  Minneapolis  in  the  28  county  area  on  June  30  of  1968, 
1970,  and  1972.  Each  of  the  regions  showed  steady  growth  in  deposits  dur- 
ing the  period.  Region  7  had  the  greatest  dollar  value  of  deposits  in 
1972  and  was  followed  in  order  by  Region  2,  Region  8  and  Region  1. 

Region's  7  position  is  enhanced  by  the  \/ery   high  levels  in  Burleigh 
County.  This  single  county  had  deposits  in  1972  which  exceeded  each  of 
the  other  regions.  The  level  was  more  than  twice  as  high  as  Ward  County 
which  on  July  1,  1973,  had  almost  20,000  more  residents  than  Burleigh 
County. 

A  second  matter  of  interest  is  western  North  Dakota's  share  of  the 
Statewide  deposits.  In  1968  the  western  county  banks  had  45.8  percent 
of  the  State  total.  This  decreased  to  45.6  percent  in  1970,  but  grew  to 
51.2  percent  in  1972.  This  change  may  reflect  crop  yields,  prices,  or 
related  factors  that  change  from  year  to  year. 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  Business  and  Industrial  Development  Department, 
North  Dakota  Growth  Indicators,  1974. 
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Bank  Deposits 
(in  $l,000's) 

1968  1970  1972 


NORTH  DAKOTA 


REGION  1 

Divide  7,773 

McKenzie  7,188 

Williams  45,426 
REGION  2 

Bottineau  13,684 

Burke  6,580 

McHenry  10,143 

Mountrail  13,407 

Pierce  13,481 

Renville  2,779 

Ward  93,291 

REGION  7 

Burleigh  180,602 

Emmons  13,087 
Grant  6,389 

Kidder  7,534 

McLean  15,593 
Mercer  8,958 

Morton  31  ,729 
Oliver  —  —  — 

Sheridan  4,649  6,039  7,430 

Sioux  —  —  — 

REGION  8 
Adams  8,027  8,884  10,326 

Billings  —  —  — 

Bowman  12,206  14,255  17,572 

Dunn  5,393  6,228  6,634 

Golden  Valley  6,869  7,588  9,715 

Hettinger  9,358  10,918  11,799 

Slope  —  —  — 

Stark  43,807  49,642  55,271 


8,600 

9,749 

8,027 

9,343 

49,323 

54,516 

16,189 

21,137 

8,066 

9,820 

11,355 

13,580 

16,048 

19,223 

17,391 

22,153 

2,982 

3,514 

105,220 

134,011 

206,124 

276,183 

15,979 

18,946 

8,052 

9,443 

9,569 

11,215 

19,084 

23,532 

11,383 

14,193 

38,528 

46,543 
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Airline  Travel :  1968  -  1973 

There  are  three  airports  served  by  major  commercial  carriers  in 
western  North  Dakota.  They  are  located  at  Bismarck,  Minot,  and  Willi ston . 
The  table  shows  the  total  number  of  arrivals  and  departures  at  each  of 
these  facilities  for  the  years  1968  -  1973. 

The  Bismarck  airport,  the  most  active  in  the  region,  showed  increases 
from  each  year  to  the  next  during  the  period.  Minot  traffic  was  less 
consistent  but  the  1968  -  1973  growth  was  even  greater  than  Bismarck's. 
Willi ston 's  terminal  fell  from  12,000  passengers  served  in  1968  to  5,000 
in  1973. 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  State  Aeronautics  Commission,  North  Dakota 

State  Airport  System  Plan  -  Aviation  Forecasts  1980,  1985, 
1995,  1974. 


Note:  Detailed  information  on  private  and  municipal  airports  in  North 
Dakota  is  available  from  the  North  Dakota  State  Aeronautics 
Commission,  Box  U,  Bismarck,  58501.  Information  on  runway  layouts 
and  surfacing,  exact  location,  lighting,  hangar  facilities,  and 
so  on  is  included. 
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Air  Transportation  Schedules:  1974 


Airline  schedules  at  the  three  airports  served  by  major  carriers 
are  displayed  in  the  table  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  reader  a  general 
idea  of  the  services  available.  The  services  and  timetables  change 
periodically.  Therefore,  it  is  not  advisable  for  these  schedules  to  be 
used  in  planning  travel. 

Bismarck  in  November,  1974,  was  served  by  three  cariers:  Northwest 
Orient,  North  Central,  and  Frontier.  Two  of  these  airlines,  Frontier 
and  North  Central,  had  flights  into  and  out  of  Minot.  Williston  was 
served  by  Frontier  alone. 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  State  Aeronautics  Commission,  North  Dakota 
State  Airport  System  Plan  -  Aviation  Forecasts  -  1980, 
1985,  1995,  1974. 
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Scheduled  Air  Carrier  Service 
November,  1974 


Bismarck 

Carrier 

Fit 

City  From 

Arrive 

Depart 

To  City 

Equipment 
Type 

FL 

91 

... 

... 

6:12 

a 

Rapid  City 

737-200 

NC 

740 

Mi  not 

6:29  a 

6:37 

a 

Aberdeen 

CV-580 

NW 

702 

... 

7:05 

a 

Jamestown 

727-200 

NW 

105 

Fargo 

8:52  a 

9:15 

a 

Billings 

727-200 

NC 

741 

Aberdeen 

12:45  p 

12:55 

P 

Minot 

CV-580 

NW 

68 

Bill ings 

2:34  p 

3:00 

P 

Minneapol is 

727-200 

FL 

94 

Denver 

2:36  p 

2:55 

P 

Winnipeg 

737-200 

NW 

109 

Jamestown 

3:15  p 

3:40 

P 

Billings 

727-200 

NC 

744 

Mi  not 

4:34  p 

4:45 

P 

Aberdeen 

CV-580 

FL 

99 

Winnipeg 

4:58  p 

5:18 

P 

Denver 

737-200 

NW 

369 

Minneapolis 

8:14  p 

8:40 

P 

Billings 

727-200 

NW 

85 

Fargo 

10:07  p 

-- 

-- 

727-200 

NC 

743 

Aberdeen 

10:13  p 

10:21 

P 

Minot 

CV-580 

NW 

40 

Bill ings 

10:54  p 

11:15 

P 

Minneapolis 

B-727 

FL 

96 

Rapid  City 

1 1  : 08  p 

— 

— 

737-200 

Mi  not 

NC 

740 

-- 

-- 

6:00 

a 

Bismarck 

737-200 

NC 

72 

-- 

— 

6:20 

a 

Grand  Forks 

DC-9 

FL 

71 

Winnipeg 

8:27  a 

8:43 

a 

Denver 

737-200 

NC 

741 

Bismarck 

1:25  p 

— 

-- 

CV-580 

NC 

75 

Grand  Forks 

2:02  p 

— 

— 

DC-9 

FL 

222 

Will iston 

2:11  p 

-- 

-- 

DTO 

NC 

78 

— 

— 

2:45 

P 

Grand  Forks 

DC-9 

FL 

92 

Rapid  City 

4:21  p 

— 

-- 

737-200 

NC 

744 

-- 

— 

4:05 

P 

Bismarck 

CV-580 

FL 

223 

-- 

-- 

5:00 

P 

Will iston 

DTO 

NC 

77 

Grand  Forks 

8:50  p 

— 

— 

DC-9 

NC 

743 

Bismarck 

10:51  p 

-- 

-- 

CV-580 

Will iston 

FL 

220 

Sidney 

11:16  a 

-- 

— 

DTO 

FL 

221 

-- 

-- 

11:46 

a 

Sidney 

DTO 

FL 

222 

Wolf  Point 

1:16  p 

1:31 

P 

Minot 

DTO 

FL 

223 

Mi  not 

5:44  p 

5:59 

P 

Wolf  Point 

DTO 
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Housing 


HOUSING 


Housing  Units:  1970  171 

Persons  Per  Housing  Unit:  1970  173 

Number  of  Rooms  in  Housing:  1970  175 

Housing  Quality  Indicators:  1970  177 


Housing  Units:  1970 

As  a  reference,  the  total  number  of  year-around  housing  units 
of  all  types  is  presented  in  the  table  on  a  county  basis.  This  total 
includes  urban,  rural  farm,  and  rural  non-farm  units  regardless  of 
occupancy  and  ownership  status  on  the  date  of  the  1970  census  of  housing. 
It  is  clear  that  the  number  of  units  in  the  counties  are  roughly  consist- 
ent with  the  number  of  residents.  The  relationship  is  not  exact,  however, 
as  the  number  of  persons  per  unit  vary  considerably  from  county  to  county. 
Size  of  families,  urbanity,  affluence,  and  similar  factors  are  the  sources 
of  this  variation. 

Also  displayed  is  the  number  of  units  vacant  on  a  seasonal  or  migra- 
tory basis.  An  assessment  of  housing  should  not  include  these  units  as 
part  of  the  year-around  pool  of  units.  The  majority  of  such  units  are 
in  rural  areas  as  well. 


Data  Source:  USCD,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  Census  of  Housing:  Housing 
Characteristics  for  States,  Cities,  and  Counties,  Part  36  - 
North  Dakota,  1972. 
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Housing  Units 

Total 

REGION  1 

Divide 

1,667 

McKenzie 

2,227 

Will iams 

6,780 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

4,019 

Burke 

1,813 

Mc Henry 

3,223 

Mountrail 

3,176 

Pierce 

2,076 

Renville 

1,395 

Ward 

17,402 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

12,983 

Emmons 

2,167 

Grant 

1,649 

Kidder 

1,505 

McLean 

4,282 

Mercer 

2,253 

Morton 

6,317 

Oliver 

767 

Sheridan 

1,202 

Sioux 

943 

REGION  8 

Adams 

1,317 

Billings 

382 

Bowman 

1,365 

Dunn 

1,605 

Golden  Valley 

915 

Hettinger 

1,579 

Slope 

478 

Stark 

5,747 

Vacant  -  Seasonal 
or  Migratory  Units 


24 

94 

233 

747 

54 
104 
30 
72 
41 

19 

24 

5 

365 

92 

26 

24 


4 
21 

38 

4 


11 
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Persons  Per  Housing  Unit:  1970 


The  first  column  in  the  table  shows  that  there  is  substantial 
variation  between  counties  in  the  median  number  of  persons  in  all 
occupied  units.  Sioux  County  (Region  7)  and  Slope  County  (Region  8) 
have  3.9  and  3.6  median  persons  per  unit  respectively.  In  both  of  these 
counties,  the  median  number  in  owner-occupied  units  is  4.0  or  higher. 
This  contrasts  with  counties  such  as  Billings  (Region  8),  Burke  (Region  2) 
and  others  with  only  2.5  or  so  persons  per  unit.  The  most  heavily  pop- 
ulated counties  in  western  North  Dakota,  Ward  and  Burleigh,  lie  between 
these  two  extremes. 

Renter-occupied  housing  units  generally  have  slightly  fewer  persons 
in  residences  than  owner-occupied  units.  Rent  housing,  which  includes 
apartments,  is  usually  less  spacious  overall  and  typically  attracts 
families  at  earlier  stages  in  the  family- life  cycle  than  resident  owned 
housing.  The  table  shows  that  in  most  western  North  Dakota  counties  this 
generalization  is  supported. 


Data  Source:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  Census  of  Housing: 

Housing  Characteristics  for  States,  Cities,  and  Counties, 
Part  36  -  North  Dakota,  1972. 
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Persons  Per  Housing  Unit 


Median  No. 

Persons  -  i 

Occupied  Un 

of 
all 
its 

Median  No.  of 
Persons  -  Owner 
Occupied  Units 

REGION  1 

Divide 

2.5 

2.7 

McKenzie 

3.0 

3.0 

Williams 

2.8 

3.0 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

2.6 

2.5 

Burke 

2.5 

2.5 

McHenry 

2.7 

2.8 

Mountrail 

2.7 

2.7 

Pierce 

2.7 

2.9 

Renville 

2.6 

2.5 

Ward 

3.0 

3.1 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

2.9 

3.4 

Emmons 

3.1 

3.1 

Grant 

2.9 

2.9 

Kidder 

3.0 

3.0 

McLean 

2.7 

2.5 

Mercer 

2.7 

2.7 

Morton 

3.0 

3.2 

Oliver 

3.3 

3.2 

Sheridan 

2.7 

2.5 

Sioux 

3.9 

4.3 

REGION  8 

Adams 
1 

Billings 

2.6 
2.4 

2.7 
2.4 

Bowman 

2.7 

2.6 

Dunn 

3.1 

3.1 

Golden  Valley 

2.6 

2.7 

Hettinger 

2.8 

2.8 

Slope 

3.6 

4.0 

Stark 

2.9 

3.4 

Median  No.  of 
Persons  -  Renter 
Occupied  Units 


2.3 
3.1 
2.5 

3.0 
2.4 
2.3 
2.9 
2.2 
3.2 
2.8 

2.1 
3.4 
3.0 
2.5 
3.7 
2.8 
2.4 
3.9 
3.8 
3.2 

2.3 
2.4 
3.0 
3.3 
2.7 
2.8 
2.3 
2.2 
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Number  of  Rooms  in  Housing:  1970 

Another  factor  in  considering  the  housing  situation  in  any  particular 
area  is  the  size  of  the  units.  The  table  shows  the  median  number  of  rooms 
in  all  units,  regardless  of  occupancy  status,  and  the  medians  for  owner- 
occupied  and  renter -occupied  units. 

For  all  units,  the  variation  between  counties  is  not  great.  It  should 
be  noted,  however,  that  Sioux  County,  which  has  been  shown  to  have  a  large 
number  of  persons  per  unit  has  the  smallest  scale  median  unit  as  well. 
This  is  a  rough  indication  of  over-crowding.  Slope  County,  in  contrast, 
had  a  large  number  of  persons  per  unit  but  this  table  shows  the  units  to  be 
the  largest,  countywide,  in  western  North  Dakota. 

Slope  County  owner -occupied  units  are  considerably  larger,  in  terms  of 
number  of  rooms,  than  any  of  the  other  counties.  Burleigh  and  Stark  renter- 
occupied  units  are  relatively  small  but  this  is  likely  due  to  the  presence 
of  large  number  of  apartments  in  these  counties  and  particularly  their  major 
cities,  Bismarck  and  Dickinson. 


Data  Source:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  Census  of  Housing:  Housing 
Characteristics  for  States,  Cities,  and  Counties,  Part  36  - 
North  Dakota,  1972. 
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Size  of  Housing  Units 


Median  No.  of 

Rooms 
All  Units 

Median  No.  of 
Rooms  -  Owner 
Occupied  Units 

Median  No.  of 
Rooms  -  Renter 
Occupied  Units 

REGION  1 

Divide 

5.3 

5.6 

5.0 

McKenzie 

4.8 

5.1 

4.5 

Will  iams 

4.7 

5.1 

4.0 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

5.4 

5.6 

4.8 

Burke 

5.2 

5.4 

4.4 

McHenry 

5.4 

5.6 

4.6 

Mountrail 

4.8 

5.0 

4.5 

Pierce 

5.3 

5.4 

4.7 

Renville 

5.3 

5.6 

4.9 

Ward 

5.0 

5.2 

4.6 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

4.7 

5.3 

3.7 

Emmons 

5.4 

5.6 

5.0 

Grant 

5.2 

5.3 

5.1 

Kidder 

5.2 

5.3 

4.9 

McLean 

5.0 

5.3 

4.8 

Mercer 

4.9 

4.9 

5.0 

Morton 

4.9 

5.3 

3.9 

01 iver 

5.2 

5.4 

4.5 

Sheridan 

5.3 

5.3 

5.4 

Sioux 

4.0 

4.3 

4.0 

REGION  8 

Adams 

5.1 

5.4 

4.2 

Billings 

4.8 

4.9 

4.3 

Bowman 

5.3 

5.6 

4.4 

Dunn 

5.1 

5.5 

4.5 

Golden  Valley 

5.3 

5.6 

4.4 

Hettinger 

5.3 

5.5 

4.6 

Slope 

5.8 

6.4 

5.1 

Stark 

4.7 

5.2 

3.7 
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Housing  Quality  Indicators:  1970 

Two  very   rough,  but  available,  guides  to  quality  of  housing  are  the 
date  of  construction  and  the  presence  of  plumbing  facilities.  The  table 
displays  information  from  the  latest  housing  census  that  has  been  put  into 
percentage  form. 

The  first  column  shows  the  percentage  of  all  units  that  were  constructed 
prior  to  1939.  These  figures  are  rather  high  in  most  of  the  counties  be- 
cause high  out-migration  rates  have  necessitated  little  new  construction 
during  the  past  few  decades.  In  the  more  heavily  populated  counties,  Ward, 
Stark,  and  Burleigh,  the  levels  are  lower  because  of  the  differences  in 
demand  for  new  housing  in  their  principal  cities.  It  is  assumed  that  older 
houses  have  fewer  conveniences  and  would  likely  be  in  a  state  of  deteriora- 
tion without  systematic  maintenance. 

The  second  column  displays  the  percent  of  units  that  lack  some  or  all 
plumbing  facilities.  There  is  much  variation  from  county  to  county  on 
this  variable.  The  counties  with  urbanized  areas  within  them  tend  to  have 
fewer  units  backing  plumbing  facilities. 

Note  should  be  made  that  these  1970  figures  relate  to  all  units  and 
year  around  units.  Errors  in  interpretation  would  be  introduced  if  it  is 
assumed  that  all  of  these  units  were  occupied  at  the  time  of  the  census. 
In  western  North  Dakota,  many  farmsteads  are  vacant. 


Data  Source:  USDC,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  Census  of  Housing:  Housing 
Characteristics  for  States,  Cities,  and  Counties,  Part  36  - 
North  Dakota,  1972. 
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Housing  Qual ity 


REGION  1 

Divide 

McKenzie 

Will iams 
REGION  2 

Bottineau 

Burke 

McHenry 

Mountrail 

Pierce 

Renville 

Ward 

REGION  7 
Burleigh 
Emmons 
Grant 
Kidder 
McLean 
Mercer 
Morton 
01 iver 
Sheridan 
Sioux 

REGION  8 
Adams 
Bill ings 
Bowman 
Dunn 

Golden  Valley 
Hettinger 
Slope 
Stark 


Percent  of  All  Units 

Percent  of  Year  Around 

Built  Prior  To 

Units  Lacking  Some  or 

1939 

All  Plumbing  Facilities 

71.7 

18.9 

57.2 

17.3 

45.9 

11.7 

69.9 

23.4 

76.3 

22.9 

68.5 

21.6 

64.7 

24.6 

63.9 

14.4 

69.9 

17.7 

36.8 

6.3 

34.8 

6.1 

67.7 

15.4 

64.6 

16.6 

66.0 

22.2 

61.7 

18.4 

55.8 

15.3 

55.0 

8.3 

71.0 

20.4 

80.0 

27.2 

41.5 

37.3 

63.7 

10.8 

44.3 

19.9 

52.8 

8.7 

60.7 

26.4 

78.9 

14.1 

65.0 

4.8 

71.1 

22.3 

50.4 

9.7 
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LAND  USE 


Land  Area:  1967  179 

Major  Land  Uses:  1967  181 

Surface  Ownership:  1973  183 

Subsurface  Ownership:  1973  188 

Outdoor  Recreation  Facilities:  1974  193 

County  Planning  Commission  Chairmen:  1973       195 


Land  Area:  1967 


The  28  western  North  Dakota  counties  make  up  roughly  58  percent  of 
the  land  area  of  the  State.  According  to  Soil  Conservation  Service 
statistics,  the  total  land  area  of  the  region  is  about  25  million  acres. 

The  SCS  does  not  inventory  land  uses  in  urban  and  built  up  areas, 
small  water  areas,  and  federal  non-cropland  areas.  The  second  column 
of  the  table  displays  this  non-inventory  acreage  for  each  county.  The 
western  counties  have  approximately  72  percent  of  the  State's  acreage 
that  is  placed  in  this  category.  Much  of  this  total  is  in  the  form  of 
national  resource  lands,  national  grasslands,  water  development  projects, 
fish  and  wildlife  areas,  and  so  on. 


Data  Source:  USDA  Soil  Conservation  Service,  North  Dakota  Soil  and  Water 
Conservation  Needs  Inventory,  1970. 
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Land  Area  In  Acres 


Total  Land 
Area 

REGION  1 

Divide 

833,900 

McKenzie 

1,741,400 

Will iams 

1,300,400 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

1,087,300 

Burke 

717,400 

McHenry 

1,209,600 

Mountrail 

1,162,900 

Pierce 

673,900 

Renville 

576,600 

Ward 

1,310,700 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

1,054,700 

Emmons 

989,400 

Grant 

1,064,900 

Kidder 

881 ,300 

McLean 

1,337,600 

Mercer 

666,200 

Morton 

1,237,100 

01 iver 

460,800 

Sheridan 

636,800 

Sioux 

719,400 

REGION  8 

Adams 

633,600 

Bill ings 

728,900 

Bowman 

742,800 

Dunn 

1,277,400 

Golden  Valley 

648,900 

Hettinger 

726,400 

Slope 

784,600 

Stark 

843,500 

Non-Inventory 


Acreages 


1 


29,600 

536,400 

42,100 

55,800 
65,400 
76,600 
37,500 
30,328 
34,400 
84,900 

44,100 
69,500 
29,800 
23,000 
52,300 
35,200 
25,500 
10,000 
34,000 
21,200 

13,800 

347,800 
43,400 
28,800 

108,900 
15,500 

149,400 
32,900 


^Non-Inventory  acres  include:     Urban  and  builtup  Areas  -  Small   water  areas 

Federal   non-cropland 
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Major  Land  Uses:  1967 


The  SCS  categorizes  land  uses  into  five  major  inventory  cate- 
gories. These  are  cropland,  pasture,  range,  forest,  and  other 
land.  The  two  major  uses  of  land  in  western  North  Dakota  are 
cropland  and  range.  Approximately  86  percent  of  the  total  land 
area  of  the  region  is  devoted  to  these  two  uses. 

The  western  counties  have  about  49  percent  of  the  State's 
cropland,  42  percent  of  it  is  pasture,  83  percent  of  it  is  range, 
38  percent  of  it  is  forested  lands,  and  43  percent  of  it  is  other 
lands.  Considering  that  these  counties'  total  land  area  is  about 
58  percent  of  the  State's  total,  it  is  clear  that  there  is  pro- 
portionately much  more  range  in  the  west  than  the  rest  of  the 
State.  Each  of  the  other  uses  fall  below  the  levels  expected  if 
rationing  of  uses  in  the  west  was  the  same  as  in  the  east. 


Data  Source:  USDA  Soil  Conservation  Service,  North 
Dakota  Soil  and  Water  Conservation 
Needs  Inventory,  1970. 
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Cropland 


REGION  1 

Divide 

585,000 

McKenzie 

524,700 

Will iams 

805,600 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

849,600 

Burke 

483,600 

McHenry 

690,600 

Mountrail 

565,700 

Pierce 

487,200 

Renville 

454,900 

Ward 

849,700 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

536,200 

Emmons 

595,000 

Grant 

461,900 

Kidder 

454,600 

McLean 

847,700 

Mercer 

294,000 

Morton 

502,500 

Oliver 

192,300 

Sheridan 

350,500 

Sioux 

133,700 

REGION  8 

Adams 

354,500 

Bill ings 

112,700 

Bowman 

321,200 

Dunn 

423,400 

Golden  Valley 

231 ,600 

Hettinger 

490,800 

Slope 

299,200 

Stark 

507,600 

Major  Land  Uses  In  Acres 

Pasture    Range      Forest 


1  ,800 
31,600 


11,000 

192,500 

-- 

643,000 

35,300 

399,800 

10,100 

81 ,000 

12,500 

132,400 

30,900 

377,400 

7,300 

537,200 

28,000 

119,400 

14,800 

59,500 

5,100 

331,400 

40,500 

385,900 

10,200 

299,200 

29,400 

522,200 

81 ,800 

295,600 

32,400 

357,000 

4,200 

303,600 

16,900 

657,700 

16,400 

132,000 

11,900 

235,800 

29,300 

530,200 

14,100 

242,600 

... 

245,700 

30,400 

342,200 

38,400 

753,400 

20,900 

281,700 

35,800 

171,400 

23,900 

297,400 

19,100 

265,500 

55,300 

1,400 

17,800 

300 

1,600 

400 

2,100 

13,800 
6,300 
5,400 
1,100 
25,400 
13,000 
6,500 
2,000 
1,000 
1,700 

1,200 

19,400 

1,800 

21,300 

300 

200 

6,100 

6,700 


Other  Land 


13,800 

5,700 

17,600 

35,600 
22,000 
16,300 
14,800 
7,400 
12,500 
37,500 

34,200 

9,300 

16,300 

25,100 

22,800 

16,200 

28,100 

8,200 

3,700 

3,300 

7,400 
3,300 
3,800 

12,200 
5,400 

12,700 
8,600 

11,700 
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Surface  Ownership:  1973 


The  following  tables  display  the  surface  ownership  patterns  in 
each  of  the  counties  by  region.  Also  included  is  the  percentages  of  the 
four  major  groupings,  as  well  as  the  different  federal  agencies. 

The  surface  ownership  in  the  region  is  predominately  in  private 
ownership.  McKenzie  County  (Region  1),  Billings  County  (Region  8),  and 
Sioux  County  (Region  7),  are  the  only  three  counties  of  the  28  counties 
with  less  than  60  percent  of  the  total  acreages  in  private  ownership.  The 
lowest  of  these,  Billings  County,  has  50  percent  of  its  land  in  private 
ownership.  So  it  is  clear  that  by  and  large  the  federal  government  has 
not  held  or  acquired  large  parcels  of  land  in  almost  all  of  the  western 
North  Dakota  counties. 


Data  Source:  USDI  Northern  Great  Plains  Resource  Program:  Surface 

Resources  Work  Group,  Land  Resources  Subgroup  Report,  1973. 
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Subsurface  Ownership:  1973 


The  patterns  of  subsurface  ownership  in  western  North  Dakota  differs 
considerably  from  surface  ownership.  Much  of  the  land  was  homesteaded 
relatively  late  and  after  1914  the  federal  government  retained  mineral 
rights  to  much  of  the  property  up  for  private  acquisition. 

The  percentages  of  subsurface  in  private  ownership  are  therefore 
considerably  lower  than  surface  proportions.  For  example,  in  Golden  Valley 
County,  the  federal  agencies  control  only  15  percent  of  the  surface  but 
maintain  ownership  of  47  percent  of  the  subsurface.  Railroad  grants  are 
also  prominent  factors  in  western  North  Dakota.  The  railroads  retained 
subsurface  rights  on  much  of  their  property  even  though  the  surface  was 
sold  to  settlers. 


Data  Source:  USDI  Northern  Great  Plains  Resources  Program:  Surface 

Resources  Work  Group,  Land  Resources  Subgroup  Report,  1973, 
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Outdoor  Recreation  Facilities:  1974 


Western  North  Dakota  recreational  locations  serve  as  primary 
recreation  destinations  and  as  en  route  facilities  for  residents  and 
non-residents  alike.  The  table  shows  the  camping  facilities,  both 
public  and  private,  in  each  county.  The  total  number  of  acres,  tent 
sites,  and  trailer  sites  are  included. 

Also  displayed  are  the  boating  acres,  hunting  acres,  and  fishing 
acres  within  each  county.  The  boating  acreages  are  limited  to  bodies 
of  water  exceeding  50  acres  in  size  and  with  ramp  facilities.  The  hunt- 
ing acreages  are  mostly  public  lands  upon  which  hunting  is  allowed. 
This  estimate  would  be  far  below  the  actual  amount  of  land  available  to 
hunters,  however,  if  private  lands'  opportunities  are  included. 

The  final  column  shows  the  fishing  acreage  total  within  each  county. 
This  is  in  reference  to  bodies  of  water  exceeding  50  acres  in  size  and 
therefore  would  also  be  a  low  estimate  of  the  total  recreational  fishing 
opportunities  available  in  the  western  part  of  the  State. 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  State  Outdoor  Recreation  Agency,  1974  Inventory 
of  North  Dakota  Outdoor  Recreation  Facil ities,  1974. 
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Recreation  Facilities 


Acres 

Tent 
Sites 

Trailer 
Sites 

Boating 
Acres! 

Hunting 
Acres' 

Fishing 
Acres* 

REGION  1 

Divide 

1 

1 

1 

40 

10,460 

52 

McKenzie 

258 

78 

135 

37,555 

508,904 

37,682 

Will iams 

53 

128 

119 

28,370 

6,045 

28,704 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

181 

131 

149 

1,872 

2,834 

2,779 

Burke 

9 

4 

23 

436 

3,466 

476 

McHenry 

57 

29 

25 

2,788 

7,972 

3,149 

Mountrail 

44 

17 

97 

67,231 

11,732 

68,251 

Pierce 

3 

25 

35 

775 

4,887 

893 

Renville 

- 

- 

- 

8,152 

232 

8,152 

Ward 

38 

89 

121 

2,223 

4,658 

2,370 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

38 

25 

123 

8,367 

5,658 

8,433 

Emmons 

117 

103 

62 

27,770 

14,646 

27,916 

Grant 

41 

12 

10 

5,202 

8,364 

5,261 

Kidder 

21 

80 

45 

2,112 

10,155 

2,152 

McLean 

64 

65 

100 

64,195 

25,545 

65,413 

Mercer 

344 

- 

141 

27,034 

2,720 

27,187 

Morton 

30 

115 

158 

13,094 

8,194 

13,328 

Oliver 

2 

- 

3 

3,171 

395 

3,722 

Sheridan 

- 

- 

- 

— 

7,016 

— 

Sioux 

- 

- 

- 

— 

7,016 

— 

REGION  8 

Adams 

6 

2 

14 

118 

117 

142 

Billings 

83 

137 

246 

-- 

290,666 

— 

Bowman 

20 

- 

55 

1,922 

32,803 

1,990 

Dunn 

182 

- 

105 

29,021 

22,560 

40,898 

Golden  Valley 

35 

- 

37 

105 

99,020 

151 

Hettinger 

- 

- 

- 

-- 

— 

190 

Slope 

3 

- 

8 

200 

139,335 

394 

Stark 

111 

110 

168 

849 

-- 

914 

^Bodies  of  water  exceeding  50  acres  and  with  ramp  facilities 
^Primarily  but  not  exclusively  public  lands  with  hunting  allowed 
•^Bodies  of  water  exceeding  50  acres 
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County  Planning  Commission  Chairmen:  1973 


Listed  are  the  names  and  locations  of  county  planning  commission 
chairmen  in  western  North  Dakota.  The  composition  of  this  group  would 
vary  from  year  to  year  but  as  a  reference  source,  it  should  remain  use- 
ful for  some  time. 


Data  Source:  North  Dakota  State  Planning  Division,  Directory,  1973. 

Note:  The  Directory  also  lists  the  members  and  officers  of  the  Resource 
Conservation  and  Development  Councils,  City  Planning  Commissions, 
Multi -County  Housing,  Authorities,  County  Housing  Authorities,  City 
Housing  Authorities,  City  Urban  Renewal  Agencies. 
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NORTH  DAKOTA 

REGION  1 

Divide 

Del  Ekness 

McKenzie 

Donald  Lund 

Will iams 

Carl  Haugen 

REGION  2 

Bottineau 

Will iam  Newman 

Burke 

Joe  Busch 

McHenry 



Mountrail 

Robert  Andes 

Pierce 

Nick  Axtmann 

Renville 

Rodney  Marr 

Ward 

C.  W.  Baker 

REGION  7 

Burleigh 

Pete  Volk 

Emmons 

Robert  Gaukler 

Grant 

Ben  Roth 

Kidder 

Alfred  Riskeldahl 

McLean 

Earl  Chase 

Mercer 

Robert  Stroup 

Morton' 

Roy  0.  Young 

Oliver 

Sheridan 

Laurence  Thiel 

Sioux 

Harry  Fast  Horse 

REGION  8 

Adams 

Norval  Fordahl 

Billings 

William  Palanuk 

Bowman 

Alvin  Farstveet 

Dunn 

George  Ferbee 

Golden  Valley 

Max  Northrop 

Hettinger 

E.  W.  Col  grove 

Slope 

Merle  Hayden 

Stark 

George  McKenzie 

County  Planning  Commission  Chairmen:  1973 
Chairman  Location 


Crosby 

Keene 

Buford 

Bottineau 
Lignite 

Parshall 
Orrin 
Mohall 
Minot 

Bismarck 

Linton 

Elgin 

Steele 

Washburn 

Hazen 

Mandan 

McClusky 
Cannonball 

Hettinger 

Fairfield 

Bowman 

Hoi  1 iday 

Beach 

New  England 

New  England 

Dickinson 
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CULTURAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Historical  Ethnic  Settlement  Patterns:  1970 

(with  map)  197 

Place  Preferences  199 

The  Idea  of  North  Dakota  200 

North  Dakota  History:  Information  Sources   207 
Additional  Maps  (three  map  inserts)        208 


Historical  Ethnic  Settlement  Patterns:  1910 


The  map  shows  the  major  foreign  white  stock  in  North  Dakota 
in  1910.  It  shows  that  Norwegians  were  the  major  settlers  of  the 
Red  River  area  in  the  east  and  in  the  northwestern  counties. 
Canadian-born  residents  were  prominent  in  the  northeast  counties 
and  Austrians  were  located  in  a  three-county  pocket  on  the  western 
border  of  the  State. 

The  south  and  central  counties  of  the  State  had  German-Russians 
as  the  major  ethnic  group  in  1910.  North  Dakota  at  that  time  was 
largely  inhabited  by  northern  and  central  European  families.  This 
pattern  remains  evident,  after  several  generations  today. 
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Place  Preferences 


Peter  Gould  and  Rodney  White,  in  their  book,  Mental  Maps,  present 
research  findings  on  the  attractiveness  of  different  locations  in  the 
country  to  persons  residing  in  different  areas.  Included  are  findings 
based  on  the  preferences  of  North  Dakota  students. 

The  top  figure  on  the  opposite  page  should  be  interpreted  in  the 
following  way.  The  lines,  similar  to  familar  topographic  lines,  are 
composite  measures  of  the  expressed  preferences  of  the  North  Dakota 
students.  The  higher  the  number,  the  more  preferable  the  area  to  the 
North  Dakota  students. 

Going  from  west  to  east,  the  map  shows  that  the  Pacific  Coast  was 
yery   attractive  to  the  North  Dakotans.  This  rapidly  fell  to  a  low  in 
Nevada-Utah  but  Colorado  was  also  yery   attractive.  The  Deep  South  was 
rated  very   low  but  the  Midwest  and  Northeast  levels  are  similar  to 
those  found  for  North  Dakota  itself.  Eastern  North  Dakota  and  the 
northern  portions  of  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  and  Michigan  are  ranked  in 
the  70' s,  as  is  southern  Florida,  but  this  is  not  as  high  as  California, 
Oregon,  Washington,  and  Colorado. 

The  second  figure,  from  a  Minnesota  study,  is  included  for 
reference  purposes.  Like  the  North  Dakota  students,  these  students  were 
yery   positive  toward  California  and  Colorado.  They  differ,  however,  in 
that  they  rated  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  and  Michigan  very  attractive  as 
well . 

Gould  and  White  display  a  series  of  such  maps  created  through  the 
study  of  persons  living  in  California,  Pennsylvania,  and  Alabama,  as 
well  as  North  Dakota  and  Minnesota.  The  remarkable  aspect  of  the  North 
Dakota  findings  is  that  they  were  the  only  group  to  rate  outside  areas 
higher  than  their  home  state.  Gould  and  White  describe  these  findings 
in  the  following  way:  "While  it  conforms  in  many  ways  to  the  general 
Northern  type,  it  is  the  only  example  we  have  found  so  far  that  does 
not  possess  a  clear  local  dome  of  desirability."  (p.  102) 


Data  Source:  Peter  Gould  and  Rodney  White,  Mental  Maps,  1974. 

North  Dakota  map  taken  from:  B.  Goodey,  A  Pilot  Study 
of  the  Geographical  Perception  of  North  Dakota  Students, 
Department  of  Geography,  University  of  North  Dakota,  1968. 
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Mental  Map  from  .North  Dakota 


Mental  Map  from  Minnesota 


The  Idea  of  North  Dakota 


This  report  is  almost  entirely  composed  of  a  series  of  statis- 
tical summaries  and  data-laden  maps.  Such  information,  though 
certainly  useful  in  a  number  of  ways,  lacks  a  certain  humanistic 
dimension  and  inherently  says  little  about  the  character  of  a  place 
or  its  people. 

For  this  reason,  an  article  entitled  "The  Idea  of  North  Dakota," 
written  by  Wynona  Wilkins  for  the  Winter,  1971,  issue  of  North  Dakota 
Quarterly,  is  attached.  Footnotes  and  several  figures  that  comple- 
mented the  text  were  removed  for  reasons  of  publication.  Yet  the 
full  substance  of  her  thoughts,  it  is  hoped,  remains. 

Ms.  Wilkins1  commentary  is  by  no  means  a  portrayal  of  North 
Dakota  or  its  residents  in  a  one-dimensional,  boosteristic  manner. 
Rather,  it  focuses  on  the  stereotypes  of  North  Dakota.  It  is  not 
here  suggested  that  one  brief  article  represents  an  adequate  cover- 
age of  this  topic  or  the  many  others  that  might  have  been  included. 
However,  it  is  suggested  that  Ms.  Wilkins1  thoughts  will  be  useful 
to  the  reader  who  is  unfamiliar  with  the  State  to  better  understand 
it. 
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The  Idea  of  North  Dakota 
By  Wynona  H.  Wilkins 

To  an  outsider,  North  Dakota  has  always  been  a  mere  geographical  expression,  "a 
large  rectangular  blank  spot  in  the  nation's  mind,"  in  longitude  somewhere  between 
Minneapolis  and  Seattle,  and  in  latitude  fairly  close  to  the  Arctic  Circle.  To 
millions  of  people  North  Dakota  means  the  end  of  the  earth,  the  antipodes,  the  "back- 
of-beyond,"  and  its  name  has  become  a  synonym  for  remoteness,  desolation,  and  exile. 
In  fiction  its  citizens  are  usually  represented  by  two  extremes  -  either  as  brave, 
frontier  farmers  in  the  best  western  tradition,  or  as  culturally  deprived  simpletons 
isolated  from  the  mainstream  of  American  life.  The  coming  of  television  has  rein- 
forced the  concept  of  North  Dakota  as  the  American  Siberia.  National  weather  reports 
frequently  list  the  coldest  spot  in  the  continental  United  States  as  Devils  Lake, 
Grand  Forks,  or  some  other  North  Dakota  community,  convincing  viewers  on  the  outside 
that  the  half  million  persons  living  in  the  state  are  either  men  and  women  heroically 
pioneering  on  the  edge  of  settlement  or  fools  too  benighted  to  seek  the  good  life  in 
less  challenging  surroundings. 

Eric  Sevareid  recognized  this  North  Dakota  phenomenon  from  childhood: 

North  Dakota.  Why  have  I  not  returned  for  so  many  years?  Why  have  so 
few  from  the  prairies  ever  returned?  ...  In  distant  days  when  someone 
would  ask:  "Where  are  you  from?  and  I  would  answer:  "North  Dakota," 
they  would  merely  nod  politely  and  change  the  subject,  having  no  point 
of  common  reference.  They  knew  no  one  else  from  there.  ...  I  was  that 
kind  of  child  who  relates  reality  to  books  and  in  the  books  I  found  so 
little  about  my  native  region.  In  the  geography,  among  the  pictures  of 
Chicago's  skyline,  Florida's  palms,  and  the  redwoods  of  California,  there 
was  one  small  snapshot  of  North  Dakota.  It  showed  a  waving  wheatfield. 
I  could  see  that  simply  by  turning  my  head  to  the  sixth-grade  window. 
Was  that  all  there  was,  all  we  had?  .  .  .  Very  early  I  acquired  a  sense 
of  having  no  identity  in  the  world,  of  inhabiting  by  some  cruel  mistake, 
an  outland,  a  lost  and  forgotten  place  upon  the  far  horizon  of  my  country. 

For  some  reason,  writers  have  never  invested  North  Dakota  with  the  glamor 
attached  to  other  western  and  northwestern  frontier  regions.  Zane  Grey,  perhaps  the 
greatest  popularizer  of  the  American  frontier  in  fiction,  never  wrote  a  novel  about 
this  region.  As  for  the  Klondike  and  the  Yukon  in  the  Canadian  Northwest  Territories, 
even  the  sound  of  their  names  suggest  excitement  and  adventure,  thanks  to  the  good 
offices  of  Robert  W.  Service  ("The  Shooting  of  Dan  McGrew"),  the  novels  of  James 
Oliver  Curwood  (The  Valley  of  Silent  Men,  The  Country  Beyond,  and  half  a  hundred 
others),  and  especially  Rudolph  Friml's  Rose  Marie,  not  forgetting  the  assistance 
given  by  Jeanette  MacDonald,  Nelson  Eddy,  and  a  regiment  of  red-coated  Royal  North- 
west Mounties.  Even  South  Dakota  has  a  folklore  of  its  own  with  such  characters  as 
Deadwood  Dick,  Calamity  Jane,  and  Wild  Bill  Hickok.  And  South  Dakota  has  another 
distinction:  one  of  the  immortal  utterances  in  American  history  came  out  of  that 
state:  Calvin  Coolidge's  "I  do  not  choose  to  run  for  President  in  1928"  was  issued 
from  his  Western  White  House  in  the  Black  Hills.  For  first-magnitude  heroes,  either 
real  or  legendary,  North  Dakota  missed  the  boat.  The  ill-fated  Custer  expedition, 
which  began,  it  is  true,  at  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln  near  Mandan,  ended  in  Montana  at  the 
Battle  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  and  is  commemorated  in  that  state  by  the  National  Big 
Horn  Monument.  The  victor  of  that  engagement,  Sitting  Bull,  after  a  period  of  exile 
in  Canada,  returned  to  the  Sioux  reservation  at  Fort  Yates  where  he  was  killed  and 
buried  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation.  Even  this  minor  historic  distinction 
disappeared  from  the  North  Dakota  guidebooks  when  in  1953  a  party  of  South  Dakotans 
raided  the  burial  site  and  transferred  the  chief's  remains  to  a  spot  across  the  line. 
Having  thus  lost  one  inept  general  and  an  Indian  chief,  North  Dakota's  remaining 
heroes  include  three  controversial  figures  and  a  female  Indian  "Uncle  Tom":  Alex 
McKenzie,  "the  boss  of  North  Dakota"  (who,  incidentally,  reached  the  peak  of  his 
adventurous  and  shady  career  in  Alaska),  Theodore  Roosevelt,  the  Marquis  de  Mores, 
and  Sakakawea. 

It  is  fairly  easy  to  collect  samples  of  the  outside  world's  negative  reactions 
to  North  Dakota,  dating  from  early  statehood  to  the  present  day.  In  1904,  George 
Kennan,  world  traveler  and  expert  on  Russian  affairs  and  uncle  of  the  diplomat 
George  F.  Kennan,  opined  in  an  article  on  the  horrors  of  the  Russian  proscription 
of  intellectuals  that  if  such  American  public  figures  as  William  Dean  Howells, 
George  H.  Putnam,  Horace  White,  or  Professor  John  B.  McMaster  were  exiled  to  North 
Dakota  for  three  years,  "their  case  would  be  no  worse  than  that  of  persons  sent  by 
the  Tsars  to  Siberia."  Writing  in  1915,  former  President  William  Howard  Taft 
chose  a  North  Dakota  community  as  the  ultimate  in  insignificance: 

Why  should  the  President  have  his  time  taken  up  in  a  discussion  over 
the  question  of  who  shall  be  postmistress  at  the  town  of  Devils  Lake, 
North  Dakota?  How  should  he  be  able  to  know,  with  confidence,  who 
is  best  fitted  to  fill  such  a  place? 
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No  one  will  dispute  the  President's  impatience  with  such  trivial  tasks,  but 
he  could  just  as  well  have  picked  on  some  other  little  town  --  in  Kansas  or  Idaho, 
for  example  --  to  illustrate  his  point.  A  few  years  later,  the  American  historian, 
Marcus  W.  Jernegan,  surveying  the  reasons  for  the  lack  of  writing  by  Ph.D.'s  in 
history,  cited  the  case  of  a  young  scholar  who  found  himself  teaching  in  a  North 
Dakota  college  "  'remote'  from  the  materials  necessary  for  research." 

The  late  Richard  R.  Emery,  Episcopal  Bishop  of  North  Dakota,  once  related  to 
the  writer  an  incident  which  illustrates  the  hold  that  the  idea  of  the  state's 
remoteness  has  over  the  minds  of  many  Americans,  even  in  the  jet  era.  In  Washington, 
D.C.  to  make  an  address  at  the  National  Cathedral  Bishop  Emery  was  putting  his  car  in 
a  parking  garage  when  the  attendant,  noticing  the  license  plate,  expressed  interest 
and  asked  him  why  he  was  there.  The  Bishop  told  him.  "You  came  all  the  way  from 
North  Dakota  to  make  a  speech!"  was  the  incredulous  reply.  "Boy,  you  sure  must  have 
a  lot  to  say!" 

Its  remoteness  has  been  the  source  of  many  jokes  about  the  state.  Here  is  the 
message  on  a  greeting  card  which  the  writer  bought  in  Oklahoma  City  in  1963: 

Hi  there!  I  just  arrived  here  in  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma,  and  that's 
a  bit  of  a  blow  'cause  I'm  supposed  to  be  in  Furdsville,  North  Dakota. 

Oh  wel 1 ,  see  you  soon. 

Numerous  radio  and  television  comedians  have  made  North  Dakota  jokes  almost  as 
familiar  as  mother-in-law  jokes.  Johnny  Carson  on  the  "Tonight  Show"  frequently 
threatens  to  send  members  of  his  staff  into  limbo  in  North  Dakota.  The  state  is  the 
"Podunk,"  the  "Gobbler's  Knob,"  the  "Punkin  Creek"  of  all  America.  To  many  people 
its  name  suggests  the  backwoods,  the  "outback,"  the  old  American  frontier  --  with  all 
the  cultural  oddities  that  these  imply.  Here  is  an  example  taken  from  a  record 
review: 

A  tremendous  amount  of  cluttery,  bustling  piano  gets  on  the  wax  in 
the  course  of  the  recording  (Frank  Bata  and  Jack  Austin  in  a  perform- 
ance of  Zez  Confrey's  "Kitten  on  the  Keys,"  recorded  by  Columbia, 
July  29,  1922)  of  a  sort  that  you  might  unearth  today  only  in  places 
like  a  bar  in  Old  Hat,  North  Dakota. 

Here  is  another,  taken  from  a  radio  "soap  opera"  episode  in  the  early  1940's.  Uncle 
Fletcher  Gook  of  "Vic  and  Sade"  is  speaking  of  the  approaching  marriage  of  his 
landlady,  Mrs.  Leota  Keller,  to  Mr.  Harry  Feburn: 

Mr.  Feburn  would  like  to  have  me  go  buy  a  ring.  They  got  no  jewelry 
stores  in  Yellow  Jump,  North  Dakota.  .  .  .  I'm  even  goin'  to  purchase 
Mr.  Feburn's  wedding  suit.  The  general  store  there  in  Yellow  Jump, 
North  Dakota,  don't  handle  a  line  of  fashionable  men's  clothing.  They 
deal  more  in  overshoes  and  workpants. 

Until  just  a  little  over  a  decade  ago,  the  character  of  North  Dakota  as  projected 
by  its  lawmakers  in  Washington  had  a  homespun,  folksy  quality  which  did  nothing  to 
dispel  this  image.  Representative  Usher  J.  Bordick  was  photographed  milking  a  goat 
at  his  Washington  home.  Representative  William  Lemke,  a  third-party  candidate  for 
President  of  the  United  States  in  1936,  campaigned  in  galluses  and  called  a  spade  a 
spade  in  the  earthiest  of  terms.  And  Senator  William  Langer,  usually  chewing  on  an 
unlit,  cellophane-covered  cigar,  made  headlines  with  his  anglophobic  antics  and  was 
listed  as  one  of  the  "eight  most  expendable"  Senators  in  a  national  magazine. 

Even  those  North  Dakotans  who  have  achieved  international  celebrity  in  sports 
and  show  business  and  who  are  proud  of  their  origin  speak  of  the  state  as  a  sort  of 
"Never-never  land."  Such  figures  as  Roger  Maris,  Peggy  Lee,  and  Lawrence  Welk,  when 
they  refer  nostalgically  to  their  youth  in  North  Dakota,  cannot  quite  call  up  its 
true  image  from  the  vantage  point  of  a  TV  spectacular  in  Hollywood  or  Las  Vegas. 
Welk,  who  apparently  has  a  real  affection  for  his  native  state,  somehow  leaves  his 
viewers  the  impression  of  North  Dakota  as  a  quaint  enclave  of  old-world  charm  and 
customs  where  the  polka  and  the  quilting  bee  have  remained  the  main  forms  of 
recreation. 

The  idea  of  exile  to  North  Dakota  has  a  special  comic  appeal  to  writers:  a 
ticket  to  North  Dakota  is  the  one-way  route  to  oblivion.  In  a  short  story  about 
the  building  of  a  neighborhood  swimming  pool,  the  members  worried  for  fear  a 
notorious  practical  joker  might  want  to  use  the  pool: 

"Birdsong,"  Kate  said.  "Was  he  the  fellow  with  the  manhole  cover?" 

"And  the  smoke  bomb,"  Paula  said.  "If  he  could  get  the  police 

called  in  over  a  simple  croquet  game,  you  can  imagine  what  he'd  be  like 

around  a  pool ." 

Kate  said:    "...    I  think  we  should  make  a  special   ruling  on  Ollie 

Birdsong  right  now." 

"You  don't  have  to  worry,"  Libby  said.      "He  was  transferred  to  North 

Dakota." 

"He  was?     Well,  that's  all    right  then." 
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Ollie  Birdsong  has  presumably  been  swallowed  up  in  the  Dakota  void,  never  again  to 
embarrass  his  friends  in  Suburbia,  U.S.A.  Their  relief  could  have  been  achieved  just 
as  well  if  the  author  had  sent  him  to  Nebraska,  Arkansas,  Wyoming,  or  even  South 
Dakota.  This  view  of  North  Dakota  persists  not  only  among  the  members  of  the  afflu- 
ent swimming-pool  set  but  also  among  the  solid,  fair-minded  citizens  who  live  in  the 
American  heartland  of  small-town  Illinois,  as  reflected  in  the  "Vic  and  Sade" 
scripts.  Uncle  Fletcher  Gook,  whose  relations  with  Mr.  Harry  Feburn  of  Yellow  Jump, 
North  Dakota,  have  been  discussed  earlier,  had  other  acquaintances  among  the  exiles. 
In  another  episode,  Uncle  Fletcher  relates  an  unhappy  incident  in  the  life  of  one  of 
the  friends  of  his  youth,  Gwendolyn  Yowtch,  who  had  received  a  shoe  scraper  as  a 
birthday  gift  from  her  fiance,  Arnie  Gupples: 

Well,  sir,  first  shot  outa  box,  Gwendolyn  went  to  scrape  some  mud  off 

her  shoes  with  that  shoe  scraper,  twisted  her  ankle,  had  to  have  the 

doctor,  got  made,  an'  give  Arnie  the  mitten.  Two  months  afterwards  she 
married  Art  Hungle  an'  moved  to  North  Dakota. 

The  idea  of  North  Dakota  as  the  eternal  twilight  zone  is  implicit  in  an  advertise- 
ment for  Revlon's  "Colorsilk,"  a  hair-coloring  product.  This  ad,  which  appeared  in 
national  magazines  and  newspapers  in  1970,  featuring  a  photograph  of  the  attractive 
actress,  Angie  Dickinson,  contained  the  suggestion  that  nothing  could  be  more  wasteful 
or  tragic  than  a  beautiful  girl  blushing  unseen  among  the  snowdrifts  of  North  Dakota. 

If  Angie  Dickinson  used  a  hair  color  that  promised  nobody  would  notice,  she'd 
still  be  back  in  Kulm,  North  Dakota. 

This  brings  up  a  rather  intriguing  little  puzzle.  In  April  1962,  Miss  Dickinson 
toured  India  and  its  neighboring  principalities  with  Ambassador  John  Kenneth  Galbraith 
and  other  members  of  the  academic  "New  Frontier"  of  the  international  jet  set.  One 
day  as  the  party  visited  the  tiny  Himalayan  kingdom  of  Bhutan,  a  young  Tibetan  girl 
recognized  the  actress  from  a  film  and  spoke  to  her:  "I  saw  you  in  Rio  Bravo.  Your 
hair  was  darker  then."  This  raises  two  interesting  speculations:  when  did  Revlon 
begin  making  "Colorsilk"  and  when  did  Miss  Dickinson  begin  using  it?  Was  the  darker 
hair  a  "before"  or  "after"  condition?  If  the  product  did  not  come  on  the  market  until 
some  time  after  the  release  of  the  film  --  allowing  time  for  it  to  get  to  Tibet  -- 
then  the  libel  on  North  Dakota  becomes  even  more  offensive. 

North  Dakota  weather  has  always  drawn  unfavorable  reaction  from  outsiders, 
Cameron  Mann,  Episcopal  Bishop  of  North  Dakota,  a  New  Yorker  who  arrived  in  the  state 
in  January  1902  with  a  "certain  doubtfulness,"  found  that  North  Dakota's  reputation 
for  high  winds  and  cold  temperatures  hampered  recruitment  of  clergy: 

I  have  often  wished  that  the  good  people  of  our  state  had  not  loved  so 
dearly  the  name  "Dakota."  ...  It  seems  to  me  unfortunate  that  we 
got  the  "North"  end  of  a  very  cold  name.  As  I  got  to  the  several  semi- 
naries to  interest  the  young  men  in  the  work  of  our  state,  .  .  .  I  find 
that  with  each  letter  of  the  word  "North"  a  separate  shiver  seems  to  run 
along  the  spines  of  my  hearers.  They  have  visions  of  polar  bears  and 
icebergs  or  something  equivalent  thereto.  .  .  . 

In  1883  at  its  first  constitutional  convention,  the  southern  half  of  this  massive 
land-area  arrogated  to  itself  the  name  of  the  Territory  --  Dakota  --  whereupon  a 
delegation  from  Fargo  traveled  to  Sioux  Falls  to  protest,  urging  the  southerners  to 
adopt  the  name  "South"  Dakota.  Thus  the  name  "North"  Dakota  was  imposed  on  the  state 
by  its  own  people.  When  suggestions  to  drop  the  "North"  came  up  in  the  spring  of 
1970,  Governor  William  L.  Guy  commented  on  the  proposal: 

I  personally  have  a  nostalgic  affection  for  the  name  North  Dakota. 
But  I  believe  sometimes  that  the  state  might  have  been  better  served 
if  it  had  been  named  Pembina,  Mandan,  or  Lincoln  --  or  after  some  other 
individual . 

Leaders  in  the  1880's,  he  believed,  "showed  little  breadth  of  imagination"  and  did 
a  "disservice  to  both  states"  but  especially  to  the  northern  one,  giving  it  the 
image  of  a  place  always  locked  in  snow  and  severe  cold,  engulfed  in  privation  and 
suffering.  "Maybe  the  name  served  to  keep  a  lot  of  weak  people  from  coming  here. 
Maybe  there  is  some  advantage  to  that."  An  editorial  in  the  Fargo  Forum  touched 
on  the  same  topic: 

Citizens  to  the  east  and  south  think  that  all  the  bad  weather  in  the 
world  originates  in  North  Dakota  and  South  Dakota  gets  none  of  the 
blame. 

Most  North  Dakota  natives  shudder  when  they  travel  to  the  east  and 
south  and  almost  everybody  asks  how  they  manage  to  live  through  the 
winters,  or  why  they  keep  on  sending  cold  weather  across  the  nation. 
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Canada  can  assume  some  of  the  blame  for  the  state's  role  as  the  weather  scapegoat  of 
the  United  States,  for  weather  reports  formerly  spoke  of  "a  mass  of  cold  air  pressing 
southward  from  Canada."  As  a  result  of  Canadian  protests,  meteorologists  now 
describe  this  condition  as  "a  mass  of  cold  air  pressing  southward  from  North  Dakota." 
As  early  as  1892  North  Dakotans  were  sensitive  about  the  weather.  The  Grand  Forks 
Herald  reported  action  taken  by  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  counteract  the 
unfavorable  impression  made  on  the  outside  world  by  the  wording  of  weather  bureau 
releases: 

At  the  suggestion  of  Secretary  McGinnis,  the  national  weather  bureau 
will  cease  to  officially  indorse  the  mistaken  prejudice  that  prevails 
in  the  East  against  North  Dakota  climate  with  the  term  "blizzard"  and 
will  not  employ  that  term  in  weather  forecasts  as  contemplated.  This 
is  an  act  of  simple  justice,  for  as  a  matter  of  fact,  climatic  conditions 
of  this  state  occasion  less  personal  discomfort  and  damage  to  property 
than  any  other  state  of  the  union  that  may  be  named. 

With  the  coming  of  two  major  air  bases  to  the  state,  the  presence  of  great 
numbers  of  outsiders  forced  to  live  under  duress  in  North  Dakota  has  done  nothing  to 
improve  its  weather  image  abroad.  A  little  brochure  of  cartoons  originating  at  the 
Minot  Air  Force  Base,  July,  August  and  Winter,  revived  and  rehashed  many  of  the  old 
weather  jokes  that  North  Dakotans  had  long  told  each  other,  as  well  as  creating  a  few 
new  ones: 

"Did  I  miss  summer?  I  overslept." 

"You  mean  people  lived  here  even  before  they  had  the  Air  bases?" 

Weather  forecast:   "From  noon  til   2  we'll   have  snow,   followed  by  a 
tornado,  after  which  it  will   clear  in  time  for  the  hail   to  arrive  at 

6  p.m.    .    .    . 

One  of  two  parka-clad  figures  shoveling  snowdrifts  says  to  the  other: 
"Do  you  think  of  Summer  very  much  anymore?" 

Despite  its  reputation  as  the  source  of  bad  weather,  some  people  suspect  that 
there  is  no  such  place  as  North  Dakota.  The  experience  of  Eric  Sevareid  and  others 
with  new  acquaintances  who  have  never  met  a  North  Dakotan  may  raise  the  suspicion 
that  he  does  not  really  exist.  Certain  remarks  made  by  prominent  persons  visiting 
the  state  tend  to  substantiate  this  doubt.  In  June  1960  John  F.  Kennedy  and  his 
entourage  flew  to  Fargo  to  campaign  for  the  Senatorial  candidacy  of  Quentin  Burdick. 
At  Hector  Airport,  the  then  Massachusetts  Senator  remarked  that  his  friends  from  all 
over  the  United  States  joined  him  in  "wishing  South  Dakota  and  Quentin  Burdick 
well."  After  a  nudge  from  one  of  his  aides,  Kennedy  laughingly  corrected  his  error, 
but  it  cast  a  shadow  over  the  rest  of  the  festivities.  On  October  22,  1970, 
Senator  Jennings  Randolph  of  West  Virginia,  a  member  of  the  Senate  Sub-Committee  on 
Flood  Control  and  Rivers  and  Harbors  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Works,  arrived  in 
the  state  for  a  hearing  on  the  Pembilier  Dam.  In  a  press  conference  following  the 
hearing,  Senator  Randolph  commented  that  he  was  sure  this  dam  would  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina.  One  might  forgive  the  late  President  for  mis- 
taking his  surroundings  on  occasion,  for  his  itineraries  required  him  to  cover  thousands 
of  miles  in  a  very  short  time.  In  some  ways  this  forgetful ness  might  be  attributed  to 
a  "jet-place  syndrome"  --  a  close  relative  of  the  "jet-time  syndrome"  in  which 
travelers  through  several  time  zones  suffer  symptoms  of  discomfort.  But  Senator 
Randolph's  lapse  cannot  be  condoned.  He  comes  from  West  Virginia  --  a  state  whose 
identify,  like  that  of  North  Dakota,  is  sometimes  in  doubt.  Indeed,  it  has  acquired 
the  soubriquet  "WEST  (by  God!)  Virginia"  as  a  defense  against  those  outsiders  who 
think  it  is  still  a  part  of  the  Old  Dominion. 

If  any  other  state  in  the  Union  approaches  North  Dakota  in  injury  at  the  hands 
of  the  image-makers  of  the  media,  it  is  West  Virginia.  Both  share  many  of  the  same 
drawbacks  and  struggles  with  the  same  economic  and  social  problems.  Both  have  a 
small  population  and  major  geographical  disadvantages  —  in  the  case  of  West  Virginia 
a  Balkan-like,  mountainous  terrain  which  makes  access  to  metropolitan  America  diffi- 
cult; in  the  case  of  North  Dakota,  extremes  of  weather  and  a  situation  of  remoteness 
on  the  periphery  of  the  United  States  --  a  condition  which  even  the  interstate  highway 
system  does  little  to  alleviate.  West  Virginia  has  a  tendency  to  spectacular  disasters, 
resulting  in  an  exceedingly  bad  press;  the  collapse  of  the  Silver  Bridge  at  Point 
Pleasant  on  December  15,  1967  (46  bodies  recovered,  at  least  4  missing);  the  Farmington 
mine  disaster  in  December  1968  (78  dead);  and  most  recently,  the  crash  in  Huntington 
on  November  14,  1970,  of  an  airliner  chartered  to  Marshall  University  (75  dead).  Other 
bad  publicity  has  come  to  West  Virginia  because  of  scandals  in  state  and  local  govern- 
ment, notably  in  the  governor's  office  and  in  the  State  Road  Commission.  Even  Federal 
operations  in  that  state  sometimes  take  on  an  embarrassing  if  humorous  twist,  as  for 
example  this  1968  news  item: 
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WILL  BUILD  DAM  IF  PLACE  IS  FOUND 

Pullman,  W.  Va.  (AP)  —  A  $45,000  flood  control  dam  will  be  built  near 
this  tiny  hamlet  of  162  residents  --  if  state  engineers  can  ever  find 
the  creek  they're  supposed  to  dam. 

This  dam  site  is  called  --"The  north  fork  of  the  left  fork  of  Slab 
Creek,  which  flows  into  the  south  fork  of  the  Hughest  River." 

While  West  Virginia,  like  all  of  Appalachia,  has  modern  cities  with  fine  houses 
and  public  buildings,  good  schools,  and  rapidly  growing  industries,  the  whole  state 
suffers  under  the  image  of  two  of  the  underprivileged  elements  in  the  population. 
One  is  the  hillbilly,  represented  in  cartoons  as  unprogressive  and  leisurely,  having 
one  leg  shorter  than  the  other  from  hoeing  corn  on  steep  hillsides.  He  reclines  in 
barefoot  comfort  on  a  rickety  front  porch  which  clings  precariously  to  the  side  of  a 
rubbish-strewn  slope.  He  smokes  a  corncob  pipe  and  drinks  "corn  likker"  which  he 
manufactures  in  an  illicit  still  down  by  the  "crick."  The  other  stereotype  is  the 
coal  miner  who  lives  in  a  company  town  of  unimaginable  dinginess  or  else  in  a  tar-paper 
or  cinder-block  shack,  one  of  a  straggle  of  similar  shanties  along  an  unimproved  road. 
Photographs  of  his  children,  hollow-eyed  and  slack-mouthed,  make  mute  appeals  for 
help  from  the  pages  of  national  magazines  or  in  television  documentaries.  As  a  result 
of  these  campaigns,  the  genuine  distress  of  a  fair  number  of  both  of  these  groups  has 
impressed  itself  on  the  public  mind  more  firmly  than  ever  as  the  condition  of  the 
region  generally. 

At  least  one  man  has  used  the  hillbilly  image  to  advantage.  Taking  this  scorned 
stereotype,  Jim  Comstock,  editor  of  a  weekly  paper.  The  Hillbilly,  published  at 
Richwood,  has  made  it  exemplify  the  strengths  of  these  mountain  people,  whose  Scotch- 
Irish  ancestors  settled  the  inhospitable  region  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
He  reminds  them  of  their  achievements  in  building  cities  and  towns  on  difficult 
terrain,  in  creating  railroad  and  river  transportation  systems,  and  in  developing 
mineral  and  timber  resources.  But  his  is  no  Chamber  of  Commerce  or  state  travel 
bureau  undertaking;  he  takes  his  aim  and  fires  barrages  of  sarcasm  and  scorn  where 
the  target  offers.  Furthermore,  The  Hillbilly  has  supported  a  sort  of  folk  renascence 
in  the  state,  and  each  year  several  folk  festivals  take  place.  These  include  exhibi- 
tion of  dancing,  singing,  weaving,  wood-carving,  and  other  mountain  crafts,  music- 
instrument  making  (lutes,  fiddles,  dulcimers),  and  the  like.  Encouraged  by  this 
publicity,  a  new  fashion  industry  using  the  ancestral  patchwork  quilt  as  its  inspiration 
produces  evening  apparel  which  has  found  acceptance  in  expensive  New  York  shops. 

Another  derogatory  stereotype,  the  "Okie,"  resembles  the  hillbilly  in  some  respects 
but  differs  in  that  it  was  used  principally  as  a  term  of  scorn  for  Oklahomans  who  left 
that  state  during  the  Great  Depression  to  seek  the  Promised  Land  in  California  --  as 
immortalized  in  John  Steinbeck's  The  Grapes  of  Wrath.  Although  its  southeastern 
corner  bears  some  resemblance  to  Appalachia  and  in  spite  of  the  publicity  generated 
by  such  country-western  musicians  as  Merle  Haggard  ("An  Okie  from  Muskogee")  and 
Johnny  Cash,  Oklahoma  cannot  compete  in  the  insult  sweepstakes  with  either  West 
Virginia  or  North  Dakota.  It  has  two  great  metropolitan  centers,  Tulsa  and  Oklahoma 
City,  and  the  state  as  a  whole  is  too  rich  in  grain,  cattle,  and  oil  to  project  the 
image  of  mass  underprivilege.  Moreover,  Messrs.  Rogers  and  Hammerstein,  using  a  native 
Oklahoma  playwright's  script  (Lynn  Riggs,  Green  Grow  the  Lilacs)  long  ago  wiped  out 
any  stigma  that  Steinbeck's  work  might  have  attached  to  the  name.  The  North  Dakota 
epic  and  theme  song  remain  unwritten.  Compared  to  Oklahoma,  even  such  film  classics 
as  Dakota,  Dakota  Incident,  Dakota  Lil,  and  Emperor  of  the  Badlands  leave  something 
to  be  desired.  And  despite  its  merits,  "North  Dakota  Moon"  cannot  compete  with 
"Oklahoma"  either  as  music  and  lyrics  or  as  an  encouragement  to  tourism. 

Although  the  images  which  other  states  present  to  the  world  often  contain  as  much 
fiction  as  fact,  few  receive  such  adverse  publicity  as  North  Dakota.  Two  states  in 
particular,  Virginia  and  Texas,  have  carefully  cultivated  and  promoted  strong  stereo- 
types. These,  like  the  other  forty-eight,  contain  pockets  of  poverty,  ignorance, 
prejudice,  and  corruption,  but  their  positive  aspects  are  made  to  appear  so  positive 
that  the  negative  ones  tend  to  recede  from  public  view.  The  mere  name  Virginia  is  a 
synonym  for  tradition,  gracious  hospitality,  greatness,  and  venerabil ity.  It  conjures 
up  a  picture  of  honeysuckle,  southern  mammies  (before  the  Black  Power  movement), 
white-pillared  plantation  houses,  and  rolling  meadows  against  a  backdrop  of  blue 
mountains.  It  is  the  birthplace  of  great  men  --  the  cradle  of  American  liberty.  The 
Texas  stereotype  stems  from  the  American  penchant  for  bigness.  The  Texan  is  larger 
than  life-size,  vigorous,  rough-hewn,  ultra-patriotic,  surrounded  by  oil  wells, 
horses,  and  wide,  sun-baked  open  spaces.  Even  his  tendency  to  exaggeration  is  not 
offensive;  rather,  it  serves  to  endear  him  to  those  not  fortunate  enough  to  live  in 
Texas. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  than  even  when  North  Dakota  excels  in  something 

besides  low  temperatures,  nobody  outside  the  state  seems  to  be  aware  of  it.  As 

proof  of  this  statement,  observe  the  bizarre  sequence  of  events  which  began  with  a 

short  announcement  in  the  "Science  and  Invention"  column  of  the  March  1967  issue  of 
Popular  Science: 

RUSSIAN  TV  TOWER  WILL  BE  WORLD'S  TALLEST  STRUCTURE 
When  this  1,260-foot  concrete  TV  tower  in  Moscow  gets  its  462-foot 
antenna,  it  will  stand  as  the  world's  tallest  structure  at  1,722-feet  -- 
just  about  100  feet  higher  than  the  WGAN-TV  tower  in  Chicago,  now 
holding  the  height  record.  The  new  Russian  TV  tower  will  also  dwarf 
other  well-known  giants.  .  .  . 

On  March  26,  1967,  Wayne  Lubenow,  Fargo  Forum  columnist,  expressed  indignation  at 
this  careless  piece  of  journalism.  Under  the  heading,  "Tallest  Tower  Is  Here,  Folks. 
Not  in  Russia,"  Lubenow  reaffirmed  what  all  North  Dakotans  already  knew  --  that  the 
tallest  tower  anywhere  is  the  one  near  Blanchard  in  Traill  County  --  2,063  feet  high 
--  serving  KTHI-TV  since  1964.  He  reported  that  William  Dix,  general  manager  of 
KTHI-TV,  had  also  pointed  out  to  the  magazine's  editor  that  WGAN-TV  was  in  Portland, 
Maine,  and  not  in  Chicago.  Lubenow  concluded: 

Well,  it  figures  that  the  Russians  would  claim  the  world's  tallest  tower. 
But  they'll  have  trouble  beating  Popular  Science  for  the  most  mistakes 
in  a  one-paragraph  story. 

A  letter  from  Dix  appeared  in  the  correspondence  column  of  Popular  Science  in 
the  May  1967  issue: 

TOPPING  THE  WORLD'S  TALLEST  STRUCTURE 

A  number  of  people  have  called  our  attention  to  your  article  on  what 
they  term  "that  midget  Russian  TV  tower"  and  the  claim  that  it  is  the 
world's  tallest.  It  is  sort  of  puny  compared  to  ours.  The  champion 
tall  tower  is  KTHI-TV,  located  right  here  in  North  Dakota.  Our  tower  -- 
2,063  feet  tall  --  is  the  world's  tallest  man-made  structure. 

But  this  was  not  the  end  of  the  story.  In  late  October,  the  New  York  Times,  apparently 
unaware  of  the  contretemps  of  some  six  months  earlier,  printed  a  Tass  Agency  release 
announcing  the  first  use  of  the  new  Russian  television  tower,  the  tallest  man-made 
structure  in  the  world,  happily  in  time  for  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Bolshevik 
Revolution,  American  television  newsmen  picked  up  the  story  and  relayed  it  to  their 
viewers,  only  to  apologize  a  few  days  later  for  their  failure  to  check  the  facts, 
especially  embarrassing  in  view  of  the  well-known  Soviet  penchant  for  having  the 
biggest,  best,  and  first  of  everything.  One  other  interesting  fact  which  escaped 
mention  at  the  time  was  that  there  was  another  tower  in  North  Dakota  only  three  feet 
shorter  than  that  of  KTHI  --  this  one  at  Pillsbury  serving  KXJB-TV  Valley  City-Fargo 
until  knocked  down  by  a  careless  Air  Force  helicopter  pilot  on  February  14,  1968. 
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North  Dakota  History:  Information  Sources 


Dan  Rylance,  Department  of  History,  University  of  North  Dakota, 
Grand  Forks,  prepared  a  rather  thorough  bibliography  of  North  Dakota 
history  and  published  it  in  1971.  It  is  entitled  "Select  Bibliography 
on  North  Dakota  History"  and  is  published  by  the  Chester  Fritz  Library, 
UND. 

The  bibliography  is  divided  into  two  sections:  Dakota  Territory 
and  North  Dakota.  These  sections  are  further  divided  into  subject 
areas.  Examples  of  these  subject  areas  are: 

agriculture,  culture  and  recreation,  economics,  education, 
immigration,  Indians,  Lewis  &  Clark,  ranching,  politics, 
religion,  transportation,  .  .  . 

In  addition  to  Rylance's  source  of  authors,  titles,  and  publi- 
cation information,  the  State  Historical  Society  publishes  North 
Dakota  History,  a  journal  devoted  to  this  subject.  The  faculty  of 
the  University  of  North  Dakota  publishes  North  Dakota  Quarterly 
which  contains  articles  on  a  variety  of  North  Dakota  topics. 


207 


Additional  Maps 


For  reference  purposes,  three  additional  maps  are  attached. 
First,  the  area  included  in  the  Garrison  Diversion  Unit  is  shown 
as  a  rough  guide  to  the  scale  of  this  series  of  projects.  Irri- 
gation of  land  for  agricultural  use  and  flood  control  are  the 
principal  functions  of  the  system. 

The  second  map  shows  the  network  of  power  facilities  and  trans- 
mission lines  in  the  Northern  Great  Plains  region.  Interpretation 
of  the  map  reveals  that  the  Stanton  area  of  western  North  Dakota  is 
the  location  of  several  major  power  plants  and  that  this  power  is 
primarily  distributed  eastward  to  the  eastern  section  of  North 
Dakota  and  into  Minnesota.  Garrison  Dam  on  the  Missouri  River  is 
also  shown  to  be  a  major  power  production  point  in  western  North 
Dakota. 

The  third  map  displays  water  development  projects  in  the  State 
of  North  Dakota.  Completed,  authorized,  and  potential  storage  and 
irrigation  projects  of  several  federal  and  state  agencies  are  in- 
cluded. 
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FACTUAL  DATA  ON  THE  INITIAL 
STAGE  OF  GARRISON  DIVERSION  UNIT 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  will  be  obtained  from  Lake  Sakakawea  formed 
by  Garrison  Dam  on  the  Missouri  River.  Storage  capacity  of  this 
reservoir  is  23,000,000  acre-feet  at  maximum  normal  operating 
pool  elevation  of  1850.  Average  annual  runoff  to  Lake  Sakakawea 
is  17.600,000  acre-feet  from  a  drainage  area  of  181.000  square 
miles.  Quality  of  water  in  Lake  Sakakawea  is  good,  containing 
an  average  of  about  435  parts  per  million  total  dissolved  solids. 

FEATURES  OF  THE  UNIT  PLAN 

The  principal  supply  works  for  the  initial  stage  consist  of  the 
Snake  Creek  Pumping  Plant  with  a  capacity  of  2,050  cubic  feet 
per  second;  Audubon  Lake,  396,000  acre-feet  (constructed); 
McClusky  Canal,  with  a  capacity  of  1,950  cubic  feet  per  second 
and  74  miles  long;  and  Lonetree  Reservoir,  with  280,000  acre- 
feet  of  conservation  storage.  Other  irrigation  works  included  in 
the  initial  stage  are  907  miles  of  canals  and  laterals,  three  regu- 
lating reservoirs  (one  of  which,  Jamestown  Reservoir,  is  con- 
structed), 75  pumping  plants,  2,050  miles  of  drains  and  electrical 
facilities  for  pumping  plants. 

IRRIGATION  PLAN 

Water  will  be  pumped  by  Snake  Creek  Pumping  Plant  into 
Audubon  Lake.  Pumping  head  will  range  from  0  to  75  feet,  de- 
pending upon  the  fluctuations  of  storage  levels  in  Lake 
Sakakawea  between  elevations  1775  and  1850  above  mean  sea 
level.  From  Audubon  Lake  the  water  will  flow  through  the  74- 
mile-long  McClusky  Canal  to  Lonetree  Reservoir.  At  Lonetree 
Reservoir  water  can  be  diverted  by  gravity  into  three  separate 
river  basins  in  which  the  irrigable  lands  are  located.  The  water 
will  be  distributed  to  the  irrigable  lands  by  systems  of  canals, 
laterals,  pipe  distribution  systems,  and  pumping  plants.  Most  of 
the  irrigation  will  be  accomplished  with  sprinkler  equipment. 

NUMBER  OF  IRRIGABLE  ACRES 

It  is  planned  to  develop  250,000  acres  for  irrigation.  About  20 
years  are  estimated  for  the  period  of  construction  and  develop- 
ment. However,  rate  of  development  may  vary  according  to  the 
interest  of  the  landowners  and  funds  allocated  by  the  Congress 
for  construction. 

CHARACTER  OF  SOIL  IN  IRRIGABLE  AREA 

Irrigable  lands  on  the  Garrison  Diversion  Unit  are  characterized 
by  water-reworked  soils  of  glacial  origin  which  are  located  in 
outwash  fans,  outwash  channels,  and  glacial  lake  beds.  They 
have  good  to  excellent  drainability  and  are  generally  free  of 
stone,  excess  alkalinity,  and  salinity. 

ALTITUDE  OF  THE   UNIT 

The  altitude  of  unit  lands  ranges  from  1,800  to  1,300  feet 
above  sea  level. 
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CLIMATE 

Average  annual  rainfall  ranges  from  16  inches  in  the  Souris 
Area  to  19  inches  in  the  Oakes  Area.  The  average  annual  tem- 
perature is  40°F.  Temperatures  have  ranged  from  -49°F.  to 
116°F.  The  irrigation  season  is  expected  to  extend  from  May  1 
until  about  October  1,  or  approximately  5  months.  The  average 
frost-free  growing  period  is  about  135  days. 

The  average  annual  diversion  requirement  is  2.64  acre-feet 
per  acre.  Average  farm  delivery  requirement  is  1.47  acre-feet 
per  acre. 

PRINCIPAL  PRODUCTS 

Under  present  dryland  farming,  the  principal  agricultural 
.products  are  wheat  and  other  small  grains,  and  beef  cattle. 
Under  irrigation,  principal  products  are  expected  to  be  livestock 
feeds  grown  for  the  production  and  fattening  of  livestock.  Im- 
protant  feed  crops  will  be  alfalfa,  rotation  pasture,  corn  sUage 
and  small  grains.  It  is  expected  that  high  value  cash  crops  such 
as  sugar  beets,  soybeans,  and  potatoes  will  be  produced. 


Marketing  facilities  are  generally  adequate  to  handle  the 
increased  production  from  irrigation.  Changes  are  not  expected 
in  livestock  marketing  that  now  occurs  through  sales  rings,  con- 
tract buyers  and  meat  processing  centers.  Specialty  crops  such 
as  vegetables  and  other  truck  garden  crops  will  find  markets 
available  at  urban  centers  and  through  canneries  that  can  be 
expected  to  be  located  in  the  area.  Grain  marketing  will  continue 
through  the  present  normal  channels  of  local  eleyators  and  other 
grain  marketing  organizations. 

DEVILS  LAKE   RESTORATION 

An  integral  part  of  the  Garrison  Diversion  Unit  will  be  the 
restoration  of  Devils  Lake  and  other  lakes  of  the  Devils  Lake 
Chain.  Missouri  River  water  will  be  delivered  to  the  lakes  from 
project  facilities  to  stabilize  the  level  of  the  lakes,  freshen  their 
water  from  present  saline  conditions,  and  provide  valuable 
recreation  opportunity  and  fish  and  wildlife  enhancement. 


RECREATION,  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE 

Nine  recreation  areas  are  planned  in  conjunction  with  the 
250,000-acre  initial  stage.  The  Jamestown  recreation  and  fish 
and  wildlife  development  is  now  constructed.  The  other  areas 
are  located  principally  at  lakes  and  reservoirs  which  are  affected 
or  can  be  supplied  from  project  works  and  some  are  new  areas. 

Thirty-six  major  areas  and  a  larger  number  of  small  areas  are 
planned  for  development  for  fish  and  wildlife  purposes. 

MUNICIPAL   AND   INDUSTRIAL  WATER 

Offpeak  delivery  of  water  from  project  works  to  15  municipali- 
ties and  several  unidentified  industrial  water  users  is  proposed 
in  the  plan  for  initial  development.  Some  municipal  and  industrial 
water  users  may  construct  conveyance  works  to  receive  water 
from  the  irrigation  system  while  others,  such  as  Minot,  will  be 
constructed  by  the  Federal  government. 


ADDITIONAL   INFORMATION 

Address  inquiries  to: 

Regional  Director 
Bureau  of  Reclamation 
Upper  Missouri  Region 
P.O.  Box  2553 
Billings,  Montana  59103 


Project  Manager 

Bureau  of  Reclamation 

Missouri-Souris  Projects  Office 

P.O.  Box  1(117 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 
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